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HE Family of Des Cartes hath ever 
been reputed as one of the beſt in all 
Tourain, there was never obſerved in 
it any unfit Matches or wrong Al- 

liance, that might alter its Nobility, and we 

figd no date of its being made noble that can 
decermine and fix the antiquity thereof, the 
branch of the Eldeſt Brothers having diffuſed 
it ſelf into che Houſe Ziderre, and then 2- © 
edin into that of Maile, the branch of the 

ninees, or Younger Brothers increaſt very 
much, and extended ir ſelf into che upper 

Pojtow, yea and it even paſ} as far as Berry and 

| o-< Anon 
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Anjou by means of its Alliances and Matches, 
until at laſt, at the time of the League it was 
reduced on the Males fide to bur one fingle 
perſon Perer Des Cartes Grandfather to the { 
Philoſopher whoſe Life we are here about to } 
undertake to write. | 
Peter Des Cartes, after having with good 
ſucceſs ſerved in the War againſt the Enemies 
of the Religion of his Countrey, and againſt 
thoſe of the ſtare of his Prince, quitted the 
ſervice pretty early, on purpoſe that he might 
the -longer xeliſh the fruits of repoſe, that he 
rocured himſelf; he had no more but one 
on of Claudia Ferrand Siſter to Anthony Fer- 
rand, principal Lieutenant particular of the 
Chaſtelet of Paris; and Siſter to Michael Fer- 
rand who was Father to 2. Ferrand Dean of C; 
Parliament. 5 
This Son by name Joachim was the firſt of Wh; 
the Family who was of the Long Robe or fol- 
lowed the Law, who weat to ſettle in Bri- 
:aigne, after he had got the place of Chancel- W;; 
on Oy Parliamen . t 0 Rennes on on 14h 

of Feb. 1586. uponthe re(ignation ot D” Emery 
Reynald; he Married afterward by a Contract : 
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bearing date 15. Fan. 1589, Jane Brochard + 
Daughter ro che Lieutenant General gf > 
Poittiers, who bore him three Children during We 
the liccle time ſhe lived wich him : the El 1 


named Peter Des Cartes Siewr dela Bretaillere 
Counſellour of the Parliament of Bretaizne, Moir 


:. Was .Father to Monſieur Des Cartes © ſeur de Wh 


a ventilator in a room OVCT UUAIC ZA2UUSTT UL VOLSMEZZULIS:  \Efet TERS 


Kerleau,who is at preſent Subdean co the (ameſhe; 


Parliament. The ſecond was a * Daughter, x 
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BE Married to Mr. Roger de Crevis, and Grand- 
mother to Monſieur the Count de Vikeneate 

alive at this day. LO 
3 - II. The laſt was Renatrws Des Carres our Phy Hs Firth, 
$zloſopher, who was born at Ls Haye, or the 


Hague in Turaine upon the River of Creuſe on 
the 31th day of March, inthe year 1596. in 
the ſeventh year of Henry the Great or Her. 4. 
m the beginning of the fi year of the Pon- 
tificat of Clement the eight He ſhewed him- 
ſelf very il! Grisfied inthe courſe of his Life, 
ward, that any. one ſhould take notice of 
his Birch-day from the Baptiſmal Regiſter of 
the Pariſh, 'and from 'the Genialogical Ar- 
chives, or Pedigree of his Family; his Reaſon 
was, becanſe .He had 4 great averſion to your 
Calcalarers of Nativity, whoſe errour one /eems 
o promote when he publiſheth the Birth of any one. 
Zat it is not fo mucha reaſon as a pretence 
hich he alledged to thoſe who were willing 
o make ufe of this Circumſtance to make 
nm known to the publick. - 
HI. He received Baptiſm the third.day of His Bap- 
pril enſuing in the Parochial Charch of Sr. tia. 
eorge of Las Haye,and they gave the Sir-name | 
ff -Ds Perron which was a Lordſhip belongin 
o the Family, that he might be diſtingui 
Pm his Eldeſt Brother in the family. 
' His Mother being bronghe to Bed and ly- 
ng in, pretty fortunate for him, was followed 
ch a ſickneſs that hindred her up firting : 
e had been ill all along from the very time 
f her being big, of Pulmonic diſtemper, oc- 
:Moned to her by ſome diſpleaſare, that came 
2 not 
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not to our notice : her Son who told us this 
particular, only informed” us that ſhe died 

ſhortly after ſhe was delivered of him. 
The condi- _ The cares of theFather may well defend the 
tion of his Child from thoſe inconveniencies which are 
health, tro be fear'd from the loſs of the Mother, yet 
' they cannot for all that, ſecure him from 
thoſe infirn:ities that attend the weak diſpoft- 
tion he broughtgato the World with him. 
A dry cough "n>Gale colour were hereditary 
to him from his Mother, which hekept until. 
he was above twenty years of age: andall 
Phyſitians whoever looked on him'before that 
time,condemned him to dye young.Butambnegſt 
a)l theſe firſt rubs, he received one advantage 
; which he remembred all his Lifetime, that 
is, that of being entruſted*to a Norſe who 
omitted nothing at all, that her duty. could ? 
poſhbly require of her, which he was willing ! 
gencroully to acknowledge by a- Penfida he © 

ett 


as ſoon-as ever he found himſelf in a capacity 

to enjoy and manage an Eſtate. | 1s. 
te Fhe Death of his Mother did much contri- 
of his x2. Pure to the taking his Father off from his ac- 
ther. quaintance he had in Poifton, and to the chang 
ing his inclinations he found for Towaine. - i 

His reſiding intheſe Provinces,' in ſome of 

his 'Houſes, or'in ſome place where his Fate 
lay thereabouts, wonderfully pleas'd him till 
| that time, and he took great delight in going 
thither 'to- aſs away that- time which his fix 
months ſervice in Parliament could ſpare him» 
Bur a few years after he reduced _ 
wholly 
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upon her for the remainder of her life, | | c 
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wholly to Britaigne, and there he fixt the -reft 
of hisdays, by a new Marriage which he con- 
I tracted with Anne Morin, Daughter tothe: 
3 chief Preſident of the Chamber of Accompts: 
at Nants,, He had by her a Son anda Daugh- 
er- The Son was Counſellour in Parliament, 
Seignexr de Chavagnesy name, Father to Mon- 
lieur de Chavagnes now living, a Counſellour 
in the ame Parliament, who has turn'd Prieſt 
fince the death of his Wife. The Daughter | 
was, Married t00ne Louis d Avangour Seignenr 
dubois de Kergr ais. | 


to. call Philoſopher becauſe 'of the inſatiable 
uriolity that appear'd in the Child to demand 
the realons and effects of whatſoever enter'd, 
Sy his ſenſes... | 
The weaknels _ of his diſpo{ition, and un- 
onftancy of- his health-obliged the Father 10 
leave-him along time under the tuition of Wo- 
en. Yet at the time they were-but buſie 
about his body, and endeavour to- procure 
him,,a good ſtrong conſtitution, he afforded 
almoſt every day inſtances of the beautifuloeſs 
of his genious. He ſhewed, in the-midfiof 
theſe his infirmities ſuch promifingd poſitions 
for ſtudy.; that his Father could not chuſe bur 
procure him the firſt exerciſes ſuitableto the 
deſign he had of cultivating us ſtock of parts, 
maugre the reſohation he liad taken to make 
{ure of the.corporeal health of his Son, before 
he attempted any thing upon his mind. H 
Þ 3 ©" £8 
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» 1V., The, cares of. this new family dig not yisinclina-, 
canſe- 7oachim des Cartes to divert his cares he tiow tg | 
owed to his-Son d« Rerran whom he was wont S'v1y- 
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*To 'this effe& they carried on the buſineſs, | 


that nothing was ſpoiled. So that a Man may 


ſay':theſe firſt ſtudies were nothing but ſleight 


Effays, and bur- {operficial rude draughts and 


delineations at thole they intended to make jþ 


him perform when he was of Age.., 
His Father confidering he was going 1nto 


him to Le NiSninth year, thought it behoved himfro take 


fliche roStu- 
dy, 


the advantage of the new foundation of that 
famous Colledge of La fleche in favour of the 
Jeſuirs, he admitted him, and 'put him into 
Commons there 40 1604. after- Winter 
was over, and recommended himyparticularly 


to the care of *Fathber ' Charter” his Kinſman. 


This Father, who was along time-Rector of 


this. Colledge, before he proceeded to the | 


chief employments of the Company, conceiv- 


ed ſuch a tender affeRtion for young Des Cartes | 
du Perron, the willinger took upon him all the } 
care in reference to his Body as well.as his- * 
Mind: He was like both a Father and Go-+: | 
vernour to- him above- eight years together 


that he flay'd in the Colledge, and helped him 


Provincia! - and ''Confeiſour to: our -King 
Botly of them perceiving our-young Sc 


to Father Dines for a tutour, who was fince. 
ar 


pretty -ſer;fible of all * rheir kindneſſes, were 


not long before they joined to them ſome: 
eſteem and affection for him, and afterthat 
had been his difeRours as to his Stadies, Con- 
cu&t-and Behaviour, ſo they madehim their 
Friend, 'and continued fo tobe till death, 
whonmalſo they were careful to diſcourſe with 
and entertain, bya-miutual commerce of Let-' 
te© and Recommendations, Young 
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Young Des Cartes, whom we ſhall no lon- x;. ,co6. 
ger call d4# Perron, but only at ſuch time as ciency in 
; Thore is need ro diſtinguiſh him in His Paren- Latin and 
rage, Had brought along with him ar his v<* 
firſt coming to the Colledge a more than or- 
dinary Pafhon to acquire the Sciences, and 
this PaHon being backt with a (olid under- 
ſtanding, yet quick, lively, and free withal, 
he evermore mſ{wered the intentions of his 
Father, and diligence of his Tutors beyond 
expectation z in all tke courſe of his Hamanity 
which was five years and an half, none ever 
ceived inhim the leaſt affeQation of ſingu- 
i#fity; except that which emulation produced, 
for he cook ſome Pride, to ont-run ſuch of 
his on who had our-ſtript others. 
Beihg of 2 very good nature, of an eafie com- 
 Kvpyhﬀing tumour, he never found himſelf uneafie 
J at the ſubmiſſion he paid to his Maſters Will; 

- Wand his diligence in plying” his buſineſs and 
performing his task, both of the Clafle and 
Chamber, coſt him nothing. 

With theſe two hopefal diſpoſitions he 
made great proficiency in the knowledge of 
the two Tongnes, the importance and necefſ1- 
ty whefeof for underſtanding ancient Authors 
he early .apprehended. He loved Poetry a 

t deat more than thoſe, who look upon 

im but as a Philoſopher, can poſſibly imagin. 
Nay hehadeven ſomething of gTalent forPoe- 
tryzhe hath made it plainly appear thar he was 
not aftranger to thephancies and niceties there- 
of. He found moreover a great deal of pleafure 
in the Fables of the Ancients, not ſo much be- 
B 4 . cauſe 
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(8) 
cauſe of ſome myſteries of natural and moral 
Philoſophy chat w2s couched under them, as 
that they rouſed his Spirit by their genteil 
phancies. 


In recompence of his faithfalne(s and exact- * 


nels wherewith he diſcharged his duty, he ob- 
rain'd liberty,not to keep clole to Lectures,nor 
compoſitions which otherwiſe .were enfoin'd 
him in Common with his aflogates. Now his 
buſineſs was to make uſe of this liberty to ſatis- 
fie his paſhon, which he felt to increaſe in him 


to acquire a clear and certain knbwiedge of wha.» 


oever conduceth to the profit and aduant age of Life, 
which they had put him in hopes to attain by 
means of humanity ; © upon this account not 
* taking up with. that which is taught in the 
* Colledge, he run over, If a man may believe 


* him, all the Books that treat of- Sciences, 


* chat men account the inoſt rare and curious, 
which you muſtuaderſtand only of what could 
at that time come to his hands. ' I ſhall add; 
for the undeceiving thoſe. who have {uſpected, 
that in the whole ſeries of his life, that he 
had bur ſmall inclination, or yalue for Books: 
that we meet with but very Tew ſentiments 
more advanragious than thoſe he paſt upon 
them in thoſe days, © He was fully perſuaded 
* that rezding of good Books, is as it were the 
* converling with the greateſt wits and honeſt- 
* eſt perſons of former ages, who wereAuthors 
* of them, but withal that it was a ſtudied 
* converſation, in which they diſcovered to 
* us their beſt chonghes only. 


"V, Be- 
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Y. Beſides emulation of ſtudy, behaviour 11; friends 
and genteil breeding, Colledges. do yet pro- in.che Col- 
duce another advantage, of which Monſieur ledge. 
$ De: Cartes would not be deprived, that is-to 

fay, the advantage of friends and acquaintanc2, 

which one does there contract with thole ot 
his. own age, and humour, and which prove 
the Seeds of the ſtrongeſt and moſt durable 
friendſhip ; the antience(t of his Friends were 
without doubt thoſe he got acquaintance with 
ia.the Colledge of La fleche, But beſides Re- 
natus le clerc, fince Biſhop of Glandave, and the 
Sieur | Chanvean of Melun, who afterward be- 
came a grand Mathematician, and a zealous 
Cartefhan; we know no more, beſides, in 
thole days, but Father 44 arinus Marſennus, 4 
Minim, whc paſt for Monſteur Des Cares his 
Reſident at far, amongſt Learned men, and 
for the Dean, of his friends and followers, 
notwithſtanding, he was near upon eight years 
older «than be, and albeit he was in his Rhe- 
corick, -when the other did but begin his Ac- 
cidence. - 

M. Des Cartes was in the firſt year of his Tie carry- 
courſe of Philoſophy, when the news of the }78 ***: + 
Kings Death, {lain upon Friday May 4. 1610. 4.4, 
made aNaa term in the Colledge,this Prince 
upon beſtowing his hoale of La froke upon 
the Jeſuits, deſired: his Heart, that of the 
Queen, and his Succeſſours might be carried 
thither after their Death,”-and kept in their 
Church, fo that all the time that palt berween 
that fatal news, and'the removing the Kings 
Heart .to. La fieche, was ſpent in public 
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the Winter foregoing, was the: only -orie of 
all the parts of Logick, wheretd, as he after-- | 


icks. 
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Prayers in the Colledge, in funeral compoſi- 
rtions, both in Verſe and Proſe, and in prepa- 


rations for the reception of this depoſirum. Ir © 


was performed on the firſt of Zune with a great 


deal of Ceremony. and it' was conſtituted and F: 
agreed upon in the Townhall of La fleſche, | 


that upon the aniverſary day their ſhould be 
performed every year a folemn Procefſion, 
with Service ſuitable thereto for the Kings 
Soul, and that.the faid day ſhould be obſer- 
ved thence forward juſt as Holy days ate, in 
ſhutting up al! Courts of Jadicature, in mak- 


ing vacation in the ſeveral cloſſes, and caufing 


all ſhops to be cloſe ſhut up. 

Monday following of Fune the term begun 
again for performing the uſual exerciſes inthe 
Colledge, and Monſieur es Carres continned 


wards declared, he applied himſelf the moſt 
in the Colledge. From that time he perceiv- 
ed that Syllogilms, and the greateſt part of 
the other inſtructions of your School Logick, 


ſerve not ſo much to underſtand things! which 


one would fain know, as to explain thoſe one 
knows to others : or elſe to prate without 


judgment of thoſe whereof a man is-ignorant, 


which is the eſte& rhey aſcribe to Ramond Lnl+ 


lies Art. Of all the dictates he received from | 


his Maſters, he retained none but rhe four 
Rules, -which ſerved afterwards -whereon to 
ground his new Philoſophy, the firſt is, Not ro 
admit any thing for truth, that he did uot wo 
AN 


C.30::3 
and diftintly know to be ſo, The ſecond, To di- 
vide things as far as poſſibly one could, the better 
| ro-reſolve them. The third, To regulate a Mans 
* Thoughts orderly, beginning with the moſt ſimple 
& objets, on purpoſe to come up by degrees, to the 
knowledge of the moſt compound ones. The fourth 
is, To-omit nothing in the anumeration of the 
things whoſe parts he 1s to examine, But at that 
J very time hecompiled a fingular method for 
himſelf of diſputing in Philoſophy, which 
mightily pleaſed his perpetual direor Father 
Charlet, as it did likewiſe his Tutor Father 
Diner, altho it- put him that moderated to 
his Trumps. When they came-to propound 
an argument in the diſpatation, he, at firſt, 
asked ſeveral queſtions de definirione nominum x 
then he asked if © they did nor agree aboyt cer- 
tain -received truchs known , of which he 
made thety agree and. conſent to. Thereup- 
FF on he compoſed only one argument, from 
_ ic was very hard togert clear withouc 
PUting; " "q 
The Stady of the Morality of the Schools 
IX ſtood him in ſtead, chiefly ro make him 
J diſtinguiſh that of the Heathen, and of the 
= Moral honeſt man of the World, from that 
of. a Chriſtian, bur weareat a loſs to know 
certainly whether or no, he was beholding 
+ to his Maſters Papers, for the four Maximes 
wherein he makes all his particular Morality 
to confiſt, The firſt of theſe Maximes was 
To obey rhe Laws and Cuſtoms of his Country, 
"5; clofe to the Religion in which God was 
Pleaſed he ſhould be born. * The ſecond, to be Pod 
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faſt and reſolute in his aftions, and t0.adbere as 


conſtantly to the moſt dubious opinions, when he 


ſhould once be determined to follow them, as if | 
they nere moſt certain. The third, to labour \# 
rather to conquer himſelf than Fortune. To * 


change his deſire rather than the Order. of ,the 
World, and to perſuade himſelf that nothing is ab- 
ſolutely in our power, but our Thoughts, The 
fourth, To determine and. propoſe ſomething to 
himſelf, without blaming other Men in their Em- 
ployments and different vecupations, to determine 
and propoſe to himſelf the buſineſs of improving his 
reaſon ; and to ſearch out the truth of _ all things 
all bis Life long. -The year followios which 


' he ſpent jn the Study of Metaphiſicks was lels 


ſatisfaory to him, than the Study of Logick 
and Ethicks. At that very time he perceived 


himſelf perplext wich errous and'dcubts, in-- | 


ſtead, of that clear and diſtin ; A ledge. of | 
whatſoever conduceth to the enero fe, we 
| diſcover in his © 
Studies. The further he proceeded, the.more | 
he diſcovered his own ignorance,he ſaw. by. the | 
Lectures of hisMaſters and thereading of their } 
Books, that Phylaſophy had been, cultivated | 
and improved from all antiquity by the.men | 
of the moſt excellent parts that ever appear'd | 
in the World, and yet for all that, there was | 
not. any thing in the World, of which men 


they bore him in hand he ſhauld 


did nor diſpute, and call in queſtion, and con- 


ſequently nothing but what was doubtful, All 


the eſteem he had put upon his Maſters, could 
not ſtock himſelf with preſumption to hope 
that he could hit on it better than others 5 

| =34 ' con- 
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(13) 
confidering the diverſity of opinions main- 
ind by learned perſons touching the fame 
ubje& matrer, there being never more than 
E one of them that could be true,he had already 
© accuſtorn'd himſelf almoſt co repure whatſo- 
eyer was but probable, for falſe. If he had 
never had but one Maſter, or if he had never 
been acquainted with theſe different opinions _ 
amongſt Philoſophers, he. proteſtech he ſhould - 
never have had' occaſion to ſequeſter himſelf, 
and withdrawn from the number of ſuch who 
muſt' be content ro follow other mens opi- 
nions,. rather chan to find our others cthem- 
ſelves. But having learnt even when he was 
in the Colledge, ( they are his own expreſſi- 
ons) thar one cannot imagine that thing ſo 
ancourff and wild that hath not been adyanced 
by fome Philoſopher or other, ke prerends he 
could by no means make choiſe of, any one 
guide, whoſe opinions could appear ro him 
much 'to be prefer'd before the opinions of 
others: this was that which put him upon cur- 
ow our himſelf a new road in proceſs of time, 
and to undertake the conducting and manage» 
ing himſelf. 4 & 
In detpight of all che rubs his row'ring Spi- 
rit met with in tHe purſuir of his progam.ar 
+4 was he to come ro the-end of his courſe, 
in the ſame time asrche reſt of his fellow Stu- 
dents ' did, that never found any quaries to . 
put,nor any difficulties to remove in the tran(- 
cripts of their Maſters ; they made him pro- 
ceed afrer that, to the Study of Mathems- 
ticks, to, which he alloted his laft your reſt- 
Ence 
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( 14 ) 


dence at La fieſee, the delight he took' there- 
in, paid him with intereſt for the vaſt trqy- 
ble and pains the School Philoſophy had ple 


him to; and the progreſs he made there- 
in was ſo extraordinary, that the Colledge Z\Þ 


of La fieſche hath acquired it ſelf by his means {| 
the glory of having produc't the greateſt Ma- 
thematician they ever yet ſaw. Amongſt the 
parts of Mathematicks, he choſed the' Analyſis 
from Geometry, and Algebra to make the ſnb- 
jet of his particular application, on parpoſe 
ro purge them from what was unprofitable 
and hurtful in them, and to bring them to 
perfection, this is that he laboured about  &. 
the very time he was in the Colledge, with- 
out depending either upon his Maſter or fel- 3 
low Collegians, if we give credit to thoſe 


who would make him the Author of that ſort 


of Algebra which they call the Key of all the * 


Liberal Arts and of all Sciences. Which 'F 
they eſteem as the beſt method, that ever ſaw F< 


the light, to diſcern truth from falſhood. þ 
The diſpenſation he had obtain'd from the ? 
Father Principal of the Colledge not to be oþb- * 
=_ P Fw every > iho of ——_—_— | 
ilofophy, ſupply'd with an opportunity and W*< 
means to follow it as cloſely as Cs 


rea- } 


ſonably deſire. Father Charles Retour of * 


the Colledge had conceded. ro him amongſt # 
other priviledges, that of lying long in Bed, | 
as well by reaſon of his was of diſpoſition | 
as for that he obſerved in him a mind natural- 
ly inclind co meditation, OY 
when he awaked all his Spirits recoll ; 
an 


43243 


2nd his Senſes much compoſed and ſedate af- 
er his Nights reſt improved all theſe favoura- 
> conjunCtures for to meditate; this practice + 
- Bigurn'd fo into a ſecond nature, that it was his 
, *&iſual manner of Studying all his Life after. 
And one-may ſafely ſay, ghat the World owes 
o his Morning Meditations in Ped, all choſe 
fine important productions of his Brain both 
in Philoſophy and Mathematicks. 

VII. Having finiſhed the courſe of his Stu- He leares 
dies in the Month of Azgaft 1612. He quits ft © 
the Colledge of Le fleſcbe after eight years © 
and halt beingReſident therein, andreturned - 

me-to his- Fathers Houſe, with the accumu- 

; ted Praiſes and Good Word of his Maſters 
_ Wor Tucours. There remain'd to him all his 
, whole Life airer, a great ſtock of thankfal 
Ecknowledgment for the obligation they laid 
, 'SWpon bim,.and he had a great kindneſs and 
Wlieem for the Colledge, which he was wont 
0 Exi0l above all others, whether it was be- 
cauſe his own experience had afforded him a 
, Wore particular knowledge of ir, or elſe be- 
Wcaule we are natural and commonly indaced 
Fro commend the Place of our Education 
equally with that of qur birth, and to boaſt of 
. Four Maſters as of our Parents. 
But altho', he might be ſatisfied with his 
alters upon his .leaving the Colledge, yer 
92a be by no means ſatisfied with himſelf, smail @- 
J'c (cem'd to him that he had got nothing by tisfattion 
his Studies, but a greater knowledge, of his 9." 5*- 
1800rance, all the advantages he had gained, 
in the Eyes of the World, and which wer 
rags 


(46) 
bragg'd of as fo many wonders, were all $6- 

* © *duced, according to his own opinion, to exg- 
barras and perplexity, to doubts, and troubs* 
of mind. The Laurels wherewith his Maſters * 
crowned him, thereby to diſtinguiſh. him 
from his fellow Students, appeared to' him} 
but Thorns. ©, 

If we +do not belye nor undervalue the 
judgment of thoſe who were well acquain- 
ced with thoſe times, we ſhould not deny bar 
that he abundantly deſerved, a ftripling as he 
was, that Rank, the Publick beſtowed on 
him even at that time, amongſt che Able 
Learned Men of the Age. Bur it was hever 
2 more dangerous time to be laviſh of che qua- 
lity of a Wiſe and Knowing Perſon for he 
was: not content = to reject this” quality 
which Men would have faſtened upon him.:; 
, but” willing to meaſure other Mens Corn by ? 
his own buſhel, it was ten to one but he had? 
taken thoſe who bore the ſame quality, for? 
ho\ real Knowing Learned Men, and his un- 
dervaluing of whatſoever, Men Term, Scien- 8" 
oy. was very like to have diſcovered ith 
elf. - 

The diſpleaſure he conceived to ſee him- 
ſelf difabuſed of the miſtake wherewith he 
flatter'd himſelf to be able to acquire, 4 clear? 
and aſſired knowledge of whatſoever us able 
ro life. Was like to bave precipitated him into 
deſpair, ſeeing, beſides, that the Age he lived 
in was as flouriſhing as any of the preceeding, 
and phancying with himſelf cha all che Men 
of Parts, of which this Age was very _ 

; un 
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© found ono. in he ſame pen he 
in, althoug venture were {o_ 
N Adble of it as himſelf ; he had a ſhrewd 
"Temptation to believe, that there was no ſuch 
\Shiog as a Sciefice in the World in —_— 
>e&,ſuch an one as they made him hope for 
The reſult of all theſe tedious, vexatious xe a;g4rg; 
» WDeliberations; was that from the year 1613. Books and 
. Whe would forſfakes and diſcard all Books, and Sciences, 
cMcotally rid himſelf of the-Srudy of Learning, 924 wh) 
71:3; _—_— ny 1 be _ 
n {Wicace tne greateit part Or your Sparks 0 - 
ity, who arenot necefhrated to Study where- 
dy to ſubſiſt, or to get Preferment in the 
orld. Yet there 1s this difference, that 
heſe in bidding adicu to Books,dream of no- 
hing elfe but to ſhake off that Yoak whiclz 
he Colledge had rendred inſupportable ro 
em, whereas Monſieur Des Cartes would not 
ave packt off his Books, for which, he had 
Dteherwiſe a great love for ; but only becauſe 
> found not in them what he: ſought for,upon 
. Whe Credit of thoſe who ingaged him to ply 
it FÞis Study. Although he was -ſenſible how 
SFnauch he was obliged ro his Maſters, who o- 
1- Waicted nothing withinthe verge of cheir pow- 
Fr, for to ſatisfie him; Nevertheleſs he did 
ot believe himſelf at all beholden to'his Stu- 
ies, for what he afterward effected for tra- 
ing of Truth in Arts and Sciences ; he did 
ot ſtick to ſay to ſome Friends, thatalthoogh 
, Wis Father had not brought |.' n up a Schollar, 
n W<t/ he would not for all thar, have forbora 
1, Writing i bis Mother Tongue, the ſelf (ane 
d Whing he has written in Latin, ©C + VIIE. 
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mis ſlay az VIIL. He ſpent the: Winter at the latter 


Rom! ard 


then ac Pa- 


'4, 


end of 1612, and beginning of 1613. in the 
City of Reimes or Rennes, 1n paying viſits Wo * 


his Family, to learn to ride the gaeat Horſe, i 
co learn to Fence, and other ſuch-like Exer- :7 


Ciſes ſuitable to his quality, one may gueſs by % 
a little Freatiſe of his concerning Fencing , | 
whether or no he mil-ſpent his time 1n that | 
Exerciſe. +14 | 

His Father who had already cauſed his El- 
der Brother to apply himſelf to the Law , 
ſeemed to have ſome thoughts of deſigning 
him-for the Service of his King and Country 
inthe Army z but his tender years, and the 
weakneſs of his Conſtitution. would not per- 
mit him to expoſe him ſo early to the Toiles 
of War. He judged it adviceable, firſt to} 
fer him ſee the World, to that purpolehe re-! 
ſolved to ſend him to Paris towards the Spring, * 


-- but perhaps ir. was a great over-{ight in him, 


to Abandon him. to his ewn Conduct, and 
leave him to himſelf, without affording him 
any other Governour but a valet de Chambre, 


. and not any to inſpe& him beſides a Lacquey 


or tio : herelyed too confidently upon the 
wildom of a Youth of*17. years, void of Ex- 
perience, and of all helps, but his own pro- 
per ſtrength to wraſtle againſt all occa(ions of 
undoing himſelf. 

Yea, and he had power enough to guard 
lum from groſſer Debauches, aor to be over- 
taken by the Diforders of Intemperance; but 
he found he was not proof againſt Companies 
that hawled him away, to take a walk on 

| ; an 


(19) 
and then to Gaming, and other Divertiſements 
that paſs.in the World for indifferent in them- 
ſelves : that which contributed much to make 
him more particularly addicted ro Gaming, 
vas, that he came always off with great For- 
*WÞune, eſpecially in thoſe Games that depend 
Ore upon induſtry than chance. 
Bur the worſt improvement he made du- 
ring this idle time, was the renewing his Ac- 
1uaintance with divers perſons, whom he had 
(een at Le Fleſche, and the Friendſhip he Con- 
racted with ſome Perſons of worch ; who 
erved a little to reclaim him from that aver- 
-—_ had ſeized him for the Study of 
DOOKS. | 
The moſt conſiderable of his new Friends, His Friend- 
*$rvas that Famous Claudius Mydorge Treaſurer Mi _ ; 
Df France,and of the generality of Amiens,Son OR 
$0 a Counſellor of the grear Chamber, and 
ucceſlor- to Vieta, in his Reputation of che 
Whief Mathematician in France, during ſome 
ime; M. Des Cartes, who was younger by al- 
noſt eleven years, found,l know not , what in 
his Acquaintance : Whether fot his humour , 
pr the Character of his Mind, which united 
hem fo cloſe in fuch firict bonds of Friend- 
iP, that nothing could have ſeparated them, 
dar Monfteur Mydorge his Death. 
| It was about the fare time allo, that he yi. x. 
phe again opon Martinus Merfeunu at Pars, ther Xt: 
bur as to his Exteriour Garb, quite different /in:s. 
rom that he had known him at La Fleſche, Mer- 
ennws had turn'd A4nim after his leaving the 
dorbon- School, this renewing of their acquain- 
2 rance, 
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His ſlay at VIIL. He ſpent the- Winter at the latter M: 


end of 1612. and beginning of 1613. in the 
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his Family, to learn to ride the gaeat Horſe, "$ 
to learn to Fence, and other ſuch-like Exer- 
Ciſes ſuitable ro his quality, one may guels by 4 
a little Freatiſe of his concerning Fencing , 
whether or no he mil[-ſpent his time in that 
Exerciſe. + _ , | 
His Father who had already cauſed his El-W 

der Brother to apply himſelf ro the Law ,c 
ſeemed to have ſome thoughts of deſigning 
him for the Service of his King and Country 
inche Army 3 but his tender years, and the 
weakneſs of his Conſtitution. would not per- 
mic him to expoſe him ſo early to the Tales 
of War. He judged it adviceable, firſt to! 
fer him ſee the World, to that purpolehe re-? 
ſolved to ſend him to Paris towards the Spring, 
- but perhaps ic was a great over-{ight in him; 
fo Abandon him. tro his @wn ConduRt, and! 
leave him to himſelf, without affording hims 
any other Govertour but a valer de Chambre, i 
. and not any to inſpe& him beſides a Lacqueyſ 
or two : herelyed too confidently upon the 
wildom of a Youth of*17. years, void of Ex: 
perience, and of all helps, but his own pro- 
per {trength co wraſtle againſt all occaſions ok 
undoing himſelf. 

| Yea, and he had power enough to guard 
lim from groſſer Debauches, aor to be over 
taken by the Diſorders of Intemperancez but 


hefound he was not proof againſt Companie 
that hawled him ayay, to take a walk now 
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and then to Gaming, and other Divertiſements 


hat paſs in the World for indifferent in them- 
elves : that which contributed much to make 


©, "Sim more particularly addicted ro Gaming, 
T 


" he came always off with great For- 
eſpecially in thoſe Games that depend 
nore upon induſtry than chance. 

Bur the worſt improvement he made cu- , 
ing this idle time, was the renewing his Ac- 
nuaintance with divers perſons, whom he had 
een at La Fleſche, and the Friendſhip he Con- 

acted with ſome Perſons of worth ; who 
erved a little to reclaim him from that aver- 
On that had ſeized him for the Study of 


$obks. 


The moſt conſiderable of his new Friends, His Friend- 
ras that Famous Claudius Mydorge Treaſurer = _ ; 
f France,and of the generality of Amiens,Son _—_— 
> a Counſellor of the great Chamber, and 

ceflor- to Vieta, in his Reputation of che 

wief Mathematician in France, during ſome 
me; M. Des Cartes, who was younger by al- 
oft eleven years, found,I know not, whatin 
is Acquaintance : Whether for his humour , 

the Character of his Mind, which unired 
zem fo cloſe in fuch Rtrict bonds of Friend- 

P, that nothing could have ſeparated them, 
ar Monfieur ydorge his Death. 

It was about the ſame time alſo, that he w;.r, j-6. 

t again Bpon Aartinus Merſeunus at Parts, ther .:- 
it as to his Exteriour Garb, quite different (rs. 
om that he had known him at La Fleſche, Mer- 

bad turn'd A4nim after his leaving the 
drbon- School, this _ of their acquain- 
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france. 
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tance, was fo much the more acceptable to 
the Monk,becauſe Monſieur D. Cartes was not 
ſo much below him, as when: he ſaw him a % 


£ . 


Meeting proved Advantagious for Monſter 3 
Des Cartes; foraſmuch as it ſerved to deliver & 
him from his being given to Gaming, - and 0-j 
cher unprofitable paftimes : They began to 
reliſh the ſweetneſs of their innocent acquain- 
tance, and to fo)ace one another in the re- 
ſearch of truth, when Father Merſennus was 
about the year 1614. ſent to Nevers, there to 
read Philoſophy to the young Monks of hls 
+ © MS 

This Separation went toMonſieur Des Carte: 
his Heart. Burt in ſtead of occaſioning hin 
any thoughts to return to his ſports and 41dle-} 
neſs, .it made him come the better to himlſelf,! 
than the preſence of his Virtuous Friend did, « 
it inſpired into him the Reſolution to retire? 
from the World, and forſake even his uſual , 


wuorult loving. = xk. Hoe dd DFI 


Friends and Companions, on purpoſe to (etÞllf x 
himſelf again to the Study that he had Re-iF ; 
linquiſhed. He made choice of a place of - 
Retirement 1n the Fanxbourg St. Germain , if 
where he hired an Houſe. out of the Noile,W ; 
and ſhuc himſelf op, with only one or two , 
Servants,without ſo much as giving his Friends 

or Kinſmen notice thereof. Having .in, thief x 
manner recovered his guſto for Study, he was x 
over Head and Ears in the Study of Mathe-W | 
maticks, to which he beſtowed all that Lei-M }: 
ſure he had but now procured himſelf, whichY « 


continued nocar upon two years, f 
Such 


( 21) 


Such of his Friends which were good for 
© $f nothingelſe but to paſs away the time and di- 
I vertiſement, ſoon grew weary, that they (ee 
x 


bur all in vain, in the Cicy, at Court, andin. 
" JF his Country; he was ſo wiſe at the beginning 


I of his Retirement, to prevent the. chance of 


| - 


Hands of theſe Troubleſome Perſons, when 


ons 3 the buſineſs had no bad Succeſs for near 
Wy £5 years rogether z bur he afterwards relyed 
"WF but too confidently upon the luckineſs of his 
Solitude, for not bring vigilant enough abour 
his regreſs and ingrels, 
his ways, and turnings as before, he was met 
with by one of his Friends, whom he could 
not get quit off, till ſuch rime as he ſhould 
diſcover the place of his Abode. 2 
This coſt Monſieur Des Cartes his Liberty, 
to ſay no worſe, the Friend did ſo far prevail 
by his frequent reiterated viſits, and by his 
importunity, that he firſt troubled his Repole, 
and then Diverted him from his beloved So- 
litude, to bring him again upon the Stage of 
'"'F the World ; and tg plung him again into Di- 
Oo vertiſements as before. | 
But he ſoon perceived he had changed his 
vg Reliſh for Pleaſure, Games,and walkings were 
not ſo Charming to him, as once before ; and 
SM the Enchantments of Worldly Delights, had 
1 but-very weak effects upon him, againſt the 
nl Charms of Philoſophy and Mathematicks , 
\ from which his Jovial Friends weregot able 
r9x 


*$him no more: They ſought him up and downY 
1 


meeting any, that he might not fall into the 


he was obliged togo abtoad about his occaft- - 


and not Cautious of 


He is found 


out and 1n- 


terrupted, 


is deſign © Burt as his Heart was already prepoſleſſed % 
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( 22 ) 
fo free him. They made him ſpend the W* 
Chriſtmas holy days Anno 1616. and the be- 4 

inning of the next year; til] Shroveride, as 2% 
Gnerrily as they poſhbly could. But, they | 


4 
A 
. 
F 


could not make him take delight inany thing © 
bur Muſick, by a Conſort of which he could } 
not chuſe but be much taken, conſidering the { 
Skill he had in Mathematick's. . ; 

He no longer could hope from the impor- 
tunate companions of his Age: and Quality, 
to have the liberty of retrieving and improv- 
ing his retirement, and beſide ſeeing himſelf | 
one and twenty years of Age, he it FX 
his duty to enter upon Service; He departed ki 
for Holland in the Month of May, and Liſted * 
himſelf in the Prince of Orange his Troops, in ? 
quality of a Voluntier, doing in this as many 
other younger Brothers of the French Nobi- : 
lity did : who flockt thither, to learn the 'iF 
Trade of War, under the Condudt of that 28 
great Captain. _ 


by a Rronger paſſion for the reſearch of Truth, 
to Which he was fully reſolved to apply him- 7 
{e}f ſooner or later, his deſign was not to be- ! 
come a great Warriour - in this Prince his 
School, ſo that in determining to bear Arms, | 
he reſolved neyer to appear any way forward 
as an Actor, but every where to be but as a 
Spectator -of whar is 15 in all forts of 
Common-wealths and States, upon the Stages 
of the World. - He turned Souldier for no 
other .end, bur only ro Study the - differenr 
natures of men more according to nature, and 
_ to | 
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ie WM to endeavour to make himfelf proof againſt 
>. M$ all the accidents of Lite. That he mught nor 
25 #be unealie under any Superiour Power, he re- 
ms” ale gyon his firſt entrance all Command and 
Ve & YN gements, and always maintained 
d Himſelt ar his own charges. But pro fora to 
@ | yy up. the cuſtom he was to-receive once 
at leaſt his Pay, and had the curiolity to By 
-: {Wſerve that piece of Money he had for his Pay 
7, all his Life, as a Teſtimony of his having (erv- 
7. ed in the Army. 
8 He did really take delight in War at that 
it Age, buc' this inclination was but-the effect 
4 Lt the heat of his Liver, which was aſlwaged 
{4 $2 proceſs of time. Altho?, the City of Bre- 
n $4 where he lay in Garriſon, enjoy'd at that 
y Fine the . quiet which was procured it by the 
;_ Fl ruce concluded upon, berween the Spaniard 
e nd Holander, yet tor all that he always ſhew- 
t 8&4 himſelf an utter Enemy of Idleneſs and 
" $FLibertiniſm. Whether you conſider him in 

*JFliis Military Occupations, wherein he was 
aliduous and careful as any of the hotteſt for- 
wardeſt Souldiers, or be it you look upon 
him at the leiſure hqurs he could ſpare from 
his Duties, which he employed in Study, when 
others ſpent it in Debauchery. 

Ar- that time it ſo happened, that an Ano- 
nymus perſon cauſed a Problem of Mathema- 
ticks to be afhxt up and down the ſtreets of 
Breda, to be propounded to the Learned, and 
to require the ſolution of it. Monſieur Des 
Cartes beholding the concourſe of Paſſengers 
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| WM flopping before the Notre afhxe Writ in Dutch 
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defired the next Man he found by him, that MA 
he would pleaſe to tell him either in Latin or hw! 
French, the ſubſtance of what is contained. fo 
The Man, as good lack would have jg, to 
whom he addreſt himſelf, was willine ſa-*2 
tisfhe him, yet upon this condition, that he 
,on his part would be obliged to folve-the Pro- | 
blem, which he judged it ſelf to be very 
difficult. Monſieur Des Carres accepted of the 
condition with: ſuch* a reſolute Air, that the 
Man little expeRing ſuch a thing from a young 
Cade! in the Army, gave him his name in 
Writing, '-cogether with the Place of his '* 
Abode, to the intent he might bring him the # 
ſolution of ir when he ſhould find fit our..; 
Monſieur Des Carte: underſtood by his Note, '? 
that his Name was Iſaac Beekman, and that he * 
was Principal of the Colledge at Dort, no % 
ſooner was he retarn'd to his ers, but 7 
{ſetting himſelf to examine the Problem of the % 
unknown Perſon, after the Rules of his Me- $ 
thod, he found out the ſolution of it with } 
much eaſe and readineſs, as Yiera once did in | 
reſolving in lefs than three hours, that famous % 
queſtion propounded by Aarian Romain 10- all i 
Machematicians under the Cope of Heaven. ! 
Not to fail of his Word, away he goes next 81 
day to Beekmans Lodging, brings him the ſo- 
lution. of the Problem, nay and offers to-give 
him the conſtruction of- it, if he defired fo 
much, Beckman ſeem'd furprifed, but his won- 
der increaſed when beginning to diſcourſe, on 
purpole to poſe him, and ſound the parts and 
capacities of the Young Man, he found his 
= Abilities q 
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t MAbilicies much beyond his own in the Sciences 
r wherein his whoke time had been taken up 
d. for ſeveral years: He craved of his amicable 
0 -4Forreſpondence, and offered him his, and be- 
a- Feccht him to conſent that they might main- 
e Wain a matrual commerce of Studies, all the 
>» ZFFcmainder ' of their Life- -Monfeur Des Car 
s anſwered all thoſe Civilities with all the 
fleas of unfeigned amity, notwithſtanding 
was younger than he by near thirty years, 
nd that he might give him evidences of the 
onfidence he repoled in him, he chearfully 
Zeonſented that he ſhould be his copreſpondenc 

gr Holand, as he defired he might. + | 


Whilſt Count Maurice carve to be Þ. of > rot 
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4 range upon the Death of his Brother, which 
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"*Dappened the 20ch. of Feb. 1618. and was juſt wick, 
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*Foing chrough the Provinces and Cities with 
me Troops, - to reduce the Armenians : 
$1onfiear Des Cartes had a mind to ſtay at 
Freda, where he imploy'd his time in compo- 
ng ſome Writings, amongſt which, that 
which is beſt kaown, is his Teatiſe of Muſick, 
comipoſed it in Latin, for he had acquired 
$ notable knack of Conceiving and Writing 
, Þ-x temmpore, whatſoever came into his Mind. 
le was willing to entruſt him with the Ort - 
zinal, at whole requeſt he had compoſed ir, 
but with this Proviſo that he ſhonld ler no 
dody ſee, becauſe, judging it very imperfe&, 
2 feard leſt it (ſhould become publick, ei- 
her by Printing it, or by Multiplication of 
ome Copies. Beeckman who was reckoned 
amongſt the prime Matheraticians of the 
ge, 
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Age, found icnot too imperfect for him, and; 
thinking Des,Cartes had diſown'd and laid noWhx 
claim to it, he thought fit to g&t ſome credit® 
by it, as tho' he had been the Author of it. 
Monſieur Des Cartes believed he was obliged 
to bring down his Pride, and to let him un-% 
cerſtand what a baſe thing it s toacquire him-F 
{elf a lictle reputation at the expence of pre-8c 
judicing the Truth. | 
His Friends could never get his conſent t9 
publith this Treatiſe whilſt he was alive 3 his 
Enemies having come by a Copy of it not (0 
perfect as ſhould be, ſought for an occaſion 
to be revenged of him after his Death. ButZ 
they laboured to their own (ſhame, and were 
ſo tar from diſgracing his Memory, that they 
drew -upon him the admiration of all who? 
knew that it was the compoſure of a Youths 
of 22 years old. To tell you Truth, the pub- © 
lick does not at this time judge it ſucha mean 'Y 
piece, as the Authour would make them be- 
lieve it to be: the multitude of Editions, and 
- the Tranſlations into Engliſh and French, 
warrants its being approved on. | 
XI. Beekman leaving to the Miniſters and | 
Divines the care-of holding their National 
Council in his City comes to Breda to ſpend 
the beſt part of his Time with Monſieur Des 
Cartes tO exercife himſelf in the Mathe- 
maticks with him, and to propound queſtions 
to be reſolved by him; Monſieur Des Carres 
did not acquieſce in the anſwers he made to 
them. He left behind him alſo divers pretty 
works, that would have palt their wa 
that 
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andWhat he ſpent his time well, if he would bur . 
| no ave let them ſee the light ; Amongſt his ju- 
at FFenile Works, one finds his opinion concern- +. 
Ds the Souls of Brutes, Or, of - Machines : 
Fvrit, twenty years before he publithed his 
inciple © touching the diſtin&tion between a 
hinking Subſtance, and-a Subftance extend- 
Jd. He had not fo much as peruſed at char. 
\ge St. Anguſtin, or Pereira, nor any other 
uthor "that was capable to afford him any 
MIghe into this Sentiment, nay, 1t moreover 
pears, that he never in all his Life had ſeen 
era, and that it was from ſome of his 
iends, and ſome who envied him, that he 
ad the news-that they found ſome reſem- 
ince between his opinion and that of this 
paniard. 
Nevertheleſs Monſieur Des Cartes not find- 
p that variety of occupation under the Prince 
& Orange, that he promis'd himſelf upon his 
Faving France, fought for an opportunity to 
move from the Low Countries to ſerve 
dmewhere elſe. The news that was broughc 
d Breda of the great Commotions of Germany, 
wakened his Curioſity of being Specatour 
f the moſt conſiderable affair that paſt in E- 
9pe. They talked of a new Emperour, they. 
alked of the States of Bohemia's Revolt againſt 
heir King, and of a War commenced be- 
ween the Papiſts and Proteſtants : upon this 
ccount Monſieur Des Carres having a mind 
o leave Holland, made uſe gf this pretence, 6 
iz. «The little exerciſe the Ceflation of Arms 


fforded him, which was agreed on —_ 
| che 
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| the Prince of Orange his Forces, and thoſe © 
Marquels Spinola, which was to continue two 
years longer, conformable to the Conventions 
of Truce. His refolution was to paſs into 
Germany, that he might ſerve in the Papiſt;z 
Armys, yet before he would determine v0# 
enter into- any ingagemert, he long'd-to be 

_ preſent at the Corbnation of the new Empe- 
'rour Which was to be performed in the City 
of Francford, 

XII. He departed from Breda in the month 
of Fuly, Anno 1619. he got to Madftrichr, and 
from thence to Aix la chapelle, where he learnt 
the State of Afﬀeairs of Germany; and the pre- 
parations that City were accuſtomed to make 
for the Coronation of the Emperours. Be- 
ing come to Mentz, he underſtood that Fobn 
Scbmichart the Ele&or, had ſummoned all the* 
other Electors of the Empire according to; 
the uſual manner, and had ordered them to? 
meer at Francford on the 20th of Fuly to pro-! 
ceed to the EleCtion of a new Emperour: 

He was He was in this laſt City againſt the time? 
_—_ that«Ferdinand 1I. arrived there, as King of 
mgonof Bohemia and Elector of the Empire : -this 
Ferdinerd, Prince was Ele&ed King of the Romans the 
1, 28th of Angaft, and was Crowned Emperour 
the 3oth of the ſaid month, according ro-the 
01d ſtile,” that 1s to ſay, the-grb of Seprember 
according to our account. Monſieur Des Car- 
res did not appear at the firſt Celiidicoy, that 
relpeced the Ele&ion of the King of the X«- 
mains, by reaſon that an order was iflued out 
to all Forreigners and Strangers, that. js to 


ſay, | 
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ay, to ſuch that neither belonged to the place, 
\ Wor co the Electors retinue, to void the Town, 
ct was he preſent_at.the ſecond Ceremony 
Bhat concern'd the Coronation of the Empe- 
Four, and- he had the curiofity to behold onte 
Wor all, what paſt at itz; To the end he might 
Wot be ignorant of what the principal aours 
of this World do repreſent of moſt pompous 
| _ glorious upon the Theatre of the Uni- 
erle. 
Before he went te Francford; he deliberat- He gets ir- 
2d with himſelf what fide he was to be on, 2 Me Þ: 
hen heinformed that the Duke of Bavaria army. 
evyd Forces. This news produced a deſign 
in him to liſt himſelf cherein , without 
knowing preciſely againſt what Enemy 
hey were to march; all that he underſtood 
of it came to thus much, that he was not ig- 
Orant of the noiſe the troubles of Bohemia 
made throughout all Germany. As he did nok 
Wnuch matter the entring into the intereſts 0 
Scaces and Princes; under whoſe dominion 
SProvidence had not ordain'd him to be born, 
{o he did not pretend to bear a Muſquet to 
promote the concerns of the one, nor yet to 
deſtroy thoſe of the other. 4 He lifted himſelf 
therefore in the Army of the Duke of Bava- 
ria, only as a private Voluntier, not being wil- 
ling to accept any employ. And at that time 
the report wente that they were delign'd 
againſt Mansfield the Baſtard, and the other 
Generalsbf choſe that had revolted in Bohemia, 
but the Duke of Bavaria gave them to under- 
ſtand a lictle while after, chat they __ 
arc 
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March * againſt Frederick V. Eletor Pala 


tine of the Khine, whom the States of Bohe 
mia, had choſen for their King, but four day? 


before the Coronation of the Emperor Fer? 


dinando the Second, whom they intended te} 
exclude from that Crown by this Enter+ 
prize. 


BOOK IL 


From 1619. to 1628. 


Onſteur Des Carresnot intending toſery 
otherwiſe under the D. of Bavaria, 
then he had done under the Prince of Orange ; 
began the Campain, with putting into Winter 
Quarters in the Dutchy of Newbowrg, upon! 
the Banks of the Danube, in the Month of 0- 
fober, An. 1619. He found himſelf in a place 
ſo remote from Communication, and ſo little 
frequented by people, whoſe Converſation 
might afford him any Diverſion, that he even 
procured himlielt fuch a privacy, as the con- 
_ of his Ambulatory Life coutd permit 
Um, | 
Not being ſecure abroad, and not having by 


- good Juckany anxieties,nor paſſions within,that 


were capable of diſturbing him,he ſtaid wirhal 
all theDay long in his ſtove, where he had leiſure 
enough to entertain luimſelf with his thoughts; 
at firſt they were nothing elſe bur pfeludiums 
of imagination, and became daring by de- 
grees, by paſling from one Cogitation to _ 

AM 4 cr, 
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x, proportionably as be perceived the de- 
g Fx his Mind to increaſe by their Concate- 
zrion. One of the firſt thar preſented it ſet, 
4 __ do not _ mo __ lo 
Wuch 10n in works Compoſed of feve- 
S$&ral pieces, and made by the hands of ſeve- 
| Artiſts, as in thoſe in which only one hath 
2de it his buſineſs; it was not an hard task 
pr him, to find wherewithal ro Foment and + 
zintain this thought, not only in Arts,where-- 
one may obſerve, how much drfhculty there 
, in bringing any thing to perfection, if you 
and only upon another Mans ſhoulders,work- 
; RIAREAS tO the Model of another; 
even in politicks, which reſpects the Go- 
rnment of People, yea, and in the Eſta- 
liſhment - of Religion, - which iSthe Handi- 
ork of God alone. 
And then he applies this notion to Sciences, 
knowledge of which, or its precepts, are 
truſted to Books, he ſuppoſerh that Sciences 
leaſt thoſe, the Reaſons, whereof are only 
robable, not being backt by any Demonſtra- 
ions, having fwell'd by little and little; by 
he Opinions of divers particular perſons, and 
deing only Compoſed by the reflections of (e- 
ral perſons of different Intelle&s, do nor - 
pproach- ſo near Truth, as the down right 
eaſonings, that a Man of indifferent good 
denle,uſeth naturally concerning things which 
preſent themſelyes to him. . Me ad 
From thence he undertakes to proceed to ,.;. wi 


| - rs torid 
uman Nature, with the ſame thought. - He himſelf of 
"ul confider, that becauſe we have been In- tis prejudi- 
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fants and Children before we were Men, and 
becauſe we have let our ſelves be a long time 
governed by our RE and by our 
ſters and Tutors, who have oftentimes con 
tradicted one another ; it is in-a manner-im- 
- poffible,that our Judgments ſhould be ſo clear 
or ſo ſolid, as they would have been, pur thi 
Caſe, we had had the perfe& ufe of our R 
ſon, ſo ſoon as ever we were born, or if we 
had never been governed by any thing by 


it. 
The liberty he gave to his Reaſon not mee 
> har any Obſtacle;led him inſenſibly to the 
Subverting of all the ancient Syſtems ; 'yer he 
refrain'd doing ſo , taking notice of the indif 
cretion he ſhould have been apt to have 
blamed in another Man , who. thould have 
gone about to have pull'd down all-the Hous 
{es of a City, under pretence to rebuild then 
after another manner. Nevertheleſs, as one! 
cannot find faylt with a private Perſon'for; 
cauſing his own to be pull'd down at"Tuct 
time. as it threatens him with: unavoidable 
ruin, that he may rear it upagaiti upon more 
ſolid and ſubſtantial Foundations : So he wa! 
perſwaded that it would have been taken fc 
a piece of raſhneſs in him tro deſire the refor 
ming of Sciences, or the Order ſettled in the 
Schools for the teaching of themz but nolli< 
body could —_— blame him for making! 
- tryal of it upon himſelf, without incroaching 
upon any other. | | 
' So that hefully reſolved once for all to get 
quit of all the Opinions' he: had received'an 
embraced, 
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mbraced, till that time z but it was his in- 
nt not to exclude them quite out of his Be- 
: but only that he might ſubſticute others 
wards in their room. that ſhould be bet- 

, or even to take up the (ame again if need 
quired, after he ſhould have verified chem : 
id, he believed , he could find out in this 
ular, ſome .means or other that mighe 
ve that Effet as to regulate the ConduRt 
his Life: a great deal better , than if he 
vuld pretend to rear a Fabrick upon oid 
undations, upheld jw by a Company of 
inciples. which . be had ſuffer'd to be in- 


Id into him in his Youth, without ever 
viog examined whether they were true, 


no. 
He forelaw notwithſtanding, that ſo Caring 


d Novel a Project, could not be lai 
with ſome difhiculty ; yer he was apc co 
cer himſelf. that theſe difficulties were nor 
zwperable, but mighe adinit of a remedy. 
ſides, he did look upon them no ways 
dmparable to thoſe that occur in the Refor- 
ation of the ſmalleſt Matters relating to the 
blick ; he made a vaſt difference between 
t, he went about to deſtroy in himſelf, 
d thoſe Publick Eſtabliſhments we obſerve 
this World, which he compared to huge 
dies, whole fall muſt needs -be very ſad, 
hich es are uacumiy more difficulc 
be erected again after they are batter'd 
Own, than to be = upand made to ſtand, 
22 they ſhake and totter. But without 
tending to carry on his Deſigns as far as the 
D Intereſts 
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Intereſts of the Publick, he cared only to r 


form his own proper Thoughts, and did nd 
mean to Build upon any Ground to which 
had not a good Title. in caſe of bad Su 
ceſs, he thought he ſhoujd not be much 
loſer by the Bargain, fince that the worſt t 
could happen «thereupon, could but be 
Jo(s of his time and pains, when all came 
all; which he did nor judge very necefſy 
co the Benefit of Mankind. 
In the new Heat and Career of his Reſgi 
tions, he undertook to put inPraRice the by 
Part of his Deſfgns, which confiſted only 
Deltroying and Pulling down. This withe 
doubt was the eafteſt of the ewo, but 
quickly perceived that it was not quite ſoez 
for a Mar to ger quit of his Prejudices, as 
fet Fire on his Houſe; he had already'y 
fed himfelf for this abjuring and renounci 
from the very time he left the Colledge. 


had praaifed ſome Attempts to that parpe 


firſt of all, in his Retirement in the Fauxbe 
Sr. Germain in Pari, and after that; whilſt 
fojourned at Breda, With all theſe Difpe 
tions he had no tefs to undergo, than if he h 
been to unman himſelf. 
He believed nevertheleſs, that he had 

complith'd his defign, and to ſpeak the tru 
it was enough that ris Imagination did rep 


. ſent to him his Intelle& quite naked , for 


make him believe that he had efftetui 
brought it to this condition, there was 1 
thing left him but love for truth, the 

fux whereof was to make up for the futu 
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o rhe whole occupation of his life ; this admi- 
| netred the only matter of torment. he ſu 
h d in his Spirit ; but now the means 
\MWereby to come to this happy Conquelt 
ich Wcalioned no leſs trouble and perplexity 
t In the end it (elf. The Enquiry he inten- 
child. to make after theſe means, threw his 
id into ſuch. violent Agitatioas increaſing 
Tre and more by a continual Conte? where- 
th he kept it intent, without ſo- much as 
ying leave to his walking abroad, or Com- 
2ns to divert it from what it was abour. 
- wearied it out to that degree that his 
ain took fire, and he falls into a ſpice of 
ichuſtaſm which diſpoſed his Mind, already 
ite. ſpent, in fuch a manner , 'that it was 
to receive the Impreftions of Dreams and 

10ns. - h 
E acquaints us, That 6n the Tenth of Ns- 
er 1619. laying himſelf down Brim-full of 
Enthuſiaſm, and wholly poſſeſs'd with the 
ought of - having found that day the Founda- 
of the wonderful Science , he had Three 
ams one preſently after another ; yet ſo 
traordinary , as to make him fancy thar 
ey were ſent him from above ; he fuppoſed 
diſcerned through their ſhadows the tracks 
the Path which God had chalked out for 
Im, to perform his Will in his choice of 
ate ; and inquiry after truth, which was the 
calion of all his difquiet z bur the Divine 
iricual Air, which he took a Pride to give 
the Explanation of theſe Dreams , was fo 
ar a kin to that TE wherewith = 
2 -—_ 
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believed himſelf ro be warmed, that a Mat 
would have been apt to have believed th 
he had been a little Crack-brain'd, or that hy 


might have drank a Cup too much chat Even: 


in2 before tHe went ro Bed. It was indeec 
St. Martin's Eve, and People uſed to makt 
Merry that Night in the place where he was 
as they do in France; but he aflures us, tha 
he had been very Sober all that Day, and ch: 
Evening too and that he -had not touched 
drop of Vine for Three Weeks together. 
Whatever was the matter with him, I can 
g0t tell 3 but rhe impreſiton of cheſeAgitatior 
made upon him, cauſed him to make ſeve 


' refleionsthe next day what courſe he ſhoul 


take. Without preſuming too much upon t 

favourable Conftruction he had put upon I 
Dreams, he had recourſe. to God aireſh, t 
beg of him to give him (ome Intimations « 
hiswiti, without an e/£nigma 3 That he woul, 


 vonchfafe to enlighten him, and direct him | 


his reſearch of Truth. He endeavoured alk 
ro intereſt the Virgin Mary in this Bulinek 
which he judged as the. moſt weighty impc 
rant one of his Life, and taking occafion fron 
a Journey he thought to take into Jraly, | 
made a Vow of PÞiigrimage to our Lady 0 
Loerto, which he was not capable to Perfort 
til! ſome Years after. | 
He got quit of his Enthuftaſm a few da 
after, but airho' his Mind was reduc'd to. it 
former Staticn, and reinſtated in its uſi 
calmneſs, yer was be no more Poſitive that 
before, touching what he ſhould. reſolve 
upON- | I. His 
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TI. His Solitude during this Winter was Hi ſtarch 
holly without interruption . eſpecially by = after - 
perſons who were not capable of ſtarting __ = 
daeſtions in-order to.diſcourſe, yet did he ian, 

2t debtr any one from his Chamber who 

as itlquifitive,or underitood how to diſcourſe 
f Sciences or Philoſophical TranſaQtions. 
yy Converſing with ſuch ſort of Perſons. he 
nderſtood there was a Fraternity or Club of 
earned Men, ſettled in Germany ſome Years 
nce,under the Name of Brethren of Roſy Croſs, 
hey gave them wonderful Commend2tions 
Ffren to him, they buz'd in the Ear that chey 

ere a ſort of Men which onderſtood every 
hing, and that they promiſed co help Men to 

new-Wiſdom ; that is to ſay, a new Science 
ot hitherto diſcovered , adding a!l the Prg- 
ligies which every private Perſon - told him 
oncerning it, ro the rumor that was ſpread 
broad through Germany, about theſe Fellows; 

e found himſelf ſo much the more concern'd 
Ic it, becauſe he received the News at the 
ery time when he was the molt buſy con- 
erning the Medjums he was to propound to 
imſelf for the finding out of Truth. 

He thought he was ingaged not to'be un- 
oncerned upon the accotint of the Roſa Cru- 
$ars,. becauſe, ({1ys he to a Friend of his) if 
heſe (ſhould prove Impoſtbres , it had been 
nlawtul to ler them run away with ſo much 
Repuration, ill-gotten, at the expences of the 
eoples Credulity ; and if fo be they were 

ugzble to produce any new thing into the World 
hich is worth knowing, it had been a moſt 
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baſe unworthy thing in him to under-value all 
Sciences amongſt which he might find one, 0 
whoſe Foundation, he might have been igno- 
rant. It was his Buſineſs therefore to find 0 
one of theſe new Virtuoſo's , that he might 
underſtand what they were, upon his Know 
ledges; and alſo confer with them. But ſeeing 
one of their Statutes was, not to appear, what 
really they were ; not to be diſtinguiſhed from 
other Men, neither by their Garb nor manne 
of Living ; nor to diſcover themſelves in thei 
Diſcourſe , you need not wonder if all hi 
Pains and Curioſity came to nothing; ' 

It was not poſſible for him to find out one 
fingle Man, who would really own himſelf o 
that Fraterffity, or that was but ſo mnch as 
ſuſpeRed ro be of it : It was an hundred to 
one but he had put the Society ont of the Pre- 
dicaments, and rankt them amongſt Chime- 
ra's.; but that which made him forbear to do 
ſo, was the great ſhew the numerous Apolo- 
getical Pamphlets made, in favour of theſe 
Roſacruſtants, as well in Latin as High Darch 
Yet he thought it-not ſafe referring Kinſelf 
to all theſe Apologies, whether it was be- 
cauſe his inclination induced him to take theſe 
new Virtuoſo's for Impoſtures, or elſe becauſe 
renouncigg all Books, he had a mind to inpre 
himſelf ro judge of nothing but upon his own 
pxaper Experience. And this is the reaſon 
why he was-free to ſay ſome few Years after, 
that he knew nothing of the Roſacruſians : he 
was likewiſe ſurprized that his Friends ſhould 
cell him , returning to Parts 3 OY the 

epu- 
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eputation he had got of being one of the 
raternity of the Roſacruſians was well worch 
iS SOjourning in' Germany. SI 
Seeing himſelf thus fruſtrated of his hopes #4: gas inr4 
» had entertain'd to find ſome body or other Suabia, ard 
pable of encouraging him in the enquiry at- cots _— 
r Truth. he relapſed into his former Trou- 6,14. 
le and Incumbrance ; He {ſpent the reſt of 
e Winter and Len: without reſolving on 
ay thing ; thinking himſelf, upon che whole, 
0 have had a good Deliverance from the Pre- 
dices of his Education, ſtill entertaining a. 
leſign of Building all de novo ; yer alcho' this 
ncertainty with which his Mina was agitated, 
ade the difficulties of accompliſhing his de- 
1gn,more ſenſible to him, than if he had forth- 
vith reſolved upon it ; yet for all that,he never - 
as diſcouraged 3 he ſtil] kept up his Spirits 
vith the Succe(s he experienced in adjuſting 
he Secrets of Nature to the Rules of Mathe- 
aticks. according as he made any new diſco- 
ery in Phyſicks. Theſe Occupations ſecured 
im from Melancholly Fits, and other effects 
of Idlene(s : and they took up his time till che 
D. of Bavari.: order'd his Troops.to advance 
cowards Subia, | | 
He laid hoJd on this Opportunity robe at 
Ulm, an Imperial City, in which the French 
Ambaſſadors, were to hold an Aſſembly for 


Redreffing the Diforders committed in 'the 
Empire. He arrived there only in the Month 
of 7»ne 1620, bur there he ſpent the whole 
Winter. There he gor abundance of Acquain- 
tance with the moſt Creditable Perſons in 

ik © = Yo that 
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that place, and particularly with thoſe wh 
were in any Reputation for their Abiliries in 
Phyloſophy and Mathematicks : No Bod 
was ever more eſteemed for his acqudintance 
inthat Country. than Fohn Faulhaber, nor did 
ever any one -more than he approve of- the 
capacity of a young Souldier, who preſent! 
made him mend his pace *in Mathemaric 
Some ſuppoſe, that then by means of a Par 
bole, he found ont the Pot of the Conſtructor 
of all forts of ſolid Problems ' in general, 
dutt to'an equation of three or four Dimenti 
ons : Which occurs plainly, Demonſtrated u 
| the third Book of Geomeryy. | 
Hewasat Towardsthe end of Seprember, he left Ss 
the Siege biz, to return to Bavaria, and ſq to paſs' intt 
ot Pragit. 4yſtria, where: the Ambaſſadors of Franc 
were gone, after concluding the peace at Vim 
to meet the Emperor once again, to profk 
him their Meditation, in reſpe& of the M; 
Contents of Hunpary and BethlemG aler,Pr. of 
Tranſylvania : Burt having learnt,that theD of 
Ravarja had ordered his Troops to march'in 
to Bo%emia, in ftead of following the Ambal 
{1dors into Hungary, he went from Viemns, 
ftraight ro his Camp, and was in perſon,in the 
Expedition -of the Imperial Catholicks and 
Bavarians, and above all; at the Famons Bat 
tel of Pragne, into which he eatred, cogether 
with the Viors. Some Authors dare fup 
pole, that he made nſe of this'opportunity, to 
vie thoſe FamousMzchines of Tyco-Braghe the 
Aſtronomer : Buz were plundered above 1 
year before, and either broken im pieces,” or 
| pul 
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it out of order by the Elegtor Palatins Ar- 
y, and the great Celeſtial Globe of Brals, 
only one y had the good fortune to fave 
2s Tranſported ro Neice in Sileſia, and depo- 
ed at the Jeſuirs Colledge. | : 
After the taking of Prague, M. Des Cartes of Dl 
ame to paſs the Wincer Quarters with a Par- under we. 
y of the Troops the Duke, of Bavaria had Coun de 
7+ 5c hy the extremities of South-Bohemia , Becquoz. 
here he ſets himſelf -again to work upon his 
ſual Meditations upon Nature , exerciſing 
uvſelf in the preludinms of this great defi n, 
d improving the advantage he had in his 
and, rolive alone amongſt thoſe, whole 1i- 
derty of Drinking and Flaying, he could not 
ſonably envy, ſo long as they left him to his 
iberty of Studying. 
Nevertheleſs, he found himſelf hard pur 


O It, in not reſolving upon Cons 


e knew not what to determine in re of 
us choice of a way of living, an{werable to 
ws Deſrgns : He defer'd che deciding of ir till 
nother time, and on purpole to give ſome 
diverſion to his Troubles , he reſolved once 
nore to take aMuſquet;andto weather out ano- 
er Campaign. The deſire to be acquainted 
ach other Cpuntries, and other Manners , 
zuſed him to quitthe Duke of Savarias Ser- 
ricetowards, the end of March,16z1. that he 
might Liſt himſelf into the Troops of Count 
df  Bucguoy, pafhng out of Hungary, into Bo- 
hemiay April enſuing, he was with: him at the 
Seige of Pre/bourg, Tinew, and ſeveral other 
places, wherein tome ſuppoſe, he Spoged 
pee imſeit 3 
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bimlelf ; but the raiſing of the Siege of Aew- 
Hanjell, which had not been ſo (uccelsful to 
the Imperalifts, as the others, added to the 
loſs of his General, who-was Slain there, pur 
bim fo our of humour, that he, had no ſto- 
mack to the profeſſion of Arms. > 

But hedid Tt will be to no purpole, to take notice of 

—_— the miſtake of thoſe -who, pretend he 

gamſt the © , L - 

Tirzs, Went after that into the Service agaialt the 
Turks, nay, and that his Perſonal Courage too, 
acquired him Notable Reputation againſt thofe 
Iahdels, ic may ſuffice to acquaint you, that 
quitting the Imperial Service on:the 28:h. of 
7aly,the very next Day after the Raiſing of che 
Siege of Newhas/elt, he came back to Pres- 
bourg, in Company with certain Watoons,who 
were exceeding numerous in the Count of 

h Bucquoy's Army. 

He forſaxes IV. His Deſign was not to come back into 

= profel- P-ance ſo ſoon, whether by reaſon of theWar 

honct theHugunors had but juſt began,or elſe becauſe 
' of the Plague that Raged particularly in the 
City of Pars, for near a year together,which 
ceaſed not till 1623. He betook himſelf there- 

fore to Travel into that part'of the Northern, 
Country,that remain't to PET by him. Yet 

one may avouch,: that it was without chang: 

ing his, condition : For what he undertook. 

was nothing in a manner, but a Conatinyaton 

of Travels, which he intended to perform 
lience forward. without being bound to fallow 
Armies, ſuppoſing he had ſufficiently pryed 
into, and nd Mankind, by way of its 
Holtilities. He always mentioned this Mili- 

tary 
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xry Profeſſion, in ſuch 2 cold and indifferent 
zanner ; that Men judged thereby, that he 
>&ed upon his Campaigns as mere Travels, 
id that he made uſe of the Bandolier, but as 
Paſs-port, which facilitated his acceſs, even 
d the innermoſt receſſes of Fents, and to the 
Etrom of Trenches, the better ro#ſauifie his 
uriofity. 
Wherefore chufing for his' future Voyages, His No 
uch Countries that were not. peſtered with ern Tra- 
ar, he applyed himſelf particularly, to ſee '** 
id examine Princes Courts, to frequent the 
ampany of perſons of different conditions , 
nd contrary humours.- He Studyed moreover 
o make a ColleRioh of ſeveral Experiments, 
s well upon the natural Productions of ſeve- 
2] Climars he paſt through, as upon politick 
2tters, which he obſerved -among(t People, 
reſpe& of their Cuſtoms, Manners of Lives, 
and Inclinations- This is what he calls che 
eat Book of the World: Wherein he.makech 
count to find out true Science , diſpairing ro 
9 1t. any where elſe, except in.this Volum 
ppened to every ones view, and in himſelf, 
according to his perſwaſion,. that the Seeds 
rhich God hath Sown in vs, are not ſo torally 
fled by.ignorance ; or other effects of tin. 
Accordiag to thele principles, he intended 
hat theſe es and Travels, ſhould ſerve 
him to'make trial upon himſelf, in the Acci- 
dents and Occurrences fortune ſhould propoſe 
o him, and thar they mighr pur him upon ma- 
king Advantagious reflexions upon every 


thing that preſented it (elf, and became pro- 
fhrable 
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 fitable to him, for the Condut of his Lif 
For he Ratter'd himſelf with the hopes of fine 
' ing more of truth in the reaſoning private 
perſons uſe, touching their own - concerns; 
than in thoſe which a great Schollar ſhut up ir 
his Study, ufeth apon Spzculations, which or 
dinarily produce no other effedts, than Vanit 
and Haughtineſs, and ſometimes he prides 
himſelf chemore in them, by how much they are 
for the moſt part more difſonant to comma 
Senſe, after he hath. labour'd and ſet all hi 
_ upon the Rack, to make them. prc 
2able. 


But to ſpeak the truth, when he applyed 
himſelf only, narrowly to' ſurvey the manners 
of other Men, he found very little in ther 
w hereby he could make himſelf (ure of any 


thing.' He perceived in a manner, as great a 
diver{ity in them, as he had before met with, 
1 the Opinions of Philoſophers : So that the 
greateſt Advantage that occurred to him by 
that inquiry, was, that ſeeing ſeveral things, 
how <xtrravagant and ridiculous ſoever they 
may appear to vs, yet donot ceaſe for all that, 
ro be commonly received and approved of by 
other People ; he learnt at laſt, not to believe 
any thing upon flight grounds, and not ſtiff 
and peremptorily to ſtand ,up for that whic 
both Example and Cuſtom had farmerly per- 
{vaded him to be right. | 
Leaving Hungary, he took another turn in- 
to Moravia, where he joyned the Emperors 
Forces, under the Count Rucguoy. He viſited 
Seleſiz, the utmoſt parts of Poland, — 
eng 
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Coaſts of the Baltick Sea, the Marquiſate 
F Brandenbourg, and deſcended into - Holſtein ; 
»m whence , after he had turned off his re- 
ve, he Embarqued, but with one Man-Ser- 
znt for Eaſt- Freez-Land: when he had exa- 
ind it in a few days, as he had done the 0- 
her Provinces of Germany, he put again to 
2, with a Reſolution to go a ſhore in %, # 
reez- Land, the principal places of which 
ong'd mightily to ſee likewiſe; that he mighe 
doit with the more freedom, he hireda ſaiall 
Zoat for himſelf, and ſo much the rather, be- 
zuſe it was a ſhort cut from Embden, to the 
irſt Landing place of Weft-Freez-Land. 
- But this putting things in order, the better He was in 
0 _—_ for hisown Convenience, was like daoger of 
to have proved faral to him he had to do with © 
2 crew of the moſt Clowniſh, Barbarous Ma- 
riners, that ever Man fee amongſt People of 
thatprofeſſion. Ir was not long before he un- 
derſtood, that they were a pack of wicked 
Rogues, but after all, they were Maſters of 
the Bags, -M. Des Cartes, had noogther to con- 
verſe 'Q#th, but his valer, with whom he ſpoke 
French, 1 be Marriners who took: him rather 
for aforeiga Merchant, then a Cavallier , 
thought he muſt have good fore of Money a- 
bow: -him; this made:them take a Reſolution, 
which'was ay no means favourable to his'pock- 
et, and that chey might deprive him of means 
to tel] Tails,- they bad 'thoughes of making 
him away : They perceived he was a Stranger, 
come from ſome remote Country, who had 
ſmall! acquaincance in the Country, and thae 
| no 
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no Body would proſecute them, if he chanced 
to be miſſing, they found him of. a very ſedate 
very patient hamour, and judging by the mil 
neſs of Countenance,and the Civility hehew 
ed them, that he was a perſon of no Experi 
ence in the World, from theſe circumſtance: 
they concluded-they ſhould have his Life at 
cheaper rate; they made no (cruple to hol 
their Counſel before his Face, not know 
ing that he underſtood any ether Languag: 
belides that, in which he Diſcourſt with hy 
valet ae Chambrez at laſt, the reſalr of their 
Deliberation,was to knock him on. the Heac 
to fling him into the 'water, and divide th 
Spotl. , | 

' Monſieur Des Cartes ſeeing they were in 
earneſt, ſtarts up all on a ſaddain, puts on anc 
ther Countenance, draws his Sword with that 
ſtearnels they little expe&ed, ſpeaks to then 
in their own Tongue, but with fuch a Tor 
that frightned them out of their Wits ; and 
withal, threatning to run them through, it 
they durſt but hold up a finger agaigit him. 
Te was upon this occaſion, that he pg#ceived 
what reſolutene(s of a Mari may do,upon your 
pituful Low-ſpirited Souls. Such a reſolure- 
neſs as 15 above a Mans power to execute, a re 
ſolutehe(s, which upon other occa(ions, might 
pals for a meer Bravado, ſuch an one as he 
thewed _=_ this occaſion, produced a wot 
derful effect upon the Spirits of theſe wretches, 


the cruel fright they were ſeized with , was 
followed with amazement , that they knew 
not how to make uſe of their Advantage, but 

brought 
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pught him without any more adoe, to the 
lace whither he was bound, as peaceably as 
VeFrom Weſt-Friex- Land , he ſtept into He goes 
Jolend, where he paſt\a good part of the ——_—— 
inter,expecting the event of rh&two Sieges ,,, 
f Tuliers and Sluiſe, formed by the Spaniard 
wr Fleming, who had taken up Arms again, 
gainſt = Hollanders, five Months after the 
Truce expired : In the Month of Febra- 
enſuing,he paſt into the Catholick Nether- 
nds, whoſe | Cities, he had a great 
ind to fee, from whence, getting irito France, 
e went ſtraight way toRennes in Briteny,to his 
Fathers Houſe, towards the middle of March. 
He was atthat time 26 years of Age Com- 
pleat, and his Father feeing him preſent,took 
occalion of his being at Age.to ſettleupon him 
is Mothers Joynture, of which he had given 
two Portions to Monſieur Li Bretailiere, and 
to Madam ds Crevis, that were elder than he, 
ſeeing that all his Eſtate was in P4i#o,he had 
the curioſity to go view it, on e toſee 
how he could improve it to the beſt advan- 
tage, he departed for that Province in May , 
and at that time, fain- would have a good 
Chapman to have bought it, that wich thac 
Money, he might buy ſome place ſuirable ro 
him, he returned about the latter end of Sum 
mer to his Father, the year ſlipt away before 
any one of his kindred could make him any 
overtures concerning what kind of life he 
ſhould betake himſe)f to. 
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He goes to Having litcle or nothing td do at his Fathe 

Pu. - Houſe, it made him-have a huge defire to tak 
2 thrn to Pars,towards the beginning of 
the next year, People began to ſuck in a pi 
rer Air in'this City, then they had done fc 
near three years, that the.Contagion had cc 
rupted it. At his Arrival, the Aﬀairsof 
unfortunate Prince Palatin of the Rhine,cleRe 
King of Bohemia, the inroads, the Expediti 
ons of Baſtard Count Mansfield, and the cot 
ferring the Prince Palatins EleRorat to the 
Duke of Bavari, ratined at Ratwbon, tt 
25th, of February aforegoing, furniſhed mat 
ter enough, for publick Diſcourſes. He wz: 
well tocke with matter, where-withal to (; 
tisfie his Friends, as to that point, bur in re 
quital, they imparted to him ſome news, that 
created them a great deal of ſorrow. It wa 
but t other day,that Men began to (peak of the 
fraternity of the Roſacruſians at Paris, which 
he fought up and down in Germany, and all tc 
no purpoſe, in 161g. in Winter, and ſome þ 
gan to {pread abroad a report; as if he had ad 
mitted himſelf into that fraternity. 

He takes of He was ſo much che more ſurpriſed at this 

the ſlander News; becauſe it did not at all ſuit with the 

Rt Charadter of his Genius, nor to the Incline 

* tion he ever had, to look upon theſe ſame Ro 


ſacruſians, as a company of Impoſtors . and 
Viſionaries, they were called in Paris, the In- 
viſible, and they publiſhed that of thirty fix 
Deputies, that the Head of the Society had 
ſent throughout all Ezrope ; fix of them were 
come into France, inthe Month of a 
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| lodged au marais du Temple Paris, bue thar 
» could not Communicate their concep- 
5s tothe World, neither could any Com- 
nicate his to them, but by their choughts 
7d with their Will, that is to ſay in a man- 
imperceptible by ſenſe. 
ance, that had made their pretended ar- 
al in Paris to jump with that of Monſieur 
s Cartes, would have produced very ill 
2s in reference to his reputation, had he 
ie about to abſcond, or had he but retir'd 
o ſome ſolitude in the City, as he had done 
ore his Travels, but was ſo happy as to 
found thoſe thoughts, to improve this con- 
ture to confirm their calumny. He ap- 
2r'd before the face of the World, but e(- 
cially rohis Friends, who defired no other 
z2ument to be perſuaded that he was not a 
ember of che Fraternity of the Roſacrucians 
Inviſibles, yea, and made ule of the reaſon 
their /nvi/sbility to excuſe himſelf to his 
iend, in- as much as he had not been able 
diſcover any one of them in Germany. 
His preſence above all things was a means 
calm the agitation, wherein his Friend Fa- 
er Merſennus was in, whom they ſent for 
ick again to Paris at the end of 1619. this 
ſe report had ſo much the more eafily 
XC tronbled him, as he was leſs apt to 
lieve that the Roſacrucians were Inviſible, 
the Spring of a Chymzra, conſidering 


hat ſeveral Germans, together with Rober: 


ludd an Engliſhman had delivered in favour 


f them. | 
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V'T. The great Concourſe of People 
Des Cavtes ſaw in Paris, was not capable c 
filling up all the vacancies of his ſtay there 
nor yet to keep Him always bulied out of hin 
ſelf. Whenever he was with himſelf, | 
felt always his diſturbance coming upon hit 
concerning his choiſe of a way of 11velyhoot 
agreeable to his vocation, and that might | 
convenient. for the executing ſome del1gns 
had in his head concerning finding out Trut 
The letrlemenc wherein he ſaw the moſt pa 
of his Friends, each of them placed in adva 
tagious Poſts for their Lite, {1gnified norhur 
tor the fixing his reſolations. 

His own experience had convinced hit 
along time agoe of the (mall benefit of Mathe 
maticks, eſpecially when Men ſtudy them ot 
ly for rhem{elves, without applying them 
other things, (:ace the year 1620. he 
wholly laid afide the rules of Arichmetick 
the erzat delivhe he hag for Geometry co 
tinacd yer a licele longer in his aftection, bt 
caule the Mathematicians of Holand and G 
many he had met with during his Travei 
had contributed much to his retaining rhe! 
by reaſon of their Queries and Problems t 
propounced to him to folve. But yet 1 
mult -contels, - that his eſteem of them ws 
teflened from the year 1623. it it be true t 
11 1638. it was above 15 years that he profeſſl 
he had quite laid aſide Geometry, and wonld new 
more meddle with-the ſolution of any Probleme, b 
only at the requeſt of ſome friend. | 
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ifie himſelf about pure ſimple numbers, and 

naginary Figures, without having any fur- 

er deſign, nay he found ſomething in it 

Dre than unprofitable, and he knew very 

Il it was of dangerous conſequenceto ap- 

y ones ſelf too ſeriouſly, to ghele ſuperficial 

monſtrations which hazard tupply'd us with, 

ener than induſtry and experience, and are 
cher to be judged of by cheEyes and Imagt- 
ation, than by the Underſtanding. His 

Ixime was that this ſame ſerious application 
th inſenfibly accuſtome us, not to make 
ſe of our Reaſon, and evidently expoſerh us 
d looſe the high Road, that irs Light Chalks 
ut for us. 

But we may acknowledge that he did not The Stvdy 
ive over the particular Study of Arithmetick 2 over” 
nd Geometry, but to give himſelt up intirely quiicks. 
d the reſearch of that general, and withal, 

fallible Science the Greeks judiciouſly ſtile 

atheſis, of which all Mathematicks are but 
arts. He pretended that for theſe particulat 
owledges to deſerve the name of Mathe- 
aticks, 1t was neceſſary they ſhould have 
eferences, relations, proportions and meaſures 
or their obje&, upon that account he judged 
hat there was a general Science deſigned on 
purpoſe to explain all the queſtions that one 
ould pit, touching Relations, References, 
Froportions and Meaſures, con{idered as fepa- 
ed from Matter, and that this general 
Science might juſtly claim the title of Marhe- 
zs, or Univerſal Mathematicks, fince it com- 
prehends whatſoever can poſſibly gy 
| WET noW- 
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knowleoges in a condition to deſerve ti 
name of Science or Mathematicks. | 

Now that is the ridling of the difhiculty, te 
believe that Monfteur Des Cartes had qQUite 
and ciean forſaken Mathematicks, at ſuch 
time that it was no longer in his choice to bt 
ignorant of chem, he practiſed likewiſe ſom 
attempts upon himſelf to diſcard,the ftndy ( 
Phylicks or Natural Fhiloſophy. Finding 
bundance of- diſcouragement in the little cer 
tainty he took notice of in his Obſervatio 


'Belhz reſolutely bent co apply himſelf co ne 


thing. but. the Art of living well, he ſet bin 
f1f 2gain to theStudy of morality,for which 

had teſtihed already,before he went toTrave 
2 great predilection, andone may. lawfully (: 
he was as good as bis Word,for he loved it ti 
his latter end. But ic was without oſtentatior 
and mcre for the regulating his owrbehaviou 
than that of others. Yetit was not Jong þ 

fore he was perſuaded thit the ſtudy ofNatur: 
Phyloſuphy, was not alcogerther uſeleſs in tha 
of Morality, and that the Progreſs he could 
make, in diſcerning of true and falſe, woult 
{tand him in great flead for regulating hi 
actions. That cauſed him to return to hi 
Obſervation upon Nature, being perſuaded 
* That the molt certain means to know hoi 
* we ought to live, is to know before hand 
* what kind 0i Creatures we are,what kind & 
* World it is we live in, and who is the Cre: 
*tor of this Univerſe which we inhabit. He: 
Ath oftentimes {ince declared, © That the it 


-* fight he had acquired into *Phyſick, hat 
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been very ſerviceable to him in eſtabliihing 

certain Foundations in Morality or Erhicks. 

And that it was abundant more eaſte for 

him to find the ſatisfaction he lookr for in 

this point, than in ſeveral others that relat- 

edro Pliyſick or Medicine.altho' he had em- 

ployed more of his time therein —— So 

2t after all cheſe inquiries he might boaſt, 
ot ſo much that he had found out the means 
5 preſerve Life, but, that, of not bein 
fraid of Death, and that he prepar'd himſel 
or it, exempt from the difquiet common to 
hoſe whoſe Wildom is derived from other 

ens indoctrinements, grounded upon Foun- 
Jations, that depend only upon the Prudence 
nd Authority of other Men. 

Monfieur Yes Cartes was two months and ye goes in- 
zpward in Pars entertaining his Friends with to Britay 
he Diſcourſe of this elufton that had poſſeſt & Foie 
him, couching his pretended renouncing Ma- Zj*(<."5.. 
hematicks and Phylicks. web 


| He fometimes took much pleaſure in dif 
ſembling his Refolutions, and the leaſt occa- 
lion they preſented him with, to reſolve a 
Problem. or to-make an experiment, were 
unavoidable ſnares for him. The perplexity 
of his Mind, joyned to the neceſſity of regu- 
lating his affairs, made him go back into Br i- 
rany towards the beginning of May, thence 
be goes. into Poifon, and in Jane and July, 
Curing his ſojourning there, he (old the grear- 
eſt part of his Eſtate with his Fathers conſent; 
he had it from his Mother, and eſpecially the 
E 3 Lords 
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Lord(hip of Perron, which was his Title |y 
bore to ſatishe his Relations. 

VII. Coming to Paris in Augnff, and nd 
finding -an occaſion to put ont his Money tt 
the beſt advantage, he reſolved art laſt ro ur 
dertake a journey into Traly, which he hat 
ſti!! deferr'd thitherto, before he had procut 
ed him a place which deprived him of thy 
means to accompliſh it- He departed, afte 
that he had ſent Word tv his Friends, © Tha 
6 2 journey beyond the Ates, wonld be mud 
*to his advantage for the inſtruting him 1 
* buſineſs, and gain ſome experience in thy 
© World, and get acquaintance with met 
*verlt in Worldly affairs, which he had na 
**vet done, adding, that, tho' he might nor 7 
turn Richer, yet at leaſt he would come back from 
thence more capable for buſineſs. 5 

He took his Way through Switzerland, re 
ſolving ro viſit what he had not yer ſeen in 
high Germany inhis firſt Travels. Ithad been 
an eaſe matter for him to have faund at Baſil, 
Zurich, and other Cities ſtore of Philoſophers 
24d Mathematicians capable to entertain him 
in Diſcourſe : but he was more curions to {ee 
Waters, Minerals, Mountains, the Air of e- 
very Country with its Meteors, and generally 
what was at the greateſt diſtance from fre- 
quenting Mens Company, that he might know 
the Nature of things which appear to be leaſt 
known to the Vulgar Learneds when he 
paſſed through any City he ſaw your Learned 
Men but juſt 2s others, he obſerved their 
actions no leſs than their diſcourſe. : 

| | p 
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el In 7-y be. pait into the Country of_c1e 
riſous amongſt which the commorions tht ie 
no a/toline retained him fome time. {60N - 
y tWMinved bis Journey-through the Countyayh, Ty- 
from whence he came to Ferice toward 
2M 022tion time, there to behola the Ceremo- 
y of the Doge or Dukes Marrying the Aaria- 
ick. Sea, from Yenice, he thought of diſcharg- 
og his duty he impoſed upon himſelf in Ger- 
41y in Nov, 1619. @f paying his V ow to the 
Lady of :Lorerro, which he could perform at 
bat time. - His Vow fulfilled, he had Leifure, 
before he wear to Roe, tothink of forme Do» 
metlick buſline(s, which ſerved him amone(t 
his Friends for a pretence to Travel. The 
pretence was to £ry if he could get to be In- 
tendCant of the French Army in Piedmont un- 
der the Conſtable Les diguiercs in which he 
had no gaod {uccels. 

The occalion of a Jubilee of 25 years the 
opening of which was to be performed on 
Chriſtmas Eve, to continue the whole year af- 
ter, produced in his Mind ſome ſtirrings'of 
Devotion, altho' his prime motive was no- 
thing elſe at firſt but the curioſity of ſeeing 
Kome, and the Popes Court. There arrived 
in the City about the latter end of November, 
a prodigious concourſe of People flocking thi- 
WH ther from a!l parts of the Popith Ewrope, this 
WW 2ppear'd lo favourabje to the patizcn he always 

had to know Mankind by his own proper 
knowledge, that inſtead of (pending his time 
n examining, Edihces, Statues, Paintings, An- 
uquities, Manuſcripts and other rarities of 
E 4 An» 
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Ancjent and New Rome, he betook himle| 
parggcularly to the Study of Inclinations, Mar 
ners; Diſpofitions, and Characters of Min 
in th&Crowd and Medly of ſo many differ 
Nations. This conveniency gave 2 diſpenſa 
tion of travelling further, and ſtay'd his long 
ing to go even to the very Heart of Sicily ar 
Spain, there to find out the People that re 
main'd to be ſeen by him. © | 
Bis rexyrr VIII He departed from Rome to go bac 
unto Fre. NtO France juſt at the tile when Cardinal 7: 
{eph Barberini the Pope's Nephew ( whe 
eſteem and friendthip he had won) embarqued 
in order to be Legart at the Court of the moſ 
Chriſtian King 3 . but for his part he deſired to 
_ return'home by Land, not to loſe the eppori 
cunity of ſeeing a Country he was over-joy'd 
to know. He palt through Tx/ceny, where he 
did not fail tarender a viſit to therenowned 
Gallilem, if we may give credit to thoſe who 
have mentioned his Journey into /taly;but that 
was writ only upon falſe Relations, and wearte 
obliged ro acknowledge upon his own con- 
teflion that he had never ſeen that Mathemati- 
cian, and that he had ng correſpondence with bim, 
Men did nqthing but talk of the Expeditions 
the Duke of Savoy, and the Conſtable Les' Di- 
gxires were going fo make upon the Genueze 
and Spaniard,which afforded M. Des Cartes the 
Curiolity.jaſt as he went,out of T»/ceny to go 
rake a view of the Army of -the Conſtable, 
whom he tound very buſte at theSiege of Gas, 
when he arrived in his Camp, the City taken 
the laſt of April, he had ſtill a mind to be eye- 
P:.19.7 — witneſs 
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itnels to one part of the wonderful progreſs 
he D. of Savoys Army made. Thence he went 
5 Turin towards the month of May,but paſſing 
rough- rhe Country of Saza to re-enter 
yarce, he turn'd aſide towards Savoy to exa- 
jive the height of the A4/ps. Ir was upon this 
afion that after ſome dbſervations made 
00 Snow, firſt heated, and then made hea- 
1er by the heat of che Sun, which the leaſt 
ation of Air make to fall one upon another 
ich: an huge noife, that he was.confident he 
pefſed at the cauſe of Thunder, and found 
put /che reaſon why. it Thunders fſeldomer in 
inter than Summer. | 
'IX: He came Poſt between Lyons and He comes 
oftor, where- underſtanding that his Father *2 I've in 
25 at Paris, he departed about the latter end *** 
of Fune to joyn him, and beg his Advice touch- 
ing the place of Lieutenant General of Cha#tel- 
reaxt, Which was proffer'd him, with a prerty 
ood compoſition: Being come to Pars, he 
ad that his Father was gone for Britany, 
which being joyned with the Intreaty of his 
Friends, who wiſht to fee him ſetled in Pars, 
did not a little contribure ro the cauſing his 
buſineſs of Chaftetreaut to prove abortive, and 
put him out of conceit with the Country. 
Taking Lodgings at the houſe of Monſieur His man» 
le Vafſeur d Etoiles, Father to Monl. de Vaſſeur "= ®f Lite, 
now living, Councellor ic the Grand Chambre, 
he procured himſelf a kind of Sertlement in 
Pars; where drawing up a Model of dCeport- 
ment or conduct concerning the manner of 
living, which all gentile well-bred men _ _ 
| OT} 
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World are wont to preſcribe to themſelve 
he embraced the moſt , plain, ſimple kind 
life, the moſt remote from ſingularity and 
feation he could poſſibly think on. Ther 
was notaing in his houſe but what was prett 
common, his Furniture and Table very cle: 
and neat, but without ſuperfluity : He 
ſerved by 2 few Yalets: He marched tt 
ſtreets without any at his heels, with a Suit « 
{tingle Taffhty, which was Alamode in tho{ 
days, not wearing a Plume of Feathers, [Scar 
and Rapier but as badges of his yew: ; 
no Gentlemen at that rime. could be diſpenlt 
with to wear otherwiſe. | 

He, had put oft till he had finiſhed his Tr 
vels, his pitching upon a ttable profeſiian far 
the remainder of his days. Butas he appear 
ed not at all to have mended his pace in deli 
berating, and was -as much to ſeek as at t 
beginning, yet for all that he did inſenlabt 
conlirm himfelf in the thoughts of not be 
ing ſubject to any employ, not but that be 
made a ſecond ſerious review of the fever 
OCCupations that Men of this World follow, 
on purpoſe to.try if he could find one, which 
| he could handſomely manage, and might be 
conformable ro the diſpoſirzons of his Spirit, 
But having examin'd every thing by the touch- 
{t5ne of Reaſon, he found at length that he 
could do nothing better than co continue 10 
that Occupation which he chen actually fol 
lowed, fince he had got ſhut of all the preji- 
dices of his Education. This occupation did 
folely contitt in imploying his whole Life fo 
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ſtivate and improve his Reaſon, and to 
ake the greateſt progreſs he poſſibly could 

1 the knowledge of Truth, conformable to 
> method he had preſcribed to himſelf. 


He did not find himfelf, God- be praiſed, A maxim 

w way a Slave to any of thoſe paſſions which {2 regulet- 

auſe young men to becdine vicious, He * © 
thFound himſelf perfe&tly cured 'of the ſtrong 
 oaclination for gaming they had formerly in- 
ooired him with, and alſo of the indifference 
aWor miſpending his time, the irreſolution thar 
Wipe (till remain touching the general aims 
WF his ſtate and condition, had no effet upon 
is particular aRions. He lived and acted, 
ithour ever taking notice of the incertainty 
e found in the- judgments he paſt upon Scien- 
s, According' to the maximes that he 

m'd to himſelf of Morality, he intended to 
mbrace the moſt moderate opinions, the moſt 
ommonly received in practice, and the far- + 

}eſt from exccls, for the regulating his con- , 

juct and demeanour. Doing himſelf belides 
he juſtice not to: prefer his private opinians 
0 thoſe of other perſons, whom he judged 
ore Wiſe and more Senſible than himſelf. 

He appetr'd upon all occaſtons fo very jea- 
lous of his Liberry, that he could not diflem- 
ble the averſion he had conceiv'd, for all the 
engagements that are ap: to deprive us of our 
indifference to our actions, not that he would 
pretend to find fault with the Laws, which 
are for remedying the inconſtancy of weak 
Spirits, 'or for (erling ſurene(s in the commerce 
of Life, permit men to make Vows gr TO 
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trats obliging thoſe who voluntarily and lay 
fally make them, to perſevere in what th 
undertake. Yet ſeeing nothing that continue 
in the ſame ſtate and condition, and promili 
ro himſelf to perfect his judgement ill mon 
and more, he thought he ſhould have treſpa{ 
againlt Senſe and Reaſon, if he had taken uy 
on him to rake a thing for good, when 1t cea 
ed (o to be, or to appear to him to be ſuc 
upon pretence that he might have found i 
good another time. 

In reſpect of theſe ations of bis Life whid 
he believed could not admit of delay, whe 
he was not in a condition to diſcern the truel 
opinions, he always ſtuck cloſe to thoſe that 
' were probable, If it ſo happened that he met 
not with more probability in ſome of them, 
than he did in others, yet did he not ceaſe to 
determine upon one, and not to confider them 
afterward, as dubious in reſpect of practice, 
but as very true and certain, becauſe that he 
found that the reaſon he had to determine and 
pitch upon one, was ſuch as by this means he 
acquired the habit of delivering himſelf from 
repentings and remor(es, which uſually rack 
tie Conlciences of weak and unſtable Spirits, 
who are induced but roo raſhly to practiſe as 
good, the things which they judge afterwards 
ro be evil. Being perſuaded that his Will 
never inclin'd him to purſue or avoid any 
thinz, bur ſo far forth as his underſtanding 
did repreſent it to kim good or evil,he thought 
it ſuthced him, to judge well for ro do wel}, 
that is to ſay, ty acquire all VYertues, and 
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| the benefits they are able to produce. 
With theſe inward diſpoſitions he lived in 
appearance after the ſame manner as they 
,, who being out of employment, think of 
xthing elſe but to live a ſweet peaceable in- 
xcent Life in the __ of Men, ſtudying to 
ke their leave of the pleaſures that attend 
ice, and that they may enjoy their leiſure 
me, without thinking it tedious, have re- 
ourſe now and then to honeſt divertiſements. 
that his deportment having nothing that 
ell'd of ſingularity in it, capable of produ- 
ing ill effects in the Eyes or Imagination of 
ers, no body contfiyed to put an obſtacle 
o'the.continuation of his deſigns, and he, for 
his part proceeded day by day, in his inquiry 
ito Truth in relation to natural things. 


X. and XI. Albeic Monſieur Des Cartes His repura- 
nad procured himſelf a kind of ſettlement in {90 851m 
ET, . h im triends 
Pars, yet was he not foconſtant in hisreſt ,qq is cir. 
dence, during his year and half abode there, ed out with 


bur chat he afforded himſelf from time to viſit: 
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tine, the liberty totake a walk into the Fields, 
and even ſometimes to undertake Journeys 
into his Country. 

Some few weeks after his return from 7aly, 
the defire of ſeeing the Court of France again, 
made him take a turn to Forrainblean where 
he met with an opportunity to ſalute the Le- 
gate; whom he had nor ſeen fince his depar- 
ture from Rome, He made uſe of his credit 
he gain'd at Courr with him, to recommend 
co him ſome learned perſons of his friends, 
namely Monſieur Ba/zac, whoſe cauſe = _ 
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fended before this Cardinal againſt Father 
Gorela General of the Fenillans, - 
After a Journey he took the year followin 
with Monſieur Yaſſexr his Landlord and R 
lation, he went and took him a Lodging i 
the Fauxbourg St. Germain, to live more ret! 
ed and private, but it was not ſuch an eaſe 
matter as it was before, in the days of his lei 
ſure : his old acquaintance, eſpecially Mor 
fieur Mydorge and Father Merſennus, had { 
far ſpread abroad his Reputation, that in 
ſhort time he found himſelf worn out with 
frequent viſits, and the place of his retirement 
changed into a Rendezyouſe of Conference: 
He could by no means hinder the number 0 
his Friends from multiplying, yer neverthe- 
lels He was his own Maſter as to the choice He 


* made of them, 


The chief of his Friends, beſides Monſieur 
Balzac whom we but juſt now mention'd, 
was M. Hardy a Counſellour in the Chaſteler, 
a very able Man in Mathematicks, and abun- 
dance of Languages ; M. de Beaune, Sieur de 
Goxliou Countellour in the Preſidial of Blois, 
one of the greateſt Wits of his Time, inre- 
ſpet of Mathematicks 3 M. Morinns Regiu 
Profeſlour of Mathematicks in Paris, Doctor 
of Phylick, Father Gibe»f Door of the Sor- 
bonne, Prieſt of che Oratory, One of the great: 
eſt Divines of his Age; Father dela Bare j 
Father de Sazcy 3; Father de Goneren, all of the 
ſame Congregation, beſides Cardinal de-Be- 
rulle who was head of it; M. Des Arguesa 
Gentleman of Lyons, an able —— 

an 
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d Mechanick; M. de Boiſate, a Gentleman 
Dauphine, whom he ſaw at the Siege of 
avis M. de Serizay Comptroller of the houſe 
the D. de la Rochefoucault z M. Sarazin Se- 
tary to the Prince of Conty 3 M. Silhon, a 
zentleman of Gaſeoigny 3 M. Frenicle Sienr de 
eſp ; M. Jumean, Prior of St. Croſs, who 
ent for one of the greateſt Arithmeticians 
f chat Age, as did M. Fremcle, "Tumear had 
een Tutor to M, che Duke de Yernevil ; M. 
Marande. Recorder of the Court of 41des. 
. the Abbot de Laxnay; M. de Barreas ; 
. the Abbot de Touchelaye the Elder 3 M. de 
andais ; M. de Ville Arnou; M. de Ville Breſ- 
ieux, a Phylitian of Grewoble, and a great many 
more befdes; of whom we ſhall name none 
delides M. de - Picor Prior of Rowvre, who 
ould fain have been his correſpondent after- 
yards, and his agent concerning his Dome- 
ick affairs. - | 
XI. Bur of all his Friends, there was none His cutting 
it that time, next to Father Merſennu, that Speftacle 
he ſee oftner, nor more conſtagtly than Mon- _ and 
ſieur 4434orge,neither was there any one whoſe Glades. 
Company was more Beneficial, or whoſe Ser- 
vices were more Cordial and Senſible ro him ; 
which he particularly experienced - in reſpect 
of the Glaſles he got cut in Paris, in the year 
2627, 1628; when they enjoyed one anothers 
Company at leiſure. Nothing appeared to 
him more Serviceable, than theſe Glaſles, 
for the Apprehending and Explaining the re-- 
flexion and refraction in vition, Mr. 44ydorge 
cauſed ſome concaye ones to be made for him, 
as 
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25 alſo Hyperbolick Oval, and Elliptick ons 
and having an. Hand as ſure and fine, as hi 
Wit was quickand ſabtil, he was willing 1 
deſcribe theſe Hypefboles and Ellipſes hin 


ſelf. | 
Ferrier a Monſieur Des Cartes himſelf, proved to | 
Mathema- 4 preat Maſter in the Art of cutting Glaſk 
ncattofirv- -n 2 ſhorttime : Now ſince the Mathemartic 
ker. ans induſtry ofrentimes  fignifie nothing, | 
want of Work-men, whoſe dexterity dot 
not always anſwer the ingenuity of thoſe t 
det them a work, he therefore apply'd himfe 
particularly to dire& the Hand of ſome Tu 
ners, that he found the moſt and be 
capable of performing this ſort of Workman 
ſhip. Which he did particularly in*favour tt 
the Famous Monſieur Ferrier, Mathemartici 
Inſtrument-maker ; who was nothing elſe by 
2 plain downright Artificer, that could on] 
move his Hand, he was likewiſe maſter of tt 
Theory of his Profeſſion, and nor alrogethe 
ignorant in Mathematicks He ftuck clols ti 
Monſieur Des Cartes, who took a particu: 

" affection for him,not being content to emplo 
him after a way that might raiſe his Fortune, 
was moreover willing tro inſtru him, after 
what manner he might perfe&t himſelf i 
his Art. 

MF. Des Nevertheleſs he perceived himſelf up to the 
Cotes is ears again in abſtruſe Sciences,: which he had 
quieoutof Jeclined 3 he retires once again, ſeeing how 
Company. few People there was in Paris, with whom he 
+ pry pore his Notions. Burt ſets hint 
{elf again with more earneſine(s, than ever , 

the 
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e Study of May, in which he had made {0 
dvantagious pro curing hisTravels :This 
dy let him ſufficiently underſtand,that theſe 
oſtraed Sciences, arenor tooneceſlary and - 
znvegient for us,and he himſelf in diveing in- 
» them, was more ataloſs,than they who were 
pnorant of them; he thought to have found 
leaſt, amongſt ſo mp er om ma- 
y Companions in his Study of Man, it is 
hat Study that is moſt convenient, and agrees 
eſt with us; oe ie ang miſtaken ; 
id he obſerved, that in thatgreat City whic 


aſſeth for the Epicome of the World,as wel! 
s Rome anid Venice, ot any other place where 
je had been, that there are fewer perſons 
ſho ſtudy Man,than ſtudy Geometry. | 

That made him reſolve once more to 
Jeny himſelf , as much as poffible, and 


de content with a ſmall number of choice 
riends, for the Comfort -of . his Life, 


Fur his Reputation was a great hindrance 


o his Reſolution. This Repucation had 

ade Monſieur Yaſeur's Houſe, whither he 
was return'd from the Fauxboxrg St. Germain, 
kind of an Academy, by drawing thicher 
abundafice of People, who were introduced 
into his,Chamber by the favour of his friends; 
thoſe that had a cunofity for ingenious Learn- 
ing, were forward to flip- in amongſt the reſf?, 
and acpyry awd ſuch of his Frieads as took 
delight-in ſpreading his Reputation, they ven- 
tared to propoſe ro him co pur Pen to Paper 
to make the Publick a ſharer of his fine con- 
ceptions. The very A who gs 

ee 


(66) 


ſeek to make a Trade of the reputation 0 
Authors, feem'd alſo as if they had a mind tc 
be in the Plot with.choſe that lay . cloſe Siex 
ro him at Monſ. Yaſewr's. He acquaints v 


that from that very time, one or other Ot that 

Profeſſion, cauſed Preſents to be offered 

him to engage him to Promiſe them the Cop 

of whar he ſhould Compoſe, not being 

moga wo deſire to buy the honour of ſerving 
im. 


He lyes hid This was it that made his Sojourning in P 
and 15 diſ- yg yery tedious and burthenſom ro him, ant 


evcred, 


made him feel his own Reputation to be at 
inſupportable Load for him. He could no 
berchink Inmſelf any Remedy for ic bur Retire 
ment, and ro begin to deliver himſelf fron 
the Importnniries of choſe haunted too ofter 
he once again quitted the Houſe of Monſiew 
Vaſſeur, and withdrew to the Extremity of the 
Ciry, where he might have chuſed whether 
he would let. himſelf be feen or no, except 
only*ro a few of his intiraate Acquaintance 
who knew of his Privacy. Mr. YVaſſeur, 'to 
whom he judged it not convenient to diſcloſe 
was a good while troubled at it. till ſach rime 
as by mere chance calling to mind our Philo 
fopher's valer, he fee fiveor {1x Moaths after, 
he obliged him to inform him concerning kis 
Maſter's abode, andcarry him thither, it ws 
paſt Eleven a Clock when he found him juſt 
petting up; After he had a little obſerved 
is way of Studying and Writing in Bed, by 
means of his Valet, who had declared to him 
his Maiter's Secret. | N 
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XIII. Monſ. Des Cartes fanding himſelf thas - _ or 
diſcovered, it was in vain to regret the ſweet- 2,1 
ne'of his Retirement, and to ſeek means to 
repair the loſs of his Liberty ; he could nor 
divert the courſe of his il] Fortune, and he 
relapſed again in a few days into the ſame in- 
convenience he had freed himſelf from in ab- 
ſconding. His Vexation at the Diſcovery, bear 
up his Quarters, and produc'd in him the deſire 
to go ſee the Siege of Rochelle, ; 
"He came into the Country 4 Auns towards 
the latter end of 4»guft 1628. only to be an 
Eye-witneſs of the Siege which was already 
far advanced , that he might Survey, as a Ma- 
thematician, the famous Ditch of Card. Kiche- 
lies, with the Line of Communication 3 bur 
he could not handſomly forbear ſerving in 
my quality of a Voluntier, beholding the Activicy 
hel wherewith the King in Perſon order'd his 
all Army by Sea and Land. In which particular 
W he was ſoon follow'd by divers Gentlemen of 
i his Age, who came only tothe Siege our of a 
Curioſity like his. pars 
He entred the Town with the King's Army 
opon Alt Szints Day,which was on a Wedneſday, 
be aſhſted the next day, being A/ Soxls, at 
the Solemn Proceſſion of the Hoſt performed 
in the Streets 3 now'there being nothing tnore 
Wt be done afrer the Conſummation' af.: rhis 
tf famous Siege 3 He came back to Pars by Poſt, 
where he was againſt Martinmaſs. He was pre- 
XIV. Some few days after,he was atan Af {ent aca ta- 
ſembly of learned & curious inquiſitive Perfons 73295 


ſembly ar 


2t the Pope's Nancio's Houſe, who was called the nue- 
F 2 Mon- cio's Houſe. 
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Monſigneur Bagre , created Cardinal ſhortly 
after, who honoured our Philoſopher with his 
2cquaintance a good while ago., Monfiear De 
Cartes was invited thither , and carried along 
with him Father Mer/ennus and: Monl. de Vike 
Breſſieux to hear the Sieur Chandoux, who wa 
there to debate concerning ſome new Opini 

ons in Philoſophy. | 

Chandox made a long Diſcourſe for tore 

the way of teaching Yhiloſophy, uſed in the 
Schools.” He propoled moreover , a prett] 
common Syſtem of Philoſophy which he pre 
tended to introduce; and had a mind to mak 
it paſs for a new one. 42, 7% bs 
The Pleafantneſs wherewith be accompe 
nied his - Diſcourſe, dd ſo wnpoſe. upon: the 
Company, that he received from it an alnol 
Univeria}: Applauſe. except from Moafiett 
A m_ was _ ro Em 

rate outwardly any {1gns-of.' Satis 
which indeed he had not received | from-the 
Diſcourſe of the Sieur de Chandenx.1: Cardinal 
Berslle; who was one of the: Aflembly, took 
tpecial notice: gf his Silence 3. which pac him 
upon demanding his Opimonaouching what he 
had heard, which appear's {0:excellent to the 
Company. ©: #11 OL 1UTNGH 213 0 
They make Monſieur Des Cartes didiall chat he could w 
him ex- excuſe bhrmſeif from delivering/bisMind deck 
plam *1s ring that he had nothing|ro-fay againift ir-afee 
Fis Philp- 8he Approhation-of ſo many' knowing«Men. 
fooly.. . Fhis ſhuffhog accompanied wich 'a-cercain 
one, which lomewhat 7 fufpicious., made-che 
Cardinal conjeture he did not judge of. che 
Diſcourſe 
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Diſcourſe altogether as the others did; . which 
mov'd him til] che more to urge him to declare 
what he thought of ir, Monſieur the Nuncio, 
and other moſt remarkable Perſons in the 
\fembly joyn'd their Intreaties to-rhoſe of 
he Cardinal, ro urge him to ſpeak his Mind. 
2 that not being able to recoil without bein 
incivil, he told the Company, that the a 
of is was, he had never yet heard any-one that 
could boaſt of ſpeaking more to the purpoſe 
than Monſieur de Chandoux had done. He 
firſt of all commended che Eloquence of 'bis 
Diſcourſe, and his great Talent he was endow- 
ed with for quaint words and expreſſions: ' He 
commended withal that generous Liberty he 
demonſtrated for. indeavouring to deliver Phi- 
loſophy from the Perplexity of the Schoolmen. 
But he took occafion from this Diſcourſe , to 
obſerve to them the Power of teri /imilitudo, 
taking — ng hand-of Truth, which upon 
i _—_ ——_ have triumphed: over 
[Judgment of ſo many grave, judicious 
Perſons. Adding withall , chat at ſuch time 
as one has to deal with People eafie enough 
to take up with very {tmilitade or likelihood, 
as the illoſtrions Aſſembly before which he 
had the honour to ſpeak had done, ir'was not 
difficult ro put off falſe Ware for true, and 
interchangeably make Truth paſs for Falſhood 
by means of appearing ſo. | | 
For to give them an inſtance of ic upon the 
ſpot, he demanded of the Aſſembly that ſome 
body in the Company would give himſelf the 
frouvle to propoſe to him ſuch a Truth as he 
F ; . pleaſed, 
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pleaſed, that might be in the number of thoſe 
that appear the moſt inconteſtable and urre 
fragable : they did fo; and with a Dozen Ar- 
guments every one more probable than ano- 
ther, he proved ro the Company that it was 
Falſe. Then he bid them propoſe to him 
Fallacy or Falſhood, fuch an one as Men com- 
monly take for a moſt evident one ; and by 
means..of another Dozen of probable Argy 
ments, he forced the Auditors ro acknowledge 


it to be plautible Truth. The Aſſembly-wa 


ſ{urprized at the extent of 'the Genious Mon 
ent Des Cartes ſhewed in his Reaforting ;; but 
it wasſtill-more. aſtoniſhing to fee themſelves 
roo plainly convinced of the eafinefs-with 
which.our Mind becomes Cully'd by very $ 
militude-. 60+ 5 
Then-they asked him, If he could think of 
no»infallible Expedient to avord Sophitms? 
He - «he That he knew none-more- certain 
tha thar he himfeif made common'wle of; 
adding. withal, That he had fetched it 'from 
Mathemaricks 5 :and [that he did not believe 
thattheir:could be any Truth, that he could 
notclearly demonſtrate by this means atcor- 
ging to'his own Principles. wo 
This way was nothing elſe but -his Univer: 
{al Method, which he calls otherwiſe his Ns 
r:ral Merhod, according ro which he try'd and 
ſquar'd all forts of Propoſitions. The firſt 
benefit of this, Merhod was to demonſtrate at 
the firſt tight, whether the Propoſition ws 
pofitole orno z the other benefit conſiſted 
making him infallibly co ſound the difficuley 
of the iaid Propofition. There 
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of i There was not any Perſon in the Company 5 erg 
re. that did not appear much taken with his Rea}, tegire 
\r. WW (onings, but no body took greater Satisfaion. co Publiſh 
10- in chem than Cardinal de Berulle, who declar'd his Phil>- 
x {to Monſieur Des Carres, that he could wiſh tq 9?" 

| WF hear him once more upon the ſame SubjeR in 


private. Monftenr Des Carres, very. ſenfible 
of me Honour a Perion of his Dignity did him, 
<1 my, vilit ſome days after, and diſcour- 

with him concerning the firſt Notions he 
canceived about Philoſophy, after he had per- 
a} the {mall benefit that flows from the 
Ne Omenly uled to treat of it... And by 
ay; ttt (hewed him che colnet his 
1! might produce, if they wererightly 
guided.,. and the beuefir and. advantage that 
wouldaccrem ro the Publick, if they, would 
Py 0s Vs Pays '» Filolophy to. Medicine 
<p heteof 


T_T. 


or, chanicks ; one wW 


Gi. 
_ 


in ww Ig recovery. and preleruahon 
f; 1, the ocher the leſſening andrelieving 
«|; The Cardinal had ngr much adoe to appre- 

Id the inportance of the deſign, and«judg- 


um. the. roper Perſon to. put, it, in 

cxccion, = e uſe of the Authority he 

his ur) to, WHCE him to under- 

che his: great Nay,. he made is cafe 

of (ry = Re to. underſtand that 

having received from God Srrength and _ 
rien of Mind. and withall was 1a enli 


ned to thi ect which was, not grant = 
others, 1 it behoved him to render an exact ac- 
COUar wow be oem * bis taleat, and chat 


F 4 he 
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he would be reſponſible before the Supreme 
Judge of all the World, for the injury he 
ſhould do to Mankind, in depriving them of 

the benefit of his Meditations. Yea, and went 
ſo far as to aſſure him,” that conſidering the 
capacity of his genius, ſo vaſt ashe knew it to 
be, God would not be wanting to him in be- 
Ntowing his 'Bleſſing upon his Labour , and 
granting him all the Succeſs he could poſſibly 


expect. | 
The imprefſion that: Pious Cardinal made 
upon him, ſeconded with what his own goot 
ature 2nd Reafort dictated to him long bu. 
fore,won hirg over to reſolve upon it. Tilt that 
time he had been'of no Party-in Phi y;& 
had made choice of no Sect, *as he himlelfg6 
quaints ys: He perſiſted in his reſolution to 
keep his Liberty, and to work q or kapr | 
ſelf, without inſiſting much npon in whit 
he might come nearer, or be furcher 'offffom 
thoſe that treated of Philoſophy eo! 
The earneſt requeſts his Friend bd to 
him for to haſten him'to communicate his 
clear Notions tothe Publick, 'did\nor' permit 
him' any longer to go "back with his word, He 
now bnly delzberares about the means how he 
might moſt commodioufly execuce bis defignz 
having obſerved two main Obſtacles thar might 
prevent his fncceeding, to wit, the heat'of the 
climar, and croud and hurly-burly of People:he 
reſolved to retire for good | and 'all from the 
place of tis Friends and Acquaintanceand pro- 
care himſelf a perfe&Solitude in a Country ih- 
different cold, where he might not be _—— 
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BOOK IIL 
From 1628. to 1637. 


Aving m_ choice of Holand for the He retiry - ® 
place of his Retirement, as the moſt fa- int0 the 

08 ble == me 2II gns  exncuting: — 

knw ner Mer/ennu 0 I- joto Hat 

"0RC Fat or his Commerce of Letters which ad. 

ewes: to. keep 0n foot in Prence, and com- 

nitt ed gement of his Domeſtick Af- 

15 to Picos, , Gang out of Town a- 

be © the beginning of Advent, An. 1628, he 

hongbta aor convenent to go ſtraight 1 no 

tells is he might not ſuddenly expo 

his th to the oor of the Seaton : B os 

he tetired-inco a place in the Country, where 

he ſpene.the | Winter at a diſtance from the 


c | legs ; on:-purpole to accuſtom 
nl by de rees to-Cold and Solitude. 


SEL nti{hip of near Four marror 
i 
la#z, about 


f,' a er) goes he for Hol- 
- _ RAG 7 629. 
was at;that-time-juſt 33 Years. of Age ; 
ſcarce was he arriv'd at Amſterdam, but he re- 
ceived an | accauntiof the diſcontent.of ſome 
who+ myteer'd againſt his reſolution , who 
blamed bis retirement. The Complaints thac 
were made of it, to ſpeak the truth, had na 
other Sourſe but the Reſpe& and Kindneſs of 
_ Rerſons of his Acquaintance, believing 
'emleſves quite forſaken and forlora, _* 


f | 
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The reproaches were reduc'd to three ſort 
- Firſt of all, for leaving France,where his Grat 
tude.& Education ſeemed to have obliged hit 
to tarry, and for having choſen Holland befc 
all other places in Europe z and laſt of all, fa 
having forſaken Humane Society by avoidir 
Company. | 

As he had prepared his Spirit for all Event 
{o bad he likewiſe hardened his Heart againk 
2ll falſe Kindneſs and Tendernels, and beig 
per{ivaded that his deportment needed ng 
Apology; he did not trouble him much to ſhe 
fle the Complaints of Friends and, ugar;Rela 
tions 3 yet ſeeing that time had diffipated the 
reſeatments, which reaſon perhaps -was g0t 
able to accompli(h all on the ſudden,. cam 
into his Mind to give ſome accoum;: pt by 
Proceedings and ConduR, for the ſatsiation 
of thoſe who would be moved at thele fort « 
reprooches. As'to the reaſon that madezhim 
quitF rance,he aliedged the burry and 41 | 
nity of the Croud of People that he mu{b have 
been obliged to ſee and endure. in. his;:wn 
Country to the. prejudice of his Studies. Be 
{ides, the heat of the Climate, which he ex- 
perienced no ways favourable to his Conſlita 
ciou in reipect of the freenels of his Mi 
For to jullitiq his preferring Hylend, he urged 
che Tranquilpy the Heart of glils Country et 
joyed, being ſurrounded with - Armies. that 
terved to preſerye it; the Convemences 
Life chac Trade and Commerce produc'd,.the 
opportunity of leading a Solitary agd . ut- 
known lite there, amongſt a People raken 

up 
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oro with their own, and laſt of al), the quali- 
raufy of the Climare to be preferr'd in reſpe& of 
hinkis Health, to the hot Air of /:aly, which he 
onMhould otherwiſe have pitch'd upon for his 
finAbode, upon Conſideration of the Catholick 
ingWMeligion ; but as for what they lay to' his 

harge, that he declin'd the Company of Men, 


nyc was perſwaded, that it was not ſo much his ' 


articular caſe , as that of all great Philoſo- 
hers, who, that they might procure liberty 
vio apply themſelves cloſely to their Studies 
WlWnd Meditation, bave abandoned the- Courts 


_ 


pf- Princes 2 and ſtaying in their own-dear 


N, ntry- - ; 
ot Arriving in Holand, he gave out at the His ambu- 
mlivery firſt chat he would look upon himſelf but 

wks. Foreigner there, who did not aſpire to 
0 et Rights and Privileges of a Free 'Denizon, 


id delired to take Lodgings,only with a reſo- 
lution 'of changing his abode ever now and 
theng'ithe fpace of Twenty Years that he paſt 
in-Holard which hetalled his-Inhericance, was 
2s unſeecled and fleeting as the (ojourning of 

ie [/raclites in Arabia the Deſert , notwith- 
ſtanding he bragged that he could preſerve 
bis Solitude in the greateſt croud of People, 
as ealtly as in the mid'ſt of a Wilderneſs ; -yer 
did be ſhun the throng of great Ciries, and it 
was always his way to lodge in the remoteſt 
part of their Suburbs. He evermore preferr'd 
tothem - Villages and loneſome Houles far in 
the Country , provided he could find tiem 
convenient for his purpoſe, and pretty nigh 
Cities, whereby to be provided the more ea- 
uy with all ſorts of Provilzon, Sel- 
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Seldom or never did he cauſe his-Letters 
 Pacquets that were directed to him to be ſe 
right to the place of his abode, .the better 
keep himſelf concealed, ſometimes they we 
received at Dort by Mr. Beckmen , at Havle 
by Monſieur Bloemaert, at Amſterdam by 
damoilſelle Reiniers, or Mr. Van Sureck. de þ 


ger, at Leiden by M. Hoogbeland, and atoths 


times at Urreche by Regins, or Monl: 
»1an's Brother, an ingenious learned Lady 


that Name; commonly there was o.bog 


beſide Father Mer/ſennus who was privy to hi 
Secrets upon that account , and he kept it 
cloſe, that feyeral learned and inQ0tifitive Per 
ſons of France, who travelled m—_—_ 
time in Holland, were deprived of atk 
faction of ſeeing him, becauſe they could 1 
poſſibly find out his haunts. Forhis pa 
whenever he writ to his Friends, eſpeci; 
before he ſettled at Egmond, he generally dx 
ted his Letters , not from the place '6f 
abode, but from the City , as from 'Amfter: 
dam, Leiden, &c. where as ſure no boc | 
coald find him ; when he became too wel 
known in one place, and that he was too fre- 
quently viſited by Perfons, impertinent 
uſeleſs, he never delayd co decamp , that he 
might break off his Acquaintance, and fo re- 
tire to ſome other place where he might not 
be known. Which ſucceeded very well all 
210ng, til] ſuch time as his Reputation was 2 
wezis to diſcover him in all places, where it 
followed him as his Shadow, 


From 


no A nd ad was kc. cx” >» ec — Ho” 


(77 ) 


$M From Amferdam, where he flay'd at firſt, He goesto 
'd-into Friez/and,retiring to a place near live n 
r fr <xcter, be lodged in 2 little Caſtle ſepara- ©3ns 
verified from the City but by a ſmall Dirch. He gr upon 
rledged this place ſo much the more convenient. his Mera- 
"xr him , becauſe they ſaid Maſs there with parc 
puch ſecurity, and becauſe one found there <3 
4 Liberty for all the other exerciſes of 
he Catholick Religion. 
There it was he renewed his old Proteſta- 
z0n before the Altar, not to Labour, bur on- 
for the glory of God and benefit 'of Man- 
ulcind, and therefore intended to begin hifMe- 
xWications concerning the Exiſtence of God and 
mortality of our Soul. But that he might 
aderrake nothing which had any affinity with 
divinity, be did not intend to look upon 
od otherwiſe, bur as the Author of Nature 
> whom be made account to conſecrate all 
-Whis Talents. It was not Natural Theology, 
Whbut only'that of Revelation that he excluded 
e-Mfrom-his Defigns. | 
\{ (in Metaphyſicks or Natural Theology, did His Notion 
or lo: much take op all his time bur that he re- me 
ſerved ſome Portion of it for Experiments in P!/9t 
Phyſick 5 aid pareicularly for choſe of Dzop- 
tricks, whereunto he bad mightily addicted 
himſelf in - Frence, © Scarce was he ſettled in 
Friezland,; but he'catied to mind chat he had 
left Monfieur Terrier at Paris 3 he who was 
thefamous Workman in Mathematical Inftru- 
ments, whom he had employed for Cutting of 
Glaſſes. He thought he was nor yet difchar- 
ged of the care he had taken ſome _ 


(783) 

Fore of his Fortune and Inſtrution 3 but th 
Propoſals he made of receiving. him into hy 
Houſe, and to receive him as his Brother j 

an equal Communication of his Subſtance ar 

' Studies, became all of none effect , for wa 

of management in Ferrier , whoſe Nez x 
occalioned his falling into divers Miterig 

fince, which Monfteur Des Cartes, whot 

foretold him what would come on him, cou 

not help, but by halves at that diſtance... 

He returns The unreſolvedneſs of zFerrier , made hit 

_Y change his meaſures he had taken for ſeve 
_ Laboratories he had already prepared in hi 
Houſe near Francker , that he might get hin 

to Work about making Inſtruments and Glz 
ſes. Art the end of Six Months, he forſook 
this abode to return to Amferdam, where ht 


ſpent Three Months more upon his Mathemn 
tical Meditations: But the Treatiſe of it which 
he had begun , was interrupted by his other 
Studies at the Beginning of the next Yet; 
and he ſer not about it again'till Ten Years 


L 


after. 
Theocca- IV. He was ſtill in Friezland, when he was 
7m - = ſolicited to put out his Reflexions upon the fx 
Merenre, Mous Phenomena Parhelias or falſe Suns, ob 
the Pheno- ſerv'd at Rome in March, An. 1629. the Ob- 
mena of ſervation was ſent him by Father Merſenn, 
Pervelias. and before that by Sicur Henry Reneri, or Rt- 
ner, a new Acquaintance he had gotAt his ar- 
rival in Holland, who was ({ince looked upon 
as one of his Chief Diſciples or Followers 
that ever publickly taught his Philoſophby3 


Reneri receiv'd it from Monſieur & aſendzs the 
m 
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| Holland , who Compoſed a Diflerration 
on it in his Travels, before Monſieur Des . 


AYTtEs. | 
'Tis totheſe Obſervations of Parhelia's thar 
e World is beholding for that excellene 
reatiſe of Meteors, which Monfienur DesC ar- 
; preſented it with, ſome Years after. He 
woke off his Mecaphyſical. Megitarions, that 
e might examine 1n order a?l Meteors, and 
xe laboured ſeveral times upon this Subject, 
inf@efore he could find any thing in ic where- 
ithal co fatisfie himſelf ; but = Ya being 
vapable, by reaſon of ſeveral Obſervations 
inWery exa&t, ro render a Reaſon of the moſt. 
rt of Meteors, eſpecially concerning the co- 
zurs of the Rain-bow , which puzled him 
nore than all the reſt, he reſolved to 
zompoſe a Treatiſe of ir, which concludes at 
he Diſſertation of Parbeli-'-. 
V.' At hisreturn from Friez/and, he loſt an The Death 
flept DireRor and: moſt ſincere Friend in of his Dire- 
he Perſon of Cardinal ge Berale, who died #2" Card- 
uddenly in Paris the Second of Ofober. He © 
ad always a great. Veneration, for his Merit, 
and mightily valaed his Advice, he looke up- 
dn hifn, next to God, asthe principal Promo- 
ter and Author of his Deſigns. He had the 
SatiSaction, after his deceaſe, to meet with 
ſome of his Scholars; I mean, ſome of the 
Prieſts of the Oratory , in whoſe hands he 
mighe intruſt che direction of his Conſcience 
all the while he remain'd in Holand. 
No ſooner was he ſettled in Amſterdam,bur 
(not being able to forget the End and Scope 
, - 


of Phyſick, f Mankind) 
20d Chy. of Phyfick, ay wn more particularh 


miſtry, 
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His Study of his lets, which was only the benefs 
e 


eriouſly undertook the Stu 


to Anatomy 'and Chymiſtry. He imagine 


.- that nothing was more _ to produce thei: 
0 


temporal Felicity of this World, than an hay 
Union of Phyfick with Mathematicks 3 By 
fore he was in a Capacity to contribute ag 
Comfort or Relief tro Mens Labours, gr cc 
multiply the Conveniencies of Life by Med 
nicks, he thought it neceſſary to find our fot 
way or other to ſecure Humane-Body fronlMi 
Evils that might diſturb its Health, and 
prive itof power and force to Labour. © + 
Upon this Perſwaſion, he began to put hi 
deſigns in execution by Study of Anatonyj 
wherein he employ'd all the Winter he ſpent 
at Amſterdam, He declares, That he had 
much eagerneſs for the Knowledge of thi 
that it mage him go almoſt every day to1 
Butcher's Shop to ſee him Kill Beaſts, and 
from thence he cauſed the Parts of ſach Atv 
mals ro be brought home to his Lodging, 's 
he deſignd to Anatomize at his own leiſure 
This was his common Practice , frequentlyin 
other places where he was ſince, thinking tha 
there was no diſgrace for. him, nor any thin 
unbeſeeming his Condition in the practiced 
a thing that was in-it felf very innocent, ant 
might prove very ſerviceable in itseffeds. | 
He joyned the Study of Chymiſtry to thut 
of Anatomy, from the latter end of the Yer 
1629. and he afſores us , that he learn'r dal 


in this Science, as he did in other, ſomering 
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chat did not occur in Books ; but before he 
6 would apply his Mind to the finding out Di- 
leaſes and Remedies, he had a delire to know 
nel whether or no there was any means to find out 
 cel2 Medicine that inight be grounded upon infal- 
Wlible Demonſtration. 
MM VI. VIL Theſe Beginnings were abundance x, ; 
Wmore Proſperous to him than he durſt hope condud of 
they would have been, and there could be no- Prckmen 
thing wanting to his SatisfaRion to ſee the firſt and Ferrier. 
ſucceſs of his Studies, but the aſſurance of ſee- 
ing the iſſue of them 3 the great delight he 
took in them, made him more and more reliſh 
Whe (weecrne(s of his retirement ; and nothing 
t lifWdifturb'd his repoſe this Year, but che ill be- 
Whaviour of Beeckman and Ferrier towards him. 
The firit,above Thirty Years elder than he. 
ſeeing his Repuration co increale in the eyes of 
«the World , diſcovered a FPedantick Itch to' 
iMmake People believe that he had been for- 
Wmerly his Maſter : altho' he himſelf had learne 
\nMof Monſieur Des Carres that of which he 
mM bragg'd up and down he had taught him; 
ethereupon he crook him to task, Doccumen- 
ly afMtized him handſomly to-make him know him- 
ſelf ; and altho' he was willing to forego 
hin fomerhing he had given him formerly upon 
«MAlgebra, Dioptricks, and Geometry; yet he 
made him reſtore him the Original of his 
Treatiſe of Mulick,that he might at leaſt keep 
his Vanity within Bounds. © 
The other, acknowledging his Fault he had 
commitcred the foregoing Year, in refuſing to 
$0 along with ao Des Cartes, tO oy 
| | Wl 


Viſit of Fa- 
ther Merſtn. 
The Book 
of Father 
Giberf, 


ried his Complaints every where, where there 
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with him in Friezland,8 being willing to make 
amends, at a time when M, Des Cartes was no 
longer in a capacity to ſuch like advantagiow 
Kindnefles, made, as if he complain'd of hi 
bad Fortune to frame real Complaints again(} 
Monſieur Des C artes his Benefactor. He car. 


was any conliderable Perſons that knew him) 
ſeveral of which- writ to Monſieur Des Carty 
in his behalf. Now he, thathe might nor 
come ſuſpected of hard dealing, fee tum 


obliged to argue the caſe with them, and tg 
juſtifie the diſtance and impoſhbiliry that there 
was forhim to grant at that time thoſe C 

tions he had urged him to accept of, whealk 
mtreatedt him to come live with -him at Fre 
neker: Neverthele(s, after he had convincd 
hint in particular, that be might take himſelf 
only for all the hardſhips he fuffer'd and cons 
plain'd of, he was willing to take up his for- 
mer thoughts of good will towards him, as bt 
had done in reſpect of Beeckman.* But to coll: 
fort him for thoſe petty Cauſes of being vez 
that theſe two Men had adminiſtred, there 
happened two things in relation to two other 
of his Friends, which he reckon'd among 
the good Fortunes of this Year. The farſt,ws 
a Vifit Father 44erſennus went to make him a 
faras Amſterdam. The ſecond, was the pub 
liſhing of Father Gibexf's Book concerning the 
Liberty of God and of the Creature, whereit 
he had the pleaſure to find where-wichall 
authorize what he conceived of Indifference 
and Free Will. - : _ 
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VIE Ir was at-the ſame time the Count-de He refuſc.h 
Marcbeville nominated by. the King to go Amr t9g0 into 
baſſfador tothe Port , gor fome to defire him © £44" 
that he would be pleaſed ro accompany himy > 
together with Monfieur de Chaſheil , M. Box- 
chard, M. Holftein, M. G-:/ſendas, Father Thes 
oh. Minnti; wh divers otlier Learned Men 
he incended to carry along with him to Cen- 
fantinopte , and into the Levant; he would 
tave heartily wiſh'd ſuch another opforcunity 
had prefented it (elf 4 or 5 Years before, bur 
being of a Condition not to Travel any more, 
he” excafed himſelf upon the account of his 
Occupations not permitting him to -leave the 
place of his retiremenr. | 
- Yet for all that, he made a Voyage into He goes in- 
England a Intle white after, and he made, 9 England. 
fomewhere,; not far from London, forme Ob- 
fervations touching the Declinations of the. 

Magnet, which do vary mn England ; this Voy- 
ng he terms bur a meer walk, was but 

. Ar his return, He was thinking of ea- 
ing himſelf and: Father 42erſennns of part of 
the Importunicies which his reputation brought 
bpon him; uporthe account of. fome *Mathe- |, ., 
maticians, to the end,that both might husband ,copound 
the leifure chey had for more imporcant ſtudies n» more 

Some particular Perſons knowing there was Queſtions 
noother way of Communication but by Fa-? 4, 5% 
ther Mey/ermus, by which they might get their po lelf noe 
Conſultations conveyed to Monſieur Des Car- to rcolve 
tes, and to receive Anlwers of chem . flock'd ny bur 
to his Convent to bring kim their Queſtions, j,195,1" 
and returned to fetch the Solutionsand Expla- pounded 

, G 3 nations to him. 
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nations of Monſieur Des Cartes. This Cot- 
courſe put him to a trouble he had the good: 1g 
neſs never to complain ef; and not ſatisfied to W 
exhort Monſieur Des Cartes to anſwer all the 
Queſtions that were *propounded to him, in hj 
the Pacquers he ſent him ; He-chalienged him Ml 6 
allo to {end him ſome of his own Problemsto fs y 
propound to others, of which he undertook to If gf 
ſend him the Solutions. Monſieur Des Carte: fl 9 
put him in mind that he had utterly diſcarded. 
the Study of Mathematicks for ſeveral Year 
laſt paſt, that he was fully reſolved not to loſe 
his time in thoſe jejune Operationsiof Geome- 
cry and Arithmerick, that at the long run there 
was — material or important got by it. 
But upon the whole he acquainted him, that 
bis delign was, not any longer-to propound 
Problems to any one whatloever ; and that 
he thought he had taken'a hard task upon 
himſelf, ro be reduc'd for the future , not to 
reſolve any but thoſe of others , wherewith 
he profeſſes beſides that he was quite tired. - 

IX. Of a great many Friends in France, to 
whom his Abſence ſeem'd difficult to- bear, 
who declared their great Paſhon, they ſhould 
have had to come and lived with him, we 
know none but Monſieur Balzuc, whom he 
could like, to have lived with him - but the 
Obſtacles that . thwarted Monfieur Balzac's 
good intent, muſt needs be tuch as were not 
eaſily to be ſurmounted , it ail be true that 
he Proteits very 1ter:zouſly, That he had a long 
ing deſire to be reunited to him, and never mort 


$0 forſakg him, | 
| 7 Mon: 
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- Monſieur de Vile Breſſieux had much better 
& ME lack than he in this particular , and his pre- 
0 WW ſence was by ſo much che more acceptable to 


Monſieur Des Cartes, as he knew chere was in 
him 2 vaſt Genius for -Mathematicks, and a 
ſtrong Inclinatim for Chymiſtry, accompanied 
with a' great deal of aff:biliry and ſweetneſs 
of diſpofition : Yille Breſſieux was not content 
to become his Diſciple ; he would fain have 
been his Domeſtick Crony , to have learned 
his Deporrtment as well as his Opinions. 


that is ro ſay, his Principles according to his 
Method, being made Profeffor in Philoſophy 
at Deventer, (way'd mach with Monſieur Des 
Cartes to go live in} that Town; which he 
did in the Year 1633. in the Spring : there he 
he buſied himſelf ro continue divers works he 
had broke off the preceding Year, particularly 
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he applied himſelf likewiſe afreth ro the 
knowledge of Celeſtial Matters, and his Aftro- 
nomical Obſervations made him quickly un- 
derſtand the neceſſity of ſtudying the Natures 
of Comets to the porpoſle- 

He took occaſion from this ſort of Study, 
to draw up the Model of the Hiſtories of Ce- 
leſtial Appearances, for Father Merſenmw, juſt 
ſuch as he conceived it to be, for the afſt- 
ſtance and furtherance of thoſe, whom the 
Father had ſent him word, took wonderful 
delight in ſparing no pains for the advance- 

; G 3 ment 
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Henry Reneri, whom we told you was one He goes to 
of the firſt Admirers of Monſieur Des Corres, ele at 
who had publickly profeſſed his Philoſophy, 


his Dioptricks,and his Treatiſe of the World; - 


_ His Tre2- 
riſe of the 
Worid, 
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ment of Sciences, even to be willing to 
make Experiments at their own Colt and 
Charges. | 

X. During this Year's Summer, he finiſhed 
his Treatiſe of the World, long look'd for by 
Father Merſennu and his Friends with greq 
impatience. e call'd it his World, becaule it 


* was the Idea of a World that he had imagined 


an{werable to the World we live 1n 3 and he 
compriſed in an Abridgment all his Phyicks, 
I mean, all that he could come to the know- 
ledge of, concerning material things, faving 
only that which relates to Light, which he ia- 
tended to explain in its full Extent and La 
titude, 

That he might not be engaged to follow 
ar refute the Opinions commonly received a 
moneglſt 'the Learned , he was willing to give 
over this fame World to the exerciling of 
their Brains in diſputing about it 3 and to ſpeak 
only of that which might happen in a New 
I/orld, put the caſe God did create ſufficient 
matter on the imaginary ſpaces to Compole 
{uch. He ſuppoſed God would diverſly. and 
confuſedly agitate the parts of this matter, f0 
that he would Compoſe of it fa Chaos, or an 
indigeſted confuſed Maſs, and 'that in- procels 
of time, he thould only ſead his Ordinary 
Concourſe ro Nature, and let her a& con- 
formablt co the Laws and Ordinances he hath 
eſtabliſhed. | 

Upon this Sugpoſition he deſcribes you this 
matter at the very firſt, he made appear what 
kind of Laws of Nature theſe were; he de- 
'*  monſtrated 
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monſtrated afterward , that the greateſt part 
of the matrer of this Chaos ought, conſequent- 
ly in obedience to theſe Laws, diſpoſe and 
range themſelves after ſuch a manner, that 
would make it reſemble our Heavens, &c: 
From the deſcription of all Bodies imagi- 
mble that could be compoſed of this matter, 


he was pleaſed to proceed to the Explanation 


of the reaſonable Sou], upon which he judged 
if convenient to expatiate more at large. He 
demonſtrates, that it cannot be deduced from 
the power of the matter, as were other things 
he. handled 3 but that it is exprefly to be 
created. | 


XI. He reviſed his Treatiſe of the World, Galit.cu 


for to ſend it to Father Merſernns, to get it 
Printed in Paris with the King's Priviledge, 


his Con- 
demnarion 
tnakes him 


at ſuch time as he heard the News of what keep this 
befell Galzlexs. This Mathematician had been Treariſe 


obliged by the Inquiſition of the Holy Office, 
ablickly to abjure his Sentiment of che 
rth's Motion, as a rank Herely ; ay, and 
he hampered in the Priſon of the Inqui- 
lition. | 
This Adventure did ſo much the-more 
ſurprize Monſieur Des Cartes z as he, On ONE 
{ide had a more than ordinary Submiſhon to 
the Holy See ; and becauſe on the other fide he 
was perſwaded that the Opinion of che Earth's 
motion is by much the moſt probable, -and 
withal the moſt Commodious for the ex- 
plaining all Phenomena's. llpon this Hypo- 
theſts he had Buile the greateſt part of this 


lock'd up. 


World ; Inſomuch, as not being able to de- 
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ſtroy it without rendring all-the reſt defeQive, iſ 
he thought ic more adviſable to ſuppreſs and 
conceal his Treatiſe, than to fend ic abroad 
lame and imperfe&, or to expote himſelf to 
that ſcurvy humour of the Inquiſitors of Rome, 
by publithing that Hypotheſis they, had con if 
demned without underſtanding it. Yet he 
was reſolved to have the other touch art it; 
and new model his Explanation of the Earth 
motion, to ſhew which way one may 
this motion, in oppoſition to G alles, aitho' 
in truth, it may really be carried about , and 
tho' the Hypotheſis of Copernicus remain in 
full force, which he did not ſo much our of 
Cro(snels to ſtupifie the Inquiſitors, *as for to 
explain thoſe Paſſages of Scripture which are 
commonly alledg'd againſt this Opinion. 
Heremr- XL M. Des Cartes's (tay at Deventer, where 
red to An- he had remain'd from April, An. 163 3.o0cca(ton'd 
lierdam- himan entire peaceful Solitude, enjoying no 
no other Company in chat place , bat that of 
his Friend Rener;, who Profeſled Philoſophy 
in that place; yet ſeeing it ſomewhat too dir 
ſtant from the Carriers Roads, for to maintain 
his Correſpondence with Father AMerſenns, 
and other knowing Perſons, he quits this abode 
the next Year enſuing, to remove to Amſter- 
| dam again. 
nor nl | Alntlewhile after, he took a Journey into 
- with 1.vVit Denmark, and the Lower Parts of Germany, 10: 
le Breſſenre Company of Monſieur Ville Breſjieux 5 who. 
profited no leſs by his Inſtruftions upon their 
Road, than in. his Houſe at Amſterdam, I 
wes upon theſe Precepts, and chiefly upon bus 


grand 
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rand Maxim, That the moſt Plain and Simple 
bings are uſually the motF Excellent, That Mon- 
eur-de Ville Breſſienx invented ſo many pretty 
rt Machines beneficial for the uſe of Lite. 
He inculcated to him divers 'orher Frinci- 
Wples, upon which this Man made f=veral Ex- 
-MWperiments (ince, which hath gotren him a vame 
Wot being an extraordinary Vircuoſo in Chymi- 
'Wiry, Mechanicks and Opricks. 
At the time Monſieur Des Cartes lefrc the 
WCity of Deventer, Reneri likewiſe went thence 
Wor Urrechr,whither the Magiſtracy had drawn 
him by fair words to Read Philoſophy 1n the 
Colledge, which was very ſpeedily to be 
changed into an Univerſity. This ingenious 
Man. who had at his leiſure quire exhauſted 
Monſieur Des Cartes his Philoſophy at the very 
Fountain Head when he enjoy'd his preſence, 
laid hold on ſuch a favourable Conjuncture'as 
this, to bring the whole Univerſity over to 
be Carteſians, that it ap be illuſtrious at 
is very- birth 3 + which he- cfte&ted with fo 
much Prudence and Diſcretion , that there 
would never have been occaſltoned any di- 
ſurbance there, had not che Precipitated Zeal 
of him that ſucceeded him, quice ſnar'd his 
hne ceconomy- | 

The Winter following afforded Monſieur 4", Ovfer- 
Des Cartes matter for thoſe Obſervations he Tn Pt 
made. upon Bnow of fix Points or Angles; and, an hexago- 
upon that occaſion, to make ſome upon Hail nal figure. 
and Rain. He ſIhce Compiled a Sixth Difſ- 
courſe of them , which is to be ſeen in the 
Treatiſe of his Meteors, But above al = 
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ſeem'd fo much ſatisfied with the Ot 
tions the Snow that fell chat Winter gave hin 
occaſion to make, that he could have deſge 
that all che Experiments that he was nec 
tated to try for the reſt of his Phyſicks, gh 
have dropt from the Clouds in that manner ; an 
that he might have-ſtood in need of nothin 
but his Eyes ro know them. 
 Remembring his delightful abode ar 
wventer, he was moved to return to that City 
roavoid the frequent Viſits his Sojourning 
Amlterdam drew upon him. Five or Six Month 
after, viz. towards the latter end of- Autumy, 
Anno 1635. he paſs'd into Friezland and re- 
tired to Lewarden, the Principal City of the 
- Province, two Leagues from Franeker, where 
he remain'd ill the Year 1629. there he Com- 
poſed, or rather that I may make ule of hy 
own Expreffion, he Broached his ſmall Trex 
tiſe of Mechanicks, for M. de Zuitlechem, hi 
Friend and Correſpondent, a Gentleman 
great Worth, Counſellor and Secretary tothe 
Prince of Qrange. * by 
Obſervati- ; He came back to Amferdam about the be- 
"De C:cles B1n0INg of March, and made a great many Ct- 
bout Can. F10US Obſervations concerning the Crowns ot 
dles. Circles of Candles, in relation to our Eys 
Underſtanding at his return, that one of tus 
Axcquaintance was buſy'd in putting out 1 
Treatiſe of Spectacles, he moſt frankly and... 
generouſly ſent him hz, thar was made upo'i 
the ſame SubjeR. . His Friend took out of it I, 
what he thought fit for his purpoſe ; nov 


that Part of the Treatiſe, relating particularly 
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B the Practice,ſerved his turn. The reſt was 
"Wot quite loſt, ſome of it ſaw the Light, and 
25 lince found digeſted and inſerted in Mon- 
geur Des Cartes lis Dioptricks. 
Towards the latter end of the ſame Year, 
ie |oſt one of the beſt and anciente:t Friends 
Me had acquired in Halaxrd, by the Death of 
aac Beeckman, Principal of the Colledge of 
Dordrecht Or Dort. | 


— 
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BOOK IV: 
From 1637, til 1638. 


& II. Fter the reſolution Monſieur Des He cauſes 
Cartes had taken to ſuffer his >< Elays 
orks to be Printed in his Life-time, one Auer id - 
ould have thought that all the Buſineſs had be Priced, 
xen to kill him, co put the Publick in Poſ- | 
ſion of a Benefit that was to be their own 3 
Wis Friends made him reflect upon the In- 
Wiltice.of this Proceeding, and ſnarch'd him 
ur of harms way ; thatis, from the danger of 
Wing Sacrificed to the Publick Danger, in 
{Wauſing him co conclude upon Publiſhing what 
+ had pur in a Condition to come abroad. 
B He reduced what was contain'd in his Fa- 
pers t6 Four Treatiſes , for which he deſired 
Fey would cravethe Priviledge of the King, 
mhich was granted, with Teſtimonies of e- 
lleem and reſpet for him, the 4th of, RY 
1637. 
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1637. to cauſe to be Printed not only 
Four Treaties there ſpecified 3 but alſo whi 
ſoever he had written cill that time, 
whatſoever elſe he might write , during f 
whole Courſe of his Life, 1 what Part 
thought moſt -conveniint , within or without | 
Xingdom of France, &c. y 
Theſe Four Treatiſes that he would havey 
paſs, for the Eſſays of his Philoſophy , we 
Printed at Leyden, Intituled, 4 Diſcourſe of 
Method for the well- governing ones Reaſon, and 
find ont truth in Sciences, Moreover, Dioptyich 


Meteors, and Geometry , with certain Eſſa 
this Method. . 


His deſign was not” to teach all his Merlo 


in the firſt of theſe Treaties. Bur not to pre 
poſe any but what he deem'd ſufficient ro mak 
2 Man judge,that the new Opinions that ſhot 
appear in the Dioptricks, and. Meteors w 
not conceived at Random, Or a la Legere, al 
that it would be worth the while ſtrictly 't 
examine them. | 

He begun his firſt Treatiſe or Di/courſed 
Method, with divers Confiderations upon S& 
ences 3 Thea he:'propoſeth the Principal Ruk 


re: 


MH 


of Method which he ſought, for his particuln$ 


aſe in the manner of conducting or gc 
ing a Man's Reaſon. After that, he proc 
ceth ſome Maxims of Morality, that he hat 
drawn from this Method ; Then he dedu 
ſome Reaſons, by which he evinceth the 
ſtence of a God, and. of the Humane Soul 
which make up the Foundations of his Metz 
phy{zxcks. One may there ſee further the an 
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Queſtions of Phyſicks, and that he hath in- 
Mired into together with the diflerence be- 
ixt our Soul and that of Beaſts. In the laſt 

- he makes a deduction of things, he ſup- 

aled requiſite to proceed farther in the re- 
arch of Nature, than any one had hitherto 
-MWone. He concludes , folemnly proceiting 
War his chief ſcope and aim tended only to 
& Advantage and Profit of his Neighbour 3 

t that he was alcogether averſe from de- 
rivg ever to apply him{elf 0 what might be of 
Advantage to ſome, without doing wrong t0 


f, 

He did not L pamend by this Treatiſe to 
Wreſcribe any Method to any Man, bur only 
So make knoivn to all, that Method he him- 

lf had followed, by the right which the li- 

of concucting himſelf according to thoſe 
tural Lights ix received from GodG,allowed 


Il. The firſt Eſſay of this Method, is the Hi 
reatiſe of Dioprricks, divided into Ten Parts, 
Which make ſo many Diſcourſes,or very ſhort 
»Wifſertations concerning Light, Refraction, 
Eye and Senles3-concerning the Images 
are formed at the bottom of the Eye, 
nd-concerning V ifion, Spectacles, and cutting 
of Glaſſes, | 
';The dehgn of the Author in this Treaty, 
is ro ſhew us that one may proceed pretty 
War in Philoſophy, to arrive by means of it 
\Woche Knowledge of Arts profitable ro Life. 
1 he Treatiſe that he makes uponthe ſecond His 84s 
| May of his Method, is that of Meteors, __ 


* 

(94) | 
ded into 2s many parts as that of Dioptrickſ« 
He treats therein of Terreſtrial Bodies; q 
Vapours and Exhalations, of Salt, of Wink 
of Clouds, Rain, Snow, and Hail; of Te: 
pots, Lightnint and other” Fires kindled } 
the Air, and of the Rain-bow z of the cold 
of Clouds, of Circles or Crowns appearin 
now and then round about the Stars 3 of Pa 
helia's or Apparitions of many Suns. 

His Gee The laſt of the Eſſays of his Method, is hi 

ty. Treatiſe of Geomerry, containing Three Book 
where is handled chiefly the Conſtruction 
Problems; the Author's cefign in thek 
Works, was, to ſhew the way of Demon( 
tion, that he had diſcoyered abundance 
things not known before him, and to hintbf 
the by, that one may fing ſti]] a great mat ; 
others; to the end he might more effectualj 
excite all Men to the reſearch of Truth. 

But a Man would be miſtaken to beliewe 
that Monſieur Des Cares intended to delive 
the Elements of Geometry in this*his WorkW* 
which requires othergates Readers than Scho 
lars in Mathematicks. He ſtudied in the Thre 
Preceeding Treatifes to make himſelf unde 
ſtood by every body, becauſe the*main But 
neſs was to make-thoſe things to be compre 
hended that were never taught before, i 
whoſe true Principles by none was ever yet 

_ delivered ; but perceiving that there was 7 
” great number of Works of Geometry, againft 
which he had nothing to ſay, he thought It 
was not oblig'd to repeat in his Treatiſe, whit I 
he had found good, and very well demonſi 
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&d ig others ; fo that, ſo far was he fromren- 
ing them unſerviceable , that he Jaboured 
hat he.could ro make them neceſſary, begin- 
w where they left off : Inſomuch, that it 


expedient to have read them , to compre- 
nd his Geometry. He ſuppreſs'd the Prin- 


- Mples of the greateſt part of- his. Rules, with 
Weir Demonitrations. . He forefaw alſo, that 
jeral who might have read other Geome- 
Wes, yet who might have acquir'd but Fcom- 
00 inſight into this Science , might moſt 
lily attain to the Knowledge of his Wri- 


. Altho' the ſubject matter of theſe Four connexion 
reatiſes ſeem at firſt view to have no Rela--and Rela- 
n to 0ne- another, yet hath-he ſo uſed his 192 be- 
ill, chat the Three laſt ſhould have ſome jeerene®© 
dnnexXion , and that a very ſtrait one with js. : 
te firſt 3 to this intent, after having propoſed - 
Model or Pattern of a general Method which 
ac adopted; yet without pretending to ob- 
Wruce it upon others for their Inſtruction, he 
an choſen ir his Diopericks a mixt SubjeR of 
hiloſophy and Mathemacicks 3 in his Mereors 
ne, of pure Philoſophy without mixtare 3 
d in his Geometry one,of pure Mathematicks; 
« Wo ſhew you'that there could be nothing in 
x (hatioever Natural Knowledge he might 
o (Wave, that he had not a deſign to refer and 
{{Woduce to this Method z, and.nothing wherein 
{We did not hope to have good Succe(s, provi 
Rd be mighe have the Experiments chat 
x Wught be neceſ{ary to that effect, and time to 
ulculs and, examine them. hy 
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In what As for his way of arguing, it ſeem'd, thalff. 1 
manner jt was look'd upon by others after a quite di{Mile: 
they a'©® ferent manner, from what it really was accoſolt 
wk. CGing ro him. He did by no means agree wiſh, 
thoſe, upon this Subje&t, who publithed & 
the explication of things he hath given, myſt 
be very well rejzted and waved, but thallie 
they cammor be oppoſed nor refuted by re 
ſon ; for not admitting of any Principles whidve 
he did not believe moſt manifeſt, and conkWe « 
dering nothing beſides, Greatneſſes, Figungiſ 
and Motion, after the manner of Mathengas : 
ticians 3 He excludes hin.ſelf from all retrewWer 
which: Men uſually reſerve for themſelves wf9p1lo! 
eſcape to, as need ſhall require s and debar@Qpmi 
himſelf of all the Subterſuges of PhiloſophenWae 
ſo that che leaſt Error that thall ſlip into blff*- 
Principles, will be eaſtly perceived and con 
ted by a Mathematical Demonſtration. | 
on the contrary, .if there be any thing fot 
cherein that may appear ſo true and certanſet 
that one cannot overthrow it by ſuch hk 
Demonſtration, that cannot , without doub 
be undervalued without a fault, ar leaſt, ! 
thoſe whoſe Profeſſion it is to Teach and/ 
ſtruc. For alcho he makes as if hedid nothi 
elſe throughout his Diſcourſes , bur ba 
propoſe what he ſays, without proving it 
nevertheleſs, it is not difficult to fetch Syll 
giſms from his Explications ,. by means « 
which he believed chat other Opinions toud 
ing the ſame SubjeR Marcers,might manifeſ} 
be deſtroyed, and that thole who ſhould &« 
fend them, would have much adoe to anfwei 
thoſe who defend kis Principles. 
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The liberty he took to Publiſh theſe Trea- 
jj in his Freach Tongue rather than in that 
oo Mof the Learned, and to conceal his Name in 
ic, put him co no crouble, notwithſtanding he 
lthad all the reaſon in the world to fear it from' 
alWhe Criticks ; bur it did not fare fo well with 
the diſtribution of che Copies he cauſed to be 
aWmade- It was more pernicious to him not to Whence 
Five Monfteur Robernval one of them, whom | =g 
- did nor know, tho he Profeſled Mathema- ammoſiry 
icks in Pars; than it would have been'to againſt Des 
Wis advantage to have preſented a great num- C#!s. 
er of them co rhe Court of France and Rome: 
onl. Robervail held himſelt wrong'd by this 
miſkon ;, and altho' it was occaſioned by Fa- 
her Mer/ennus, rather than Monſieur Des Car- 
&, yet did he from thenceforward prepare to 
Mticile upon Des Carres his Geometry ; ſuch 
the riſe of chat inveterate, immortal Ani- 
notity he conceived againſt him. The Pre- 
ence of it he had nor fo much as the diſcre- 
to:diffemble to ſome Friends whom he 
dew otherwiſe to be Monfienr Des @artes s, as 
ſell as his own. | 
Totake breath aliucle after the Incumbrance 
Publication of his Effays had occaſioned 
am, he was deſirous to take a turn to the 
itWicge of Breda ; a City not altogether indiffe- 
lent ro him, by reaſon of his quartering there 
wo Years together when he bore Arms. 
ater the taking of this City by the Prince of 
Inorg, he took a Journey into Flanders, and 
ent to ſee Mounſieur de 12 Baſſe's Court, Go- 
vernor or Commander - the City of Dow 
or 
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fot the- King of Spain ; This Gentleman, why 
was one of his beſt Friends 3 omitted nothing 
whereby to regale him nobly : he-procure 
him for Eight days together, amonglt other 
things, the Converſation of Dr, Sytvire. . Sy 
vis was one of the ableſt Divines of his Age, 
and after Eſtins his Death, the principal Ornz 
ment of the Univerſity of Vouay. - He ſeem 
very much fatished wich Monſteur Des Cartes; 
but he had not cauſe to be ſo with a Politick 
Gentleman, tlfat che Yhiloſopher had brought 
along with him, who oftentimes pur the 
ro a Nonplus in the Conferences. which were 
held after Meals at M. Baſſecourt's. 

He goes to Monheur Des Cartes at his return went q 

Iwe at E2- ſojourn in Egmora, the prettieſt Village of 

_ North-Holland, where the exerciſe of the Rs 


man Religion was undiſturb'd and Publick 

Scarce was he fertted there, but he perceived 

the fruic the reading of his Book prodyced. 

One of the fir(} that appear'd to render hia 

1c anſv'!S an account of it was Dr, Fromondus, Repu 


Frorondss, 


by, it Profeſſor of the Holy Scriptures in the Univerſe 
and, fity of Louvain, he propounded to him diverM( 
m—_ Objections againtt ſeveral Paſſages of his Me- 
chod, Dioprricks, and more eſpecially of his 
Meteors , of which himſelf had publithed? 
Treatiſe in 1631. that had been highly eſteem 
ed z Monlieur Des Cartes an{wered him , and 
they were very well {atisfied one with anotier 
for to continue their Friendſhip the remainder 
ot tiicir days. 
He an{wered alſo about the ſame time, tie 
Objections of an Holland Phyhician who | 
'7e- 
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Preferment at Louvain named Plempius, white 
was one of his Acquainteance ſome Years be- 
fore. Theſe Objections related chiefly to what 
he had writ *concerning the Motion of the 
Heart. They contained; according to his Opi- 
nion, whatſoever one was able- reaſonably to 
obje againſt him upon this Subjet. Plempins, 
who declared that he had not made theſe ob- 
jetions, but with a defign to be better in- 
form'd, and for the better diſcovering of 
truth ; let Monfieur Des Carres at that time 
know, that he was very well pleaſed that he 
had anſwered him. ; 

The Anſwer he gave Monſieur Ciermans, 
Profeſlor-of Mathematicks inthe Colledge of 
Jeſuits at Louvain, had no worſe ſucceſs. He 
found this Father's ObjeRions very judicious 
and ſolid; the main hinge they turn'd upon 
was Geometry and Meteors, and eſpecially in 
teference ro the Rain-bow., The Father on 
his part ſeem'd ſo well fatisfy'd with the An- 
wer Monſieur Þes Cartes gave, that he freely 
gave his conſent that they might Prime his 
Wbjetions with the Anſwer. He could not 
torbear declaring, that what he chiefly liked 
In Monhenr Des C artes, was ** that boldneſs, that 
' made him twrn aſide out of the beaten Paths and 

Common Roads: and that he was indued with the 
"Confidence toenquire after new Lands, and make 

new Diſcoveries. 

Monfieur Des Cartes, having no other Pal- 
0n in all he wric , but chat of finding out 

ruth, and believing that he was not _— 
one 


|"! *ccompliſhing it atone, fought for, 
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may ſo ſay, Adverſaries, rather than Appro- 
vers; to the end that 'the Obligation to an- 
ſwer them, and (ſift their Obje&tions, might 
render him more and more exact , and might 


| be a means to make him open his Eyes upon 


The good 
Othces of 


M. Maorg A 


that he was not able to know before. In op 
der to this, he hopefully expected the Obje 
ions the Jeſuits of La Fleſcbe, Louvain, Lifk, 
and ſome other places had promiſed him by 
their Letters; bur he was ſomewhat {urprized 
to learn by ſome of rhem, that they wonder Mi 
fully approved of him, that they deſired vothing & 
to what he was pleaſed to explain, but only in tha 
which he would not write; - and that they demas 
ded of bim his Phyſick 4 and Meraphyſick wi 
great Importunty, 

VI. In France the reading of his Book ops 
rated upon the Spirits of Men , according s 
they were well or ill prepared. | Therewert 
but few things in all that he had writ that did 
not appear dubious to ſome, and Novel in re 
ſpe of others; the true knowing Perſons di 
not boggle at all chey found new, which could 
not render the Author odions, but to ſud 
who were fond of their own Prejudices ; yt 
they took an occaſion from what ſeemed > 
bious to make ſome Objections againſt him 

M. Mydorge had been one of the moſt ft 
Perſons in that reſpec, if ſo be he had ot 
been beforehand of the ſame Opinion wit 


him in ſeveral things, from the very firſt rim f 


they ſaw one another in Pars. He might have 
been able ar leaſt ro propound ſome difficut 


ties to him concerning divers Paflages oy 
1x[ 
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Sixth Book of his Dioptricks, where he treats 
of Viſion in a quite different manner from 
that he was wont himſelf, ro explain this 
matter : he was content to mention. {uch a 
bafineſs to Father Merſernus, who gave' Mon- 
feur Des Cartes notice of it in Writing He 
did not rake 11] tome Advices the Philoſopher 
gave him in his Anſwer to this Father. Af- 
ter that, he had no other Objections to ſtart 
to his Friend ; nay, he was {© tar from tatigue- 
og him with many others upon char icore, 
that one may ſay. he plaid the Des Carres 1n 
Paris, in taking upon him to anſwer, for his 
abſent Friend, all che Objections which they 
had not a mind to ſend into Holand. 


emus to make the Priviledge of his Book effe. *** 
&ual againſt the diſoblizing Practices of the 
Yieur d2 Beaugrand, was wanting in nothing 
wherein he could be ſerviceable tor him with . 
Cardinal Richelieu, and to give Credit to his 
new Speculation of Dioptricks, amongſt thoſe 
who were about, his Eminence ; He let him 
mderſtand by Father Merſennus, - that the Car- 
dinal was pleas'd to give ear to the Propofi- 
tions they had made to him, of endeavouring 
to make Spettacles andy Profpectives accor- 
ding to the Rules he had Preſcribed in his 
Dioptricks. | 


— Monſieur Des Cartes thoyght it ſtood him 


won to croſs this Ulndercal:ing, and to that 
effe&, he defired Father AMerſennus to declare 
; H 3 | ro 


He was not alone in ſtudying to render him The good 
friendly Offices in Pars. Mon{1eur Des Argnes, Offices of 
who already was very bufie with Father Mer- * 24 4r- 
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to M. Des Argaes, and others , that had a 
hand in this Buſineſs; that he was extreamh 
obliged to them for the good Opmion they 
had given to the Coutt- of his Dioptrical In 
ventions; but that he aid not believe that th 
Cardinals thoughts ought ro ſtoop fo low as ro 
Perſon of his Rank, It was not out of an un- 
ſeaſonablene(s that he reſiſted the purpoſes of 
theſe Gentlemen ; it was out of timerouf- 
neſs, leſt they might not ſucceſsfully compa 
their End in his Abſence, and leſt they might 
lay the Workmens fault at his door ; for he 
judged his preſence neceſſary to dire the 
hand of Turners, and to give them new In- 
_ according as they proceeded, of 
ailed, 

Monſ. & VILE Amongſt the Virtuoſo's of France,that 
g1,mz5 would fain have tried a tonch with Montiear 
acanſ} 1. Des Cartes, there was none of them found 
Puptrics, More diligent than, nor more capable to 0 
it, than M. de Fermat, a Counſellor of the 
: Parliament of Thoulouſe,one of the Chief Men 
in the Age for fine Endowments of Mind, 
and eſpecially in reſpe& of Mathematicks: 
The Month of November , he ſent to Father 
Merſennus ſome Objefttons againſt M. Des Car 
tes his Dioptricks ;- and this Father received 
zr: Anſiver to them in the Month of Seprember, 
notwithſtanding the diſtance of places, that 

might have aftorced a pretence for delays. 
r10eGaggp At the fame time, Monſieur Petit , then 
as Commiſtoner of the Artillery and the Kings 
"=  fngeneer, who was fince Surveyor of the For- 
Liications, Farted. likewiſe. ſome Objections 
| againlt 
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22ainſt the Treatiſe of Dioptricks , which 

Monſteur Fermat found to come but lictie 

hort of his own. 

Mr. Fermat, before he had received in An- A Paper of 
xer to his Objections, cauſed to be diſpatch- M- Frmet, 
ed ro Monlieur Des Cartes by Father Merſenm, P22 Geo- 

: . - ? metry, 

: Pamphiet of Geometry of his Compoting, - 

De Maximus & Minims, 4. e. of the greateſt and 

leaſt quantities; and that he might conceal his 
Name again from Monſ. Des Caries, he made 

uſe of that of M. de Carcavi., One of Lyons, a 
Friend of his, being then his Collegue in the 
Parliament of Tholouſe. 

This Preſent Monſieur de Fermart ſent to The Oripi- 
Monfeur Des Cartes, was not only a Token of 2a! of che 
his eſteem and grateful acknowled2ment, but C_ 
allo an Advertiſement of what he believed 2nd 
Monſieur Des Carres had omitted unawares, or M.D.Cor':. 
forgotten unſeaſonably in his Geometry. That 
occafion'd a new difficulty to ariſe, in the 
dalhing Monaſ, Fermat BEgUN, which he belie- 
ved to be in a.Capacity to decide in a few days, 

But it was no. {uch eaſe mattero extin- 
lh theſe farſt ſparks; the fire of the Diſpute 
gat ground by .the Zeal of thoſe who were 
Killing to enter yÞon it; at length two mare- 
| Wiz! Points, one relating to Dioptriques, the 
other co Geometry, became the main Subject 
dof their Debate. Here you may take notice 
of the cauſe of that famous Quarre), which 
continued even after Monſieur Des Cartes his 

Death ; this. is that Monſieur de Fermas tiled, 
bis Skirmiſh with Monſieur Des Carres, or {a 
petite guerre contre Monſ, Des Caries, and that 
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which Monſieur ,Des Carres calls, ſor petit pra 
ces de Mathematique contre Mon. de Firmar. 
VIP. Whilſt Monſieur de Fer-mar, (amidf 
MonC. Paſ- his great butineſs in pleading Cautes and Do. 
cal and! Ro» meſtick Aﬀairs) appii'd himfelt rooth and 
ven $54. Dail ro the Anſwer Monſieur Des Cartes made 
|} E,»: to his Objetions abour Dioptriques ; Farher 
Quarrel, Merſemius receives Monſieur Des Cavtes Ing 
Ob(ervacions and Animadverſtons upon his 
Treatiſe de Maximis & Minims ; but inftex 
of ſending them' directly ro Monfieur de Fer. 
mat, in conformity to Monſieur Des C artes his 
intent, he thought it conventent to ihew them 
co a couple of this Magiſtrates particulat 
Friends in Pars ; the one was Monſteur Paſcd 
the Father, heretofore Preiident in the Court 
of Aides in Awvergne; che other was Monſieur 
Roberval, Mathematique Profeſlor in Pars, 
Theſe Gentlemen ſuppoſed themſelves ob- 
liged to eſpouſe the Quarrel of their Friend; 
and. ſeeing him buſie 'upon his reply about 
Dioptriques, they difpens'd with him from 
profecuring the Quartel about Geometry; and 
undertook the anſwering Monſieur Des Carte: 
his Obſervations againſt his Treaty de Maxims 
& Mizims. Monſieur Des Carres reading thei 
Anſwer before he received Monſieur Fermat's Il {ee 
Reply, commended their Zeal z approved 
their cordial diſpofitions, and lookr upon Mon- 
fieur Fermat as an happy man, for having been 
prevented by ſuch great Afhſtance at ſuch 2 
hard pinch as that was 3 nay, and he had much 
ado to forbear conceiving much eſteem for 
their Abilities ; ſome proofs of which he had 
obſerv'd 
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»bſerv'd in their Writing; yet he found that 
albeit they had performed all the Pant#ilio's of 
Friend{hip in reſpect of Monfteur,yet that they 

ery ſorrily acquitted themſelves of the Com- 
mifhon they had taken to diſcharge him from 
the trouble, and defend him. _. 

This Writing, 1which could be no other Mr-D's Car- 
han the ſtyle of Monheur Roberval, was re- 7G" 
fated by Monſieur Des Carrtes before the end 
of Febrwary ; and Monſieur de Fermat's Reply 
coming out at laſt, touching Dioptriques in 
the (2me month, he made ſeveral Anſwers to 
it, which he dire&ted tro Mon(teur 4Mydorge, 
znother ro Monſieur Hardy, a third to Father 
Merſemmes his chief Friends. 

IX. Perceiving that there was no neceſſity Proceed- 
that conld oblige Monſieur de Fermat to ſend ings of the 
bim his Treatiſe d« Maxim: & Minimss, tO Cx- 950m 
amine, he took this action for a defiance ; the wr n&co- 
manner of ſending the Challenge added to rhe tes and tar. 
Merit of the Perſon who ſenc, prevail'd with 
him.co avoid this occafhon 3 the Paper he (enc 
to Father ' Merſernus againſt bis Treaty de 
Maxims,was next door to accepring of it. The 
City of Thotouſe, and the Village of Egmond, 
were the utmoſt bounds of the Liſt, where ic 
leem'd very difficult for the Parties to try their 
Skill; and they were both roo ſtout,and ſtood 
too much upon their Pantofies to advance one 

, one in favour of the other. Providence 
ordered a place berween, and diſpoſed marrers 
n ſuch a manner, that Paris, where were their *_ 
—— agg friends, and foes, became inſen- 
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was to be decided; Father Merſennus, with. 
out ever dreaming of ſuch a thing, gave occy 
ſion for this diſpoſing of matters, by putting 
into Monſieur Roberval's and Mon(teur Paſcal; 
hands at Pars, the Paper of our Philoſopher 
which he ſhould have ſent dire&ly to Moy: 
ſieur de Fermart at Tholouſe, Monſieur Dy 
Cartes 6n his part thinking he was bound iq 
anſwer theſe two Gentlemen, ſeem'd to give 
way that his buſineſs ſhould come to Trial a 

Pars, | \ 
Monſ. 3y- But now fince theſe two Gentlemen ha 
—_—_— thought. fic to appear in his Cauſe as Adve- 
"© M.. 1,; Cates, he delired they would be plealed ngt 
Carte; ſide, tO be his Judges, or that they would” except 
Mr. P-ſ:2l againſt thoſe that were appointed, with other 
| ncpr yang of Monſieur de Fermat's friends 5 the othe 
Mr. x-. Mathematicians that might bave been erigaget 
mat's. to have (it Judges inthe Cauſe, without doubt 
vere not a few ; but ſome of them were n& 
capable of underſtanding Monſieur Des Carts 
his Geometry, and others were not well 
enough known by him, except two worthy 
Geometricians, to whoſe Judgment he might 
{afely have referr'd himſelf; they were Man: 
{ieur 41ydorge, and Monſieur Hardy, who palt 
generally for his two intimate friends. T his cot 
{1deration render'd them. no lels liable . robe: 
excepted againſt by Monſieur Fermat, that 
Montieur Paſcal and Monlieur Roberyal were 
bY Monheur Des Cartes, by reaſon of their 
great acquaintance with Monſieur Fermat: 
Therefore it was his beſt way to reloive t0 
chuſe them not ſo much his Judges, as Adv& 
Cates; 
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ates; or to ſpeak in the Language of the 
artel or Challenge preſented by Monſieur. 
ermat, Monſieur Mydorge, and Montfieur 
Hardy were retained by Monlieur Pes Cartes 
or his Seconds, to oppoſe Monſteur Paſcal 
and Monſieur Roberval, who had offterr'd to 
cond Monfteur Fermat in the Combat. Fa- 
her Merſennus was defired to ſtand Neuter, 
and be content with the ofhce of a bare.Specta- 
\Meor, on purpoſe that he might not be (ulpe&ted 
My either Party, to hold with the Hare, and 
m with the Hound. | 
Monſieur Des Cartes immediately produced 
he Writings, ſent them with the Inſtructions 


pt Mrecedl: in order to the hearing of his Proces 


x Cauſe of Mathematiques to Monkeur 21y- 
ge and Monſieur Hardy, and recommended 
them withal to forget or ſuſpend the Senti- 


ouot {iments of friend(hip, ro adhere to the Rules of 


Waftice and Truch. If Monfieur de Fermar had 
aken three Advocates on his (ide, Monſieur 
des Cartes would have been ſure to have taken 

onfieur Des Argues for his third, being no 
ray inferiour in Learning, nor leſs affectio- 
ate for him than Monſieur Mydvrge 'and 
Monſieur Hardy. He intreated Farther Mer- 
emu tO COMMUnNicate all things to him how- 
ver, and to let him have the peruſing of all 
the Writings if he ſhould dehire it. 

Amongft other Pieces,- he - dire&tly to 
Monſieur Mydorge, Monſiear Paſcal and Mon- 


at; Wlieur Roberval's V Vritings. Monſieur Myaorge 


ws'd it immediately ro be conveyed to Mon- 
liur Roberval, by Father Afrrſeunus. Monſieur 
; Roberval, 
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Roberval,. without letting the heat whereint! 
this Anſwer had put him, forthwith drewwlh 
a Reply under the name des dexx amys.de M, 
Fermat, of Monſieur de Fermat's two friend; 
that is to ſay, of Monſieur Paſcal and his owt 
but in that he impoſed upon Monftenr Paſcal 
who had paſs'd his word to carry on the Di 
pute of Monſieur de Fermat in his name agai 
Monheur Des Carres. Monſieur Paical 
not at Pars at that time; he withdrew outd 
the City upon the occaſton of ſome Troubk 
that aroſe upon the account of one of ll 
friends; and Monfteur Koberval was a tru( 
Steward in the mean time to ftgnife his al 
ſence, by ſubſcribing their common Rex 
alone. Monſieur Paſcal ſcarce took any more 
cognilance of this Diſpute, becauſe at his 
turn he was preterr'd to be Intendant of Juſtice 
in Roxen.. The clowniſhne(s and moroleneh 
that Monſieur Des Carres obſerved in the {ty 
the Reply was-writ in, made him imagme 
Monſieur Paſcal was abſent indeed; or that It 
had no hand in Compoſing this V Vriting; 
wherefore being ſoon diſheartened by the w 
politeneſs of Monſieur Roberval, and his prect 
pitation, he ſent word: to Father Mer/eanm, 
chat he did not reſolve to anſwer him, becault 
he ſtood upon his points, and was out of bumour, lt 
ſtead of imitating that gentle fincerity and 
moderation wherewith -Monfieur -P aſcal and 
Monfieur de Fermar treated him 3 he in 
him notwithſtanding to aſſure Monſieur & 
berval, that he was his moſt humble Servant, ad 
that he was no more offended at what was in is 
| Writing, 
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reindW/riting, than men are commonly in playing, at the 
rew wihnoer of thoſe that loſe. Monſieur Roberval in 
pite of the fingularicy of humour he affect- 
M$, would, without all queſtion, have been ſa- 
med with ſo much civility: But Father Mer- 
aw, who 'had a peculiar Talent of (erting 
2rned men by the Ears, and to prolong 
Diſputes, fearing to ſee them make an end of 
his ſo ſoon, could never be at reſt cill Mon- 
Wieur Des Cartes ſhould promiſe him to make 
rejoynder to this {ſecond Paper ; he ſends ir 
beim in 4pril, but he rook ſpecial care to let 
othing flip that might move Monſieur Xo- 

al's ſpleen. 

X. In the mean time Monfieur de Fermat Nr. Fermat 
ſrc weary with diſputing; and feaping left **ke _ 
Monſieur Roberval's Zeal might not cauſe him —22——rOn 

ceffto prolong it, he did not only leave that which 75, and 
WMonſear Des Cartes writ againſt bis laſt Re- becomes 
ly rouchingDtoptriques; without a rejoynder, _——_— 
ut alſo writ to Father derſennu to beſeech rag Paſcet 
him to comply with Monſieur Des Carzes, and 
withal to procure him his acquaintance. 'On 
the other hand, Monſieur 44ydorge and Mon- 
leur Hardy could not abide to ſee a perſon of 
that worth and quality Monſteur Fermar was 
of, ſhould to fuch lictle purpoſe be at odds 
wich Monſieur Des Cartes ; ſet all their Wits 
+work to find-a way to reconcile them, and to 
change their Diſpute into a perfe& amity 
and correſpondence z the benefit whereot they 
might reap in a mutual Communication of 
their Humours. They mentioned it to Father . 


Merſemw, who being ſolicited on the other 
mw Q bELNg 1011 ner 
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hand by the Overtures 8& Conceſſions of Myy 
fieur de Fermat, was prevail'd upon to write 
Monſieur Des Cartes about it, notwithſtandin 
the great defire he might have to ſee thay 


continue. WS 
Monſieur Des Cartes received the MODA! 


of it with no ſmall joy 3 and havmg thanke$ 
Monfteur Myaorge and Monſieur Hariy fo 
the good (acceſs of their friendly Offices, | 
charged Father Merſennw to (ignifie ro Me 
fieur de Fermat, his eſteem for him, and his 
cordial affetion rowards him. Monfteur 8 
Fermat receiving from Farther Merſennu' 
the aſſurances he could poſhbly defire: on t 

| partof Monſieur Des Cartes, gave himſelf the 

{atisfaQtion at laſt to write to him Rraightw: 
to offer him his friendſhip and ſervices. The 
Acquiſition of ſuch a friend as that, tnight bei 

- numbered amongſt Monſieur Des Carres 'hi 
beſt Fortunes : He perfeRly underſtood the 
valne of ſo important a friend(hip ; he appear 
ſo ſenſible of ir, rhat there were go expreſſion 
paſſionate enough co thank him for it. 

' To the end he might not be fatisfied with 
this Reconciliation by halves, he was willing 
ro extend it likewiſe to the other two 
friends of Monfieur Fermat, who had under- 
raken che defence of his Geometrical Piece 
de Maximis & Minimis ; he earneſtly entreared* 
Father Me: ſernws to fignifie 40 them that he 
defired nothing ſo much as the friendſhip of 
honeſt perfons 5 and upon this. con{iderarion 

« he put an high value upon theirs. Monſteur 


Paſcal made anſ{werable returns, like an hv- 
ys X . nourable 


Cats) 


MyShourable perſon ; but Monſieur Roberval quick- 
ite diſcovered that he bore no Breat g -will 
0 Monſieur Des Caves, but only from the 
ecth forward z- but it was not ſo with Mon- 
eur Fermat. But as it is uſual amongſt friends 
«df different hywobrs and deſigns ;* the truth 
88, cir. minds did not always keep pace with 
eMheir bearts. Monſieur Fermar perlwaded, as 
tefore, of-che rightne(s of his merhod (thi is 
>fay, of the Rule be had contrived to find 
It the greateſt and leaſt. quantities in Geome- 
: ry) found much ado to grant the Exceptions 
wMonſ, Des Carres had Brought in,,and to make 
hold water. He maintain'd many Conteſts 
bout it,-not with Monſieur Des Cartes him- 
walliel, who could not allow precious Time and 
W:lents' for .Diſpucation, but with young 
Wwe, who had been Monſieur Des Carres his 
:Womeſtick, with Monſieur de Chauveas, who 
| the ih been his Fellow- Collegian at Ls Fleſche, 
at (WF/onlieur des Argues, and other Mathemati- 
izns,who ſince this buſtle declared themſelves 
arteſians day by day, maugre Monſieur &o- 

rva!'s Jealouſie. - | 

As for Monſieur de Fermat's other Diſpute = Rob. - 

acerning Dioptriques, he did not judge it Cloſilie 

Wvilable ro revive it in Monſieur Des Cartes gidthe ty- 

ors W's life-time 3 but after his death explain'd his finets in 

Wxaning-about ic, after ſuch a, manner, as tho cominctus 

had had a mind to make us doubt whether 774 
Ir no the Philoſopher had ſatisfied him, Now 
cauſe, he ſeem'd from time to time to in- 
te ſome of Monſieur Des Cartes his friends 


d renew this antient Quarre! 3 Monl. Robaulr 
; anſwered 


ths 
LIUUS 


mer 
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anſwered immediately z' after which Monfis 
Clerſelier offer'd himſelf, and puran endro til 
Coatroverſie, 'to the glory of Monſieur 
Cartes, and to Monſieur Fermar's (atisfatioy 
who threw down bis Arms and furrendred.”W 
A Diſpore XI and XII; M. Petrie did not derfiur ſo lou 
with Moaſ, upon yielding , touching ſome difficnlties 4 
Pit. Dioptriques he had propounded to 'Monf 
Des Cartes, he improved rhe advantage he hy 
over Monſieur de Fermat upon” the accountt 
his Experiments, which agreeing to a'ki 
with the Dodtrine of Monſieur Des Cary 
were very inſtrumental to him to get hirſ 
diſabuſed, and to ſeek to procure his frie 
ſhip before it was too late. Yea and he wy | | 
ed ſome few years after, one of the moſt 298 


| 


lons Proſelites ro his Philoſophy ;' when th 
peruſing of his Metaphyſical Medications ba 


celiver'd him of ſome difficulties wherewia 
he labour'd, concerning the Exiſtence of Gol 
an the difference between Soul and Body 'l 
en. ; y 
And with The Controverſie that was a-foot berwE 
Mr. Morinus him and Monſieur Morin, Regina Profeſlert 
Mathematicks in Pars, piit 'him harder to 
than that he maintain'd with Mon. Petit; 
commenced the 22th of February 1638. wil 
the Objetions Monſ. Morinus made 2gaink 
Light. Monf. Des Cartes valued them as mud 
as Obje&ions; which he lookr: upon the me 
ſubſtantial of all thoſe that had Hichert 
rais'd againſt his new Opinions, could deft 
This eſteem of his Obje&ions did fo puff t 
Manſ. Mormu, who mutt needs how ”, 


. 
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Reply £0 his Anſwer, that LI altogether 
maworthy. of it. Mogſieur De: Carres makes a 
Wecond Anſwer, wherewith Monfieur Horinu 
a wpretended co be fully ſatisfied; byt endeavour- 
Wing co pro the hon6yr to write laſt, he 
Wmnakes 2 new Reply,, to which he declares, he 
ſc d no wer. . Monſieur Des Cartes, by 
* Wrkus inſtances the Character of Monſ. orinus 
Js Spirit and what,he would be ar; he qd 
ot ſtick to grant him that (arisfaction he de- 
aired, {ince ir colt higa,ſo, licrle. 
The occalion ig had about that time to re- wich. 4 
tute 2 dangerous ook, cauſed him to com- Ft24g7014. 
ile a diſſercation gf Grof-tiques ;, that is, to 
 rd63,upon the Query, to knozy whether, a body 
\Mncighs more or leſs, being near the Center of 
the-Earch, chan when it 15 at a diſtance from 
vt. The Book that had given occaſion to the 
valuing of ic, had for its Author. Mon(- Bean- 
rand, Secretary to the King, indifferencly 
*Wikill'd-in Mathematicks, but who did not do 
'Mbim(elf Juſtice enough in this point: He was 
Monſ. de Fermar's friegd, enemy co Monl. Des 
Argues : - The con{tderable reſpe& he had for 
this laſt, had prevaild with him co render bur 
,. ill Offices to our Philoſopher occaſioned by 
the Zeal wherewich he perceiv'd Monſ. Des 
Coe; apply himſelf co ſerve him ; nay, and 
could not forbear letting {lip ſome ttrokes 
df bis bitterneſs and ill-will in his Book. Mont. 
s Cartes might perhaps have done very well 
have withſtood the deſire of thoſe who in- 
him to refute it, that he might not 
baye made himſelf roced of reſentment : 


Bur 
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But he was quickly recovered of this w 
eſs, by revoking his permiſſion of Prantin 
this Refutation, and by ſeparating it from hg 
ſmall Piece of Geoftariques, the publication 
of which he did not intend to prohibit. "if 
Ofrhe Row XITE, XIV, XV. It was at the fame ring 
rs, and that there was ſtarred a Queſtion amongſt thilf 
M 4:2. Mathematicians of France, the famous Que 
bad in the ſtion de la Roulette, whereof one could nf 


Queſtion. trace the leaſt footſteps, neither among thei 


Antients, nor in the Books of any of the Mali 
themaricians that lived till chat 'rime;notwitl 
ſtanding nothing is more 'common than tif 
Line, and no leſs frequent in the bufmels'ol 
motion than the right and Circular Lines:'*W 
La roulette, the rowlin , is nothing elſe WW 
che way in the Air, the Nail of a Wheel & 
ſcribes by its ordinary motion, from rhe tim 


the Nail begins tv. riſe from the Earth, dll owl 


continued motion of che Wheel hath brought 
it back again ro the Earth, after having fanillt 
a whole entire round : Yet in this definiriog 
it muſt he ſuppoſed for the convenience of 
Geometrical operations, that the Wheel is 
perfect Circle, that the Nail is a point matk: 
ed in the circumference of the Circle, and that 
the Earth which toucheth this point, beginnit 
_ ending its round, be perfe&tly even: 
plain. * 
Father Merſennws was the firſt that took n& 
tice of it, ard who gzve it the name of Raw 
kette : He lad a mind afrer «ards ro anderſtand 
the nature and properties of rhe fame 3 bas 
not being lo fortunate, in reſolving your fine 
Queſtions 


> 
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"ny ions, as framing them; To" had he not 
th \Aenctracion enobgh to compals this. This pur 
21-0. upon, propounding to others. Monſieur 
 Mioberval was the firſt that demonſtrated "the 
ie ſpace of therRonletre 4: triple of the Wheel that 
ribes it, After that Monſieur Fermat and 
onlieur , Des Carres demonſtrated it; and 
q weir reſpeRive Solutions ate riot; only found 
» toiterent from one another, but alſo from that 
> 180 Monſieur Roberoal.- Father Merſennwibha- 
Ling acquainted Monſieur Des Carres that Mon- 
\ aalhenr Koberzal found his" demonſtration roo 
Monciſe to be good, heh ny received 
. da Elucidations 45 he deffred. Monſieur 'Des 
Woes {ending hirti an ample explication of his 
Wcmotiſtration-of Le fonlerre,” advertiſed. him; 
"tiaWat, chere, was noching to._be aleered_ in this 
1 Wvonſtration, and withal 'thit” the Eltcida- 
Hos that he Soyo thereto, were not {pun 
nil! £0 that length; But only that they mighe 
-.- pe underſtood by thoſe Who did trot'make uſe 
= A Analyſes ; othersbeeding'ho morebut'three 
0" a for Per EE Ir ty ering 
Among divers Queſtions depending upon. 
{Wat of the Kowlerre, there were a"great maily 
angs whereof Monſieur Robeval profeſthim- 
tin 2 manner ignorant. Now for his In- 
Wraction Either Merſennns maſt hye to Mon- 
no Wl Des Cartes bis ordinary Refuge, and re- 
Wtived all rhe Solutions be and Monſieur Ro- 
rval could wiſh or defire.' With the help 
it this, the Jatref made two. fore Solutions; 
Wie of which was, The dimenſion of the ſolid of 
te Roulette round _ the baſi; : The _ 
2 c 


ti 7 
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The finding ont of the Tangents of thu Line : In 
for all theſe kindnefles of Monſieur Des Car 
he ' was -not- ſo obliging or gractul as 0 
might have expected. His difhmalarion, ad 
the indire& proceedings of his behauiour, did: 
diſguſt Monfienr Des Cartes, chat he would 
longer concern himſelf in what paſt' fine 
touching the: Roxlerre. Ar the.end of Seprii 
ber he did all he could to get himſelf - diſc 
gaged for'good and all; and without ev 
pretending to the- glory of this Tnventic 
which wich all by ea he relinquithr to Mao 
{fieur Roberval, the might apply hirnfeiſel 
ſomewhat elſe ; he writ to Father 7Merſemi 
co the end he might ac naint all the Mathi 
maticians, that had hand inthe buſinebs, th 
he would defift. 
He leaves -' XVL The reaſon he alledgeth for r der 
Geometry, to be diſpens'd with, for labouring | 
| abont the Rolerre' was, that he had bidam 
.t0, Geometry in earneſt. ' Theſe Mathe 
zicians of Pare, that were of the number 
his friends, - were -not pleaſed at theſe new 
And Monſieur Des Argees, above all; cot 
forbear. to teſtifie his diſſatisfaction! 
the Gre. Monſieur Des Cartes took it kind) 
at his hands, 'and chat he might deliver bu 
from his trouble, he gave him ro unde 
by Father. 2erſennus, that his leaving off 
.only-in reſpe of abſtrated Geometry : 
chat be would perfiſt' in improving anotix 
ſort of Geometry, converſant abour -? 
men's of Nature, as he had done in tath 
_ writ of Meteors, &c. 


jt 
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He ſtudied to ſhew more preciſe marks of tis reſpe&t 
ſeem for this friend; for underſtanding chat for M 4: 
he paſſages of his Printed Geometry, where- £5 
Mahe had affeted to be obſcure, did a little 
Wuzzle him ; he was pleaſed himſelf to give 
xplanation of / chem in a Book, that he wrir 
Wxoreſly co that intent, to let him know how 
veſar-his Zeal for to ſerve him had tran{ported 
q fp oh | Rag 
t er Belides theſe explanations upon ſome hard 1n lorro- 
ioofWaliages propounded by Monſieur des Argaes, deciion to 
tle gave his conſenc that an Holland Gentleman, Þ'* ©<0me- 
ralne of his friends, (hould draw up a regular ©” 
ſemgWacrodudtion followed by his Geometry, on 
Wurpoſe to facilitate che underſtanding of it to 
forts of Readers. It was fo excellent and 
qnciſe, that moſt believed he was the Au- 
"ar Of ir. Thoſe that complain'd of the 
neevity of chis Writing, were deſired to con- 
diver it was an Introduction, and not a Com- 
eat ; "yet one might afford the Title of 
raKomment to .the excellent Nores Monſieur 
Beaune, Councellor in the Prefidial of Blow, Monſ. de 
Rde this year upon Monſieur Des Cartes his 54's 
Geometry. There was nothing init but what Y*®: 
mas exactly conformable to the Auchor's No- 
on, and according to bis Intention. The joy 
Monſieur Des Cartes conceived at it, increasd 
mae more when he perceiv'd the profound pe- 
» | Retration wherewicth Monſ. de Beaure was able 
nothaſi@ tell the meaning of things that he had only 
phewiialerred in his Geometry 1in a very obſcure 


Jt | | 
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Exercits Moreover,.. one may reckon in the numbe 
ug ey og of the chief Occupation of Monf. Les Ca 
M. d» s;. this year, the Exerciſe which the two m 
Croix, and Eminent Arichmeticians M. de Sr; Croix, 
M. Frenicle. M, Frenicle put him upon, touching fever 
Queſtions of Numbers But the Anſver 
gave to thoſe M. de Sr. Croix put, in 7wne, di 
ſo much fatigue him, that tie conjured 
ther Mer/ennus to ſend him normore- of that 
nature, be they what they would: He ende; 
voured allo to rjd- himſelf of the Problem 
and barren Objections of others, under- the 
moſt plauſible pretences he could  poſhhh 
: 1DAagI1INE, JA 
He gives Thus wearied out by bearing the burther 
Ger” fom Title of an Oracle, he diſpens'd toanfwe 
2 
Problezrzs, More before the latter end of the year 163k 
and was content to draw up a Trinity of the 
beſt Objections that had hitherto been put © 
him, and of the moſt curious Problems tha 
had been propcunded, for to have them Print 
ed, together with his Anſwers, when it ſhould 
pleaſe him, whote Prerogative it is to dulpole 
of all things. | *i'y 


Te 
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BOOK 1V. 
From 1638 till 1647". 


Regius be- 
Came one 


of M.D.C. T1. V7 Hilſt they fatigued Monſ, Des Carte: i 
Diſciples & France with Objections and Problems 


w _ they did nothing almoſt n a 
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ink of diſcarding the old Plulofophy, 
nd follow his. The Univerficy of Uerechr, 
which one would, had 'been Carreſian from its 
Cradle: After they. had made Rerners come 
nM from Deventer to anticipate Its erection; it was 
inſenfibly fill'd with the Difciples of our Phi- 
iMloſopher under the Diſcipline of this able Pro- 


feſlor. 
. Hethat ſtickled moſt was a young Phyſ1cian 
named Henry de Roy." alias'- Kegius: to whom 
Reveri communicated this excellent Method 
Whe received from Monſieur Des Carres, where- 
by to- guide and conduct his Reaſon in the re- 
ſearch of all ſorts of Truth. Kegins would not 
limit his knowledge by Keners, but went up as 
Mhgh as Des Cartes.for whom he now conceiv'd 
n high eſteem. Theſe were bur che fruits 
of having converſation with Monl. Des Carre. 
This Book at length came to appear. Regs 
ſhewed himſelf the forwardeſt to read it; and 
the eſteem he had conceived for Montieur 
Des Cortes, ſoon turned to a true paſſion. 
* He farisfied of getting 'the Principles of 
bis new Philoſophy deeply imprinted on his 
mind, the Eſſays of which he found to jump 
with what Reners had taught him before, and 
adopting them in lieu of thoſe had been al- 
ready taught him in the Schools; He betook 
himſelf to digeſt-and model them for the uſe 
of others. He had a Colledge where he a-tu- 
ally read Philoſophy and Phyſick to fome 
pmivate Studencs in the City ; And that he 
might not be diverted from the Study of M, 
Des Cartes his 0 he thought fitting 
4 to 


; © #$0. } 
, to ſet it down in Sheets, and fo diftribure j 
amongſt his Scholars ander -the name of Phy. 
{10lozy; according 2s he comprehended it. 
The fimpleneſs of the Hypotheſ(1s, the prety 
concatenation of Principles and Reaſoning, 
the neatneſs, clearne(s, and eafine(s wherewith 
he made them deduce the Truth from then 
did tranſport them to that degree, that with 
out remaining within the bounds of ordinay 
acknowledgment ro a Maſter, they perceived 
themſelves ſo extremely obliged, that they 
fram'd a kind of a Leagne amongſt tliemſclve 
to lay their heads together to procure his ad 
vancement, and uſe their utmoſt ro get hin 
{ome place, eicher inthe Univerſity, or 1n the 
Councel of the City : & little while afte 
there was 4 great talk of feitling a new Pro- 
fefforſhip of Phylick for Forarny & Theory. Rt 
gins his Scholars,moſt of them Youths of gocd 
Families, thought then that the occafhon they 
tought for. was at hand, and they ſpared ne- 
ther their Relations qor Friends to obtain the 


 ÞPluralſty of Vores in the Senate in favour of 


him. Regires had powerful Competitors, but 
the approbation his Phyſtology gain'd, accom 
panied with the difference that men obſerved 
- in the manner of arguing, that diſtinguiſhed 
his Diſciples from thoſe of the' Publick and 
Vulgdtr Scholars, extorted belief that -he gal 
have a particular Philoſophy, and that he mult 


needs be an excellent Maſter in the Art 0r 
Method of Infcructing. This was the buſinels 
that prevailed with the Magiſtrates to- prefer 
him before others worthy to fill the Chair 
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{nd ſo they cauſed all the Profeſſors of. the 
MUniverlity, whoſe minds Rener; had difpoled, 
;  Þrillingly co receive him fggrheir Collegue: 
«an Regime believed himſelf parcicularly obliged 
to Monſieur Des Cartcs, for tlic lucceſs of this 
wine(s.whoſe Philoſophy had procuc'd in him 
thar deſert, that had made him carry it before 
his Fellow-Candidates. He aſſumed the li- 
berty by his firſt Letcer bearing dare the 18th 
of Anguft, to give him many thanks for that 
important Service he had rencer d him, with- 
out knowing of ic- He conjur'd him next not ro 
forſake his own bandy-work.. and not to refuſe 
him the Affiſtances neceſlary to keep up this 
new acquired Reputation ; he promiſed on his 
part to do what{oever was within the ſphere 
of his Activity, that ke might deſerve the 
quality of his Diſciple, which he preferr'd to 
all che advantages of his Life ; and that he 
chiy Ml would cread in Rereri's (teps as clofe as he 
_ne-M-polſibly could, | 
1 chefſe-'- To pur himſelf forth with Tmpoſſeſſhon of 
ur of M\the Priviledges and Rights annexed to this 
Quality, he fends him bs Efays of Phy/ick, that 
he might examine and correct them with all 
the feverity of a Maſters and he demanded 
of him al the Objections that had been lacely 
mace againſt the Circulation of Blood, together 
with bis Anſwers. 

IL ' Monſieur Des Cartes, who had been. in- He begins 
form'd of what had paſt at Utrecht by Reneri, ho Hats 
who came to Egmoidto viſit him in the month ;,,n nic 
! of Auguſt, granted Regins his Friendſhip, with Dzs Cartes. 
ir all the Benetics ic might produce. He __ 

n ; | tte 


M DesCarlts 


C 3T2 1 


Py 


little violence tro do his will, to give hip 
what he demanded concerning Phylick, | 
cauſe it was actually his Profefhion, and'h 


cauſe he was apprehenſive of what great-ing0% 


portance it was prudently to manage the Z& 
of ſo well-affected a Diſciple. He jult 
an end of his abridged Medicine, Campendin 
Medecine, which he had ferched- partly from 
Books, and partly from his Reaſonings ; axl 
be judged he might lay up this Work in ſtorg 
ro {ſerve bim to obtain ſome delay of Nature, ail 
to retard grey hairs which began to grow wth 
him. | 

Reneri and Regius were not the only- twy 


his Friends Frjends he had in Holand, or that his Phile 


10 Ho:!ard. 


ſophy had for Admirers in and about Urrechs, 
He could reckon beſides of the Proteflors, 4» 
ronius, Emilis, Cyprianus, Regners ; and amonglt 
the Magiſtrates of the (ity, Mr. /ander Hoolchy 
Van Leew, Parmentier, &c. befides the two Vas 
Dams Phyiicians, the two Waeſſinaers Mathe 
maticians, Mademoyſele, -inna MariaScharmant, 
and her Brother John Alphonſo, Officer in the 
Army, Godfrey de Hoeftrech, a Gentleman of 
Liege retired near V:rechr. There is no fewer 
of them at Amſterdam, Leidex, and the Hagie, 


where all Perſons of worth and reputation. 


rook it for an honour to be acquainted 
with him. Yet the Idea we have of the 
Country, ſhould not make us ſuppole that his 
Friend(hip did terminate in Proteſtants. 

the Catholicks whatſoever, of never ſo little 


Note, were his Friends; we may reckon in 


the upper rank of his chief Friends Coty 
ec 
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ole Hoogheland 2 Gentleman of Leiden, as alſo 51" 99 
to Prieſts of Harlem, one of which was Jobs v,,,h 
Albert Bamnius ;, the other, 4uguſtin Aelſtein Prictts. 
Blemart, who had a huge Eſtate by Inheri- 
» 7eiMiance, great Almoner for the Poor, his Cor- 
:Mceſpondent as to Letters & Pacquets that were 
Tee ed.to himsz They were both good Ma- 
Wihemaricizas, Lovers of Peace and the Libe- 
al Sciences, V.ertuous, of a frugal and exem- 
Molary Life amongſt che Proteltants, whoſe 
reſpe& and affeRion they had almoſt generally 
.Mwon. Monſieur Des Cartes (allied ſometimes 
from his retirement at Egmond togo fee them 
wo Ma Harlem, or elſe in a Country Houſe nor far 
from thence. Seeing they were no better 
Driokers nor Gamelters, then the Collation 
they had among(t them, was only a Conſorc 
of Muſick, - whereat Baznixs did ule to Enter- 
tain them. Monſieur Des Cartes, whole Friend- 
lip never proved barren or uſeleſs, render'd 
them about the end of this Year very confi- 
derable Service with the P. of Orange, and 
High and Mighty State, by the Mediation of 
M, Zuitlechem, and other Lords, his Friends, 
who were in repute. 
III. It did not pleaſe God to let Monſftear The Death 
Des Cartes long enjoy the double pleaſure to - Reno 
ſee bis Principles publickly caugbe in che Phi- {771 1 
lolophy and Phyſick Schools at Urreche, by 
the two Ableſt Profeſſors in the Univerhiy. * 
arce was Regiz ſettled in his new Profeſſor- 
hip, but they loſt Reners at the middle of 
March 1639. upon his very' Weddiog-Day, 
ierhe had lived 45 Years- i ' 
EY” 1S 


; 
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His Funeral Rites were perform'd with a... 
greac deal of Splendor and Magnificence«y 
the great Church of chac City , at whick, g 
peard in 2 Body the Senate, or Magiſtrate 
with the Univerſity. The Funeral Oraticali; 
was pronounced the next day in the Name Mi 
the Univerfity by Anronins Emilins, Proteſſy n 
of Rhetorick and Hiſtory. "They a:lmired tl! 
Eloquence of the Dilcourſle ; and the Orate 
(en(ibly moved them by his perticent Refs 
ions : But they preſently ſaw that it tende 
The Pane- ng jeſs to the making a Panegyrick on Ma 
=_ &. fieur Des Cartes then alive, than to be they 
tes, pro- Neral Oration of the deceaſed Reneri. The 
nounced chief praiſe that Emilius gave to the illuſtriosWn 
public:ly  Defun, which they reipected as the Privcay flv 
by gy ſupporc, and faireſt Oraament of this Infants; 
the Secza:e, Univerſity, was, for that he ſhewed Courat 
enough to pack off the Ancients, and ſree hi 
ſelf from their Auchorjty, and that oft 
Moderns too who preceded him, to the end 
he might poſſeſs the Liberty. that God hath 
granted to our Reaſon, to govern and condatt 
it ſelf in the relearch of Truth, which is te 
only Miſtreſs we are obliged-ro Court; Thi 
was an Heroick ref{olution incident only to 
high-born Spirits of the firſt rank. Burt Mov 
fjeur des Cartes muſt needs be the DireRor of 
this Enterprize, who firſt inſpired it into hit 
as he did into ſome others who had cloſey 
adhered to him from the very beginning of 
his Retirement in Holland, Emilius Ext 
with wonderful Eloquence, the great Progrels 
Reneri had made inthe knowledge of "_ 
under 
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U under a Leader of this Quality, He magnified 
ith rhe livelieſt Colours of' Rhetorick, the 
MFbencfic both Ciry and Univerlity had reap'd 
fm the diſpoſition of Rereri, that he was ca- 
qable to reach chere the Principles of crue Phi- 
bfophy, which he pretended did remain un- 
nown to Mankind till Des Carres his time. 
"The Auditory ſeem'd perſwaded of it; and 
ie Magiſtrates afrer they had honoured this 
we diſcourſe with their Approbation, gave 
order it ſhould be printed, and publickly di- 
{inbuted "under their Authority, as well to 
honour the Memory of their Profeſſor, as to 
manſtrate convincing Proofs of their ac- 
NRCEment for the ſignal Service Mon- 
fieur Des Carrts had rendered in forming (uch 
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( Order that the Magiſtrates ſent him, 
37 m e an Encomium upon him,, and upon the 
'mw Philoſophy in his Funeral Oration for.Mon- 
eur Reners. | 
© After he had ſpoke it, he ſent him a written 
Copy of it with a Letter full fraughe with Re- 
ſpect and Eſteem, upon pretence that this dil 
conrle perſonally re i awry, and the Ma- 
gitracy having ordered the Publication of the 
Eme, 'it was But conyenient that he ſhould (eg 
'what ought to be corrected therein, before ic 
went to the Preſs. | Monſieur DesCaites Was 
-put. to the bluſh upon reaping ſo many and 
great Eloginms 3 but ſince he had nothung to 
do to contradict the Judgment and Conduct 
d Mr 
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of the Chief Magiſtrate, he durſt not med 
with it. 
Some time after, he gave out that he hy 
not ſuffer'd theſe Eloginms, but becauſe it wx 
not in his power to ſuppreſs them. For Em.W. 
lus ſending him a Copy of Verſes with to, 
much Confidence that he had compoſed upag 
the ſame Subje&, to defire to know how hs 
liked them; and demanding them again of him, 
becauſe he had not kept a Copy of them, 46. 
ſiring to Print chem -: Monſieur Des Carr; 
ſought for 'an Excuſe for not ſending them 
back z and he took his revenge as well as he, 
could by this Suppreſſion for offending his, 
Ba(hfulneſs and Modeſty in Monſieur Reneris, 
Funeral Oration. | 
The loſs which Regizs in particular had ſw, 
ſain'd of an excellent Director of his Studig, 
in the Death of Reneri, made him have freſh. 
recourſe to Monſieur Des Cartes. He conjured 
him that he would pleaſe to afford him tht, 
place with him, that the deceaſed poſſeſſed;, 
adding moreover, That if ſo be he would grant 
his requeſt in this particular , he ſhou/d eſteem 
himſelf at happy as if he were wrap d up to the ib 
Third Heavens, 


' 
o 


Regins be- "Tis moſt certain, chat next to Reneri, no 
comes his body at that time could boaſt witch better 
firſt Diici- right than Regius to deſerve the Quality of 
fe the firſt Diſaple of Monieur Der Cerren he wi. 


endowed, as to his Qualifications of Mind, 
with Talents fit t6 maintain his rank with the. 
Dignity and Abilities neceſlary for it; his 
Profeſſion of Medicine joyn'd with "ny 
afforde 
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Frded bim a good opportunity for it, and 


EM. 2dvantage thar heither of the other Philo- 


ophers of Holland and France had,whordid nor 


Wd and teach publickly, and were Philoſo- 


Wiers for none but for themſelves; yet it 


"Wight have been wiſh'd for his own particu- 
VB reputation, that Reneri when he inſtruRted 
Win in che Method and Principles of this Phi- 


lopher , had 'known how withall to have 


im, Wvired him with his Modeſty and Pru- 
4 ence. 


Aﬀter Renev!'s death, they augmented his 
allery by ſo'much more than it- was, and 


 * Wnnexed his Profefforſhip, to a new Employ- 


Ment, which conſiſted in explaining Problems 


1Phyſicks at fuch time when he was not buſie 
hout Boranny , that is to ſay, in explaining 


& W& Nature of Plants and Simples. He com- 


jt Gted to Monſieur Des Cartes the Joy he 


conceived at this new Commiſhon, becauſe 


"It preſented him with new opportunities of 


hing and ngderſtanding his Philoſophy 3 be 
& inder-hand 'cuaningly ſaed for this Em- 


t. loyment, which paſs'd for a piece of Super- 


mogation in the Univerſity 3 and M.Yoerins 
2d been yery ſerviceable and inſtrumental 
» him in proſecuting this defign, he was 


Wrofeffor in Divinity, and at thar time a great 


- 
. 


romorer of his Intereſts. But that which he 


Wd 2n Eye moſt upon as a confiderable ad- 


yo make-his partsappeat, and to make 
vl for Currant the new Opinions of Phyſicks 


nd Medicine, which the ancient Peripaticians 
nd Galeni/t would not ſuffer with their good 
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| will, that they ſhould be caught in the Schoe 


Whit Yae- 
Hi4s WAS, 


ts Dei;gn, 


where they were Lords Paramouat, beean 
afterwards a prerence to the very tame Yo 
of fomenting a troubleſome Diſſenction z 4 
lictle Conduct he was Maſter of, was the 
of much perplexity and incumbrance that 
heavy upon Monſieur Des Cartes, and occal 
at length of a tedious Proceſs he was oblj 
to carry on very prejudicial to him, gnd 
ways comporting with his Solitude and T 
Guillicy of his Life. - 14 
IV. No body at that time was more pr 
moted nor look'd upon than Foerins in the 
verlity of Urrecht ; he was Profeſſor Priman 
in Divinity , beſides Chief Miniſter or Paſk 
in the City z He aſſumed, wherever he we 
ſuch a triumphant hufhng Air, chat he broag 
with him from the Synod of Dordreche orf 
where he chanced to be of ' the Victon 
Party; that is to ſay, of thoſe , who ba 
aſhiſted with the Sword and Authority « 
P. Maurice, had accompliſhed their aim in 
demning the Party of the Remonſtrants, 
he had acquired in the City a ſort of Authon 
over Men's Spirits, by I cannot tel] what 
putation of Gravity and Sufhciency ; Hei 
a Spirit naturally prone to contention 4 
wrangling, and fſpoil'd by reading the Pc 
micksof the Controvertiſts of his Party, 
of Books of Irreligion,and Boufonnery,wi 
in he had ſpent a great deal of time. *Hew 
of 2 very Whimſical maggotith Humour,» 
of an ordinary mean Judgment and Superic 
Learning. | * 
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vl The good Qualities that he might challenge 
Wor his own, were {upported with a ſpice of 
eiu.ove for himſelf. accompanied wich an in- 
-thirard ſcorn of all thoſe he was not Maſter of: 
much, that being ' accuitomed by a long 
tbit not t6-eſteem whar he did 'not under- 
and, and not underſtanding in Philoſophy 
jatſoever was not comprehended within the 
mits of trivial Scholaſticiſm, one might have 
rdoned him the litrle' reliſh and averſion 
jat he had had at firit (1ght for Monſieur Des 
ries his Works, if he had not beenallarm'd 
it, as a pernicious Novelty, which it beho» 

xd him- ro EXrerminare. - 
21 The reverence that was due' to. Renerr, had . 
for his Mouth ti]! his Death ; bur going pre- 
flels'd to his Faneral Oration , rhe unex- 
Red Ercomiums he there heard of Monfeur 
s Cartes, fill'd him with fo much jealouſy, 
ar he came'from ic with a reſolution ro ſer 
y @@vork all char ever his {nduſtry could ſupply 
coin with, to deſtroy chis Novelty. Never- 
aele(s, the Approbation wherewich the Ma- 
rafiltracy back'd theſe Encomiums, obliged him 
t iſo {lacken his Career. that he might not an- 
 baeeaionably come to Dageers-drawing with his 
uperiours 3 wherefore ſetting aſide what was 
o8Fichin the Verge of thiloſophy, againſt which - 
'was not fafe nor becoming "to 1thew his 


teth, he reduc'd his jncent only co heap toge- 

ter whac might any-ways relare to Divinity, 
an the Diſcourſe and Method of 'Monfieur 
1Ca8De: Cartes 3 as the ſubject matrer"of his cen- 
lares, endeavouring ” this means'to: baniſh 


his 
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his Philoſophy out of the Univerſicy, as ts 
ſtructive to the Proteſtanc Religion and Tran Wit 
quillity of the States of the United Pro.ifſÞ) 
vinces. - \ Wee 
He began his Hoſtilities with ſore Theſeſlſo 
he compoſed in Fune, An. 1639, concerningiiſit 
Atheiſm, and for the obſerving (me order iyl8t 
the Productions of his ifl-will , he refrain( 
from nominating at firſt daſh the perſon belle 
had a deſign upon, and contented himſelf only 
to lay the foundation of his Calumny whets 
with he thoughe he muſt load him , that | 
might have his end, to ruin him. ' 
This Calumny, in which he hath ill pw 
. fited fince, conſiſted in making M. Des Canals 
paſs for an Atheiſt : and to the end rhat owl 
ſhould not be deceived .in taking another ff; 
him, he ſcattered up and down in his Theſes 
amongſt the Crizerians of Arheiſm , all wil 
things he knew to be aſcribed ro Mr. D.C 
by the common 4 "m* 
Regizs pre- V, Thelſefirſt fteps of Yoerius open'd Reguilih 
cannons -; 19S Eyes, and he perceived it beboved himwp 
Mr. Practiſe diffimulation if he meant to keep ulif 
eainſt Yo- With him: that put him in mind to ſecure hin? 
tlius. felf in the Phyfick Chair more than hither] 
he had done, and corelerve the principal Be 
fine(s of New. Philoſophy for the Problems ef 
read upon certain days in the Week by t® 
by, our of the hours appointed for public 
Lectures z in which he feem'd to rely upt 
the conſent of the Profeflors, not exceprinfiſ® 
Yoetins, who had even been ſerviceable oocoi* 
more in the Petitioning for this New Cow-£4 
myſion, But ll 
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6 But, altho' be left his Auditors to their 
"ra-Miberty of believing , or not believing Pro- 
Pro.fblems3z yet did he not refuſe occaſions to 
\}emonſtrate the ridiculouſneſs or weaknels of 
eſeſapacient Opinions. This Cunning way, con- 
ninrived inſen{ibly co deſtroy the Principles of 
er alfthe vulgar Philoſophy in vogue in the Schools, 
aindroved yer more dangerous to 'it, than his 
n leff@ppen,, and Sincere manner of teaching Des 
onlyCertes his Principles in bis Lectures of Medi- 
rlicine. This is that which put his Colleagues 
t lo their trrumps., who conſerved ſome value 
\Wor that Philoſophy which had been taught 
bem 3 who thought ic was very much for 
arnihem to grant Xegins the Permiſſion to teach 
ole new Opinions together with the old. 
r fol Regins not ſubmutring enough (out of his nis Tndic- 
ſe&@YWricings and Lectures) to cape the meaning cretion. 
wild dritt of Montieur Des Cortes, being of a 
>. Cillimild and moderate Spirit, adminiltred a freſh 
»Moccafion of diſcontent to his Colleagues, by a 
egaiWpiece of weaknels that he ſhew'd in an Ad of 
my{Wbiloſophy on” che 9th of 7«ly, kept under 
p Profeflor Senguerdins, by one Florentins Schayl, 
zim-MWvbo proved a notable Carteſtan afterward, for 
2 chat. The Opponent chat diſputed, had 
 Beeompos'd his Arguments according to the Opi- 
« beions of the New Philoſophy , and he had 
-thefficioſen the Nature and Properties of the Load- 
Whone for the ſubject of them—The Reſpon- 
en, notwithſtanding otherwiſe well verſs'd 
angie bis Dicates, and Papers of his Matter, 
xeficem'd 2 little gravelled : bur the Prof ilor 
ow- Wterpoling to bring him off, up ſtarts Kegios, 
Bat ll + ' K 2 and 
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and without reſpecting either the Aſſembly; 
Profeſſors Duty, interrupts him, very inde 
cently inſults over him , and would fain hay 
adjudged the Viftory to the Opponent, which 
Civility and Cuſtom might have obliged hig 
ro ſuffer the Reſpondent to bear away. Thi 


Action which we have had an account of; * 


from none belides his Enemies, did offend the 
Profeſlors of the Univerſity in general, and 
made them willing to hearken to what Yeiuli 
could hint to them againſt the Innovations. * 

The Exerciſes a few days after put an end 
to this Thefis, and Regius writing to Montiar' 
Des Cartes the 14th of July, when Vacariox 
begins, wouJd be ſure to acquaint him wha 
he had done at the At. He only gave hig 
co underſtand, * That he had finiſhed his Pub 
* lick, Courſe of Medicine for that Year, thit 
* he ſill ſtrictly adhered to his Principles ang 
* Method ; and paſſionately deſir'd he might 
* confer with him about the beſt way of Wy b 


;* king a neiy Courſe the enſuing Year, which 


What In- 
fſiruRions 
M. Des Car- 


tes gives 
him, 


* begun after the Fair in A»g«f, according ( 
* the regulation of the Univerſity. | f 
Altho' his meaſures to go for Egmond w 

broken, by the need that his Wifes bignelsi 
had of his preſence, yet did he not for all that 
fpare Mouſ. Des Cartes his time—He ſcarce 

did any thing elſe 21} along September and Ott 
ber, but anſwer the Conſultations of this Prc 
feſſor.. How tedious and how frequent ſo& 
ver theſe Letters of this Zealous Diſciple wer, 
yet did he not grudge his time to Inftrus 
him 3 becauſe he thought he ſhould _o Bo 
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xy for it.as ill ſpent.. The Importance of 

he Queries and Difficulties he propounde« 

Mo him, hindered him totake care to put him 
- Mn 2 condition of eſtabliſhing his Principles. 
eir main hinge was, of the difficulty of the 
Witore of Angels, upon the nature of man's 
tuls, of its Union with the Body, of the Soul 

"of Beaſts and Plants, of Life,” Motion of the 

he Heart, and upon the Circulation of the 


Monfieur Des Cartes had brought this laſt P:npic his 
Ca Lcſtion into gn %..- amongſt the learn- '! Beha- 
"ed, 2nd he "had wonderfully *eftabliſh'd the 
edit of Harvey upon: this account , having 
- ſeen baſely abuſed and decry'd by the Satyrs 
f divers Phyſicians in the Low- Countries, 
Wie molt part ignorant, or fond]y valuing 
 .cmſelves upon the ancient Maxims of their 
- F4cuity: rife which could be plauſibly brought 
ma Melt this Opinion,” Was objected 18 Months 
1; xWefore ro Monheur Des Cartes, by his Friend 
WF (empics, 2 Phyſician of Louvain. Now altho' 
W's1aft ſeem'd* ro remain fatisfy'd with ' his 
Waolwer, yer did he afterward an Action 
Wvorthy of their Friendſhip ; he thought fic 
or the inhancing the ſplendour of his own 
Wiepuration ro mention in a Book that he was 
Zong to pur out, what bad paſs d berween 
W'oolteur Des Carres and he, rouching the ewo 
Weſtions of the Motion of the Heart, and 
-e 8, he” Circulation of Blood; He, to this 
28a, gave all rhe gloſs thar was neceſſary 
| te * the Objections he had made to him, but 
m_ they came to the Anſwers to them 
K 3 that” 
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that he received, he was fo farfrom behavighprc 
himſelf cowards , Moniteur Des Cartes as affijott 
ag wha deſerved to be reſpected , rhaliMic 

e was not fo faithful to theſe Anſwers wht 
is requiſite even in Adverſaries that confarlfi 
one another, and look upon one another's 
Enemnues. 

Regius was exaſperated at {ach unhandſome 
Carriage, and having confronted his Book 
with the Anſwers Monſiear Des Carces hat 
made to bis Objections, he could no longe 
{mocher the indignation that made kim ſnad 
up his Pen to _fignifie his reſerements' to Dt 
Cartes; He fet-out the ingratitade and « 

eitful dealing of Plempius in fuch lively Cc 
ours, that one cannot expreſs in any 
guage as he tpoke them , without running 
igto the likt er ts of Anger again(t k 


Sc 
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an 
2 dirty, {mooty por of He ſays, That 
for the places. where Monſiear Des-Cerrerd 
covers the moſt hidden Secrets” of Natur 
wherein con(ilted che main ſtreſs of his At 
{wers ; Plempiys hath been ſo malicious: dt 
play the Mute,, or at leaſt to-pals by they 
reſt part of them :; 'and as forkhoſe which 


Jon relate, hs to maims them, that he quite 
poils. the ſenſe of chem. Thar, in, the. plac 
where he treats of the Circulatiog of Bloc 
he is content only barely to relaze ' the dif 
culties, as if no body anſwered them; 
altho' the Anſwers Monſieur De-Cartes mat 
0 them were verp convincing ones-- That 

the place where Moaljeur: Des Carret reli 
ſevexal Cauſes, which'being- joyn'd wacp 

| P 
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Moroduce the. beating of the heart z Plempius 
A atroduces but one of them, which is hear:. If 
he Monſieur Dez Carees, afterhe has alledg'd Ret- 
5 Sos neceflary for the evincing a thing 3 add 
eiSthereto ſoine others les convincing in order 
ra8t02 great Iiluſtration of che Pointz Plempixs is 
ſo treacherous and unfaithful as to infift only 
upon this laſt Reaſon, as tho' ic had been pro- 
Mduced for an Eſſential or Fundamental one ; 
Wand leaving you to ſuppoſe that: this might be 
oi the only-one, that could have been alledged 
<8 by Monſiear:.Des Carres, he labours to make 
him ridiculons;' which he goes about to do in 
+ places he dothnot underſtand. 
© #”lempius hath now forgotten what formerly 
+ he-wric, that he did not believe one could be 
inW-able-to charge Mon(. Des Carres, of having ever 
ered any falſe thing, or but an idle trifle. But 
tal if be: thonght\good to revoke the: Praifes he 
e him, ic was (orry -pittiful retraRion to 
n how out with injuries. Monf. Des Cartes 
{em'd not ag all concern'd at fuch nncouth 
oF behaviour, - and was once of -che mind only to 
oppoſe chem by falence. - Regius did not judge 
Sz he reveng'd his Maſters Cauſe in fach a 
els-manner; that probably made Plempius opervthis 
xe Eyes ; ſeeing he hath altered his Opinion about 
| the Circulation of Blood, to embrace that of 
Monſ. Des Cartes, | 
VI. -In the Month of November, in the The Conigue 
+ fame Year, Father Mer/ernus being return'd of young 
ny" from: ſome Journeys, gave Advice of 2 Pro- Mr. Pa 
digy that lately appear'd in Paris. This Pro- T2962 
digy-was, that a young Lad of Sixteen ny Age. 
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had Compos'd a Treatiſe of Coniques, that wx 
matter of aſtoniſhment to all the old Maths 
maticians that ever were thewn it. Thi 
Youth was Son tro Monheur Paſcal, I 
dant of Juſtice at Rowan : And-men thought - 
it no piece of flattery 'to publith char he 
2een more (ucceſsfui than Apolonins 10 fomefMoi 
Points. Monſ.+ Des Cartes, that admired al-W 
moſt nothing, djflembling his purpoſe,, ar 
iwered, that he did not think it fuch an a& 
mirable thing, that ſome thould be found tha 
could demonſtrate Contgues more eatily than 
Apolomus; but, that one might-propoſe ſome 
_ Other things about Conignes; that a Child of 
Sixteen would haye much ado to reſolve. 
Not having a mind to refer himlſcif to any 
concerning the matter of fact, bur to rhe Te- 
zt1mony of his own Eyes; for Merſennns was 
to ſend him a Copy of the Treatiſe 5 He had: 
not read the halt of it, but he judged that 
Monſieur des -rgues had ſhare in Compoling 
it, upon pretence that he was there quoted: 
Underſtanding after clearing of ſome doudts 
rouching the matter in-hand, that. there was 
n0(likelihood that his friend Monſieur des 
Azxgxes had the leatt hand in it ; he rather be- 
Jieved char Monſieur Paſcal-the Father was 
Author of it, than be per{waded that a Boy 
of Sixteen Years could be capable of Come 
poſing ſuch a ſtrong Piece of Work. This 
great Man's doubt proved much more glo- 
rious to this Prodigy in Nature, than the ad- 
miration of all thoſe who are certain of the 
matter of tact. , *- p72 
His 


A < - i 
His Incredulity was not only grounded up- 
ng the want of Age" and likelihood 3- it had 
mother foundation ſti]!, even the Proje& of 
brave Delign about Conigues, thar Monſieur 
ks Argues had lately got Father Merſennu to 
nd him. Bur-he did not in the leatt ſuſpect 
onfieur Mydorge to have contributed his 
\fittance or Name to young Montieur Paſcal, 
tho” they ſee his four Books of Conigues come 
ur of ghe Preis that ſame year 3 and tho* he 
mas ignorant what this friend had already 
jone upon the fame Subject ſome years be- 
gore. $2 
At the ſame time Monſieur de Beaune, who His Exerci- 
x25 n0-lefs one of his friends than Monſieur "v1 M. 
ydorge, and Monfieur des Ar gues, pur him ena 
ſe-Mipn che Solution of divers Queſtions that he 
wopounded to him about Marhematicks ; and 
hcer a pretence to diſcourſe with him apon 
$0wWn defigns, he endeavoured to pump our 
e4,ominunication of his, in one of the An- 
wers Montieux Des Cartes gave him. This 
ing chanced to eſcape from him, hat his 
Pbyticks were nothing elſe but Mechanicks ; 
nd ie declared ſomerhing to him as his Con- 
ent, that he would not otherwiſe have told, - 
xcaule that the proof of it depended upon hu 
old, Monſieur de Beaunne fuffer'd this Ad- 
ertiſement to perſiſt : He uſed many inſtant 
Intreaties to prevail with him to publuh his 
orld, which the accident that befe! G alilews, 
ad made him to keep cloſe under Lock and 
Key: But not being able to accomplith his 
lire, altho* he was at that very time the _ 
y 
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ly He of all his friends, to whom he was ny 
unlikely to refuſe any thing. 

Monſieur Des Cartes had quitted his. aby 
at Egmond (ome time ago, and was retired 
Haderwick, Regius finding he was ſtill took 
diſtant from him, thought with himſelf 6 
if he did but once peep out of his Solitude 
North-Holland, any other place would be; 
different to him : Wherefore he begg'd 
him that he would pleaſe to come, near 
Utrecht, as well for the ſatisfaction of (eve 
of his friends in the City, as for another g 
convenience he ſhould have of conſulting h 
nearer hand. 

He goes to * He came therefore ſome few Months aft 
ſojourn at to Jodge in a Country-houſe near that City 
Harzrwick, the Neighbourhood of the Caſtle Renoud, hall 
thence oo Awelling-place of Monſjeur de Haeſtrecht 
Lidn. friend: But whether ic was by reaſon 
Winter was vehement in the Country, or u 
he apprehended Yoerius practices, I know nt 
bur away goes he at the beginning of the Ya! 
* after, to live at Leiden, where he had yet 
friends than he had at Utrecht, Belides Ma 
fieur de Hooghland, a Catholick Gentlemi 
and ſome Magiſtrates; he might have we 
reckoned the half of the Profeſſors, the chi 
of which was Golius, Schuchen and Salmati 
Son to a Councellor in the Parliament i 
Bour gyndyy without forgetting Rivet, who ws 
of Poxitow, With another Miniſter of the plate 
mecqucls _ go yn Heide, nM _ 
tt, es IS lalt, who was in high reputation 10 
tance 1" Country, was not ſubject to uſual faults d 
0 
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Wer Proteſtant Miniſters : And altho' Mon- 
eur Des Cartes profelt ro bea friend to-none 
Af them, the extraordinary merit of Mon- 
w He:danns made him preſently except him 
ut of the number: He was not only faci(- 
fed tro be a follower of his Philoſophy, as 
Mothers were, bur he was alſo the Protector 
and Supporter of it; having the name of the 
moſt Eloquent Preacher in the Country, fo 
Whe moſt advantageouſly improved ic, to in(ti}] 
inco his Auditors the value be himſelf put 
won this Philoſophy, from which he dedac'd 
sArgaments,Compariſons and Explanations, 
that made him be cry'd up and admired. 
It did not fare fo with River, who crackt to Rivers 
vl be a Crreſian.without underſtanding theWri- 7 _—_ 
A ngs of Monſieur Des Carres. All his friendſhip n= = 
confiſted in nothing elſe 1n a manner, but in rel. La 
W2 kind of an icching humour he had to ſpeak 
of him continually in his Letters, and in his 
| ny: The leaſt Toys in the World 
W were SubjeRs good enough for him to write 
"Y to Father Merſennus, to Monheur Gafſendas, 
and other Virtuoſo's of France, provided he 
could but bring Monfheur Des Carres in by 
head and ſhoulders. He it was that inform'd 
them concerning the ſo much talk'rc of wager 
adour Mathematicks, berween young Waſſe- 
w and Srampion, where Monheur Des Carres 
was preſent, drawn in by the indifcretion and 
will of the latter; notwithſtanding Waſe- 
wewr's Victory was very gloriousz for our Phi- 
llopher, who went publickly for his Maſter, 
yet hemanaged this buſineſs but as a piece of 


Merriment, 
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Merriment, which was not worthy of - Rivg\ 
diſturbance, nor the curioſiry of the Maths 
maticiaris of France. 

A Book In the mean time there was a Book paſt the 

againſt Mr. Preſs at the Hague, writ againſt Monſieur Dy 

Des Cat. Cortes; it was the firſt of all the Works thy 
had ever been undercaken to ruin his Phils. 
ſophy.- That the Author ſhould come off wel 
in the matter, was a buſineſs of great conſe 
quence, tothe end thar other Adverſariegthy 
were to bring up che Reer, might from then! 
take 2 good Omer, The Author run a riſque 
in appearing firit in the Combat: Yet hat 
he the diſcretion to conceal his Name, that he 
might not expoſe himlelf as a Laughing-ſtock 
in caſe of bad ſucceſs. The Event juſtifhed 
his Prudence: The Book came abroad fora 
New-years-gift in the year 1640. The great 
Name of rhe Man that he attaqued, provok'd 
the curiolity of ſome to {ee it; and ir was n&t 
long before it was in the hands of the inge- 
ntous in France and Ergland; the bufine(s 
prov'd the Glory and Renown of Monſieur 
Des Cartes;, they Giipens'd with the Author 
as to his Name, ozlv they took it very il] to 
ſee that this Anonymous Fellow had not an- 
{wered the Expectarion of thoſe, that requi- 
red ſomething betides idle.Stories againſt a 
Philoſopher, who was brought in queſtion, 
and was to be confuted in good earnelt. Mon, 
Des Cartes (eem'd to bs the ſame Man he was 


for all that, and even ler this Miſt vaniſh of 
it (elf, 


FVoetins 
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Vetins-in the interim caſt abqut in Uerecht, 487 his 
ow he might accompliſh his delign to undo pus, ay 
onſieur Des Carres as to his Reputation, and dealing of 
ohave him declar'd an Enemy to the Re- Yorrius a- 
med Religion and Proteſtant Churches ; 84#t hiw. 
uy and by thoſe too.that honoured him moſt 
-*Wrich their kindneſſes. He had cauſed 4s to 
"We kept a ſecond and third time, wherein he 
zd rubbd up the old Sore, reviving the 
'Wcandal of Arheiſm againſt him, on purpoſe 
7 liftle and lictle to prepare the Spirit of the 
Weople, and to cauſe the Magiſtrates at length 
>change their good diſpohtion towards him. 
Wut now to <ftect this defign, © Regins was 
irk'd out for Ruin; this is what he mainly 
boured after. canvaſſinz his Lectures and 
'EWriciogs to find ſomething that might bear 
{0 Action. 
| He begun at the Examination of the new 
Opinions which Regius vented in his Chair, 
"M*iere be reed Phytiick, and laid to his cliirge 
MWoefore his Colleagues wimrivever was amils, 
nd not conformable ro the. Artient Phy- 
ans and Philoſophers etabliſhed and. al- 
lowed on in the Uuiveryties C5 tHdulana » bis 
dnplaints broke out 4t-,;uil! upon the ac- 
count of an Act or »'ublick - Dilputation the 
Frofkeflors were ro keep the Teuth.day of 
June Concerning the Circulation of Blood, 
Which he taught according co the Hypothetis 
of Harvey and Des «.uries, which till paſt but 
br an Hereſie amnoogit the ignorant and opi- 
Monative : He went ſo far as to make the 
moſt part of the Profeſſors to tevolt from this 
, | Sentiment : 


=... 
Sentiment : Infomuch that the magnificey 
Recor Bernard Scotanus who otherwile ug 
one of Monſieur Des Cartes his Friends, an, 
Regius his particular Friend. could not with, 
ſtand the earneſt Intreaties to hinder high 
from reading in favour of theke Innovations, M; 

The Rector laid the matter before hy 
in {ach a manner, as if he meant only þ 
to exhort him to look about him, rake fog 
courſe to prevent the murmuring of his C 
leagues, and not to diſturb che peace of wlh 
Univerlicy. Kegizs ſet before his Eyes what 
a buſineſs of Conſequence it is,- not to reed 
or betray a Truth upon this pretence only,thalh 
it is Novel ; and not to adopt Errours undalif 

' the Maſque of Venerable Antiquity. Ir cane 
to this reſult, That there was a egationi 
to be called, to deliberate about the Retullh 
he ſeem'd to perſiſt in, to acquielce in the & 
fires, and award of his Brethren the Profeſlowh 
It was there reſolved, that Regis ſhould tal 
up ſome other Sub, leſs difterent from the 
commonly received Opinions in vulgar 
cine ; or if he remained refractory, and would 
ſill retain that of the Circulation of Blood 8 
Harvey's ſenſe, he ſhould do it only by 
by, in the nature of a Corolary, or Additim 
to his Theſeſes, with this uſual Formula, Ex 
cis cauſa defendemus. 

Voetius, 1n the Manifeſto he cauſed to be 
Printed in the Name of the Univerſity, pre 
tends that Kegias in ſtead of acquieicing 0 
this deliberate Verdict, got them Princed 
wichout any other Expedicat for rermedyud 
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matter,than that of having got them looke 

and corrected by Monſieur Des Carres, 
W pur them beyond Exception: Regius re- 
Gaving thele CorreRtions, took occalion to 
hank him for them, and withal to defre 
Sim'thac he would pleafe ro honour theſe 
virions with bis preſence. Monfieur Des 
Mite paſs'd his word he would, upon condi- 
Win it might be in che Auditory or Tribune 
ASS Madam Schurmans, becanfe he had not a 
nnd to be ſeen. But the buſineſs proved in- 
wBtua), by reaſon that this 42 being pur off 
aed!! the Month of Fune, he made the beſt of a 
ld Market , and comply'd with this il] ma- 


zement of buſineſs, ro go from Leiden to 
UBwersfort,three lirtle Leagues from Urrechr. 


The great Succeſs of Regins his Thefis, did 
Wie! ily dilpleaſe Yeerins; beſides, the Phyſi- 
ths of the antiquated Doctrine did a little 
ble at it ; nay, and ſome of them went 
wt to confure it 3 amongſt others, Primroſe 
| Sylvius, whom he judged convenient- to 
\Infwer. The outragious and injurious man- 
rof their proceeding againſt him , fo rais'd 
s Choller, that without ever ap Ke 
turing himſelf from the bad effects of thei 


Example ; he ſometimes was bitter againſt 


them-; by and by he ufes a pleafant jocular 
way, when as the buſineſs was only to be done 
ty a ſerious moderate confuration. 
"Monheur Des Carres, to whom Regins fenc 
bis Anſwer in O#ober, to corre it after his 
ultal manner, began to take upon him, and 
lo-much the rather made he ufe of: i righe, 
cauſe 
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becauſe this Profeſſor told him, it concern 
him ſo to do. He corrected ſeveral thi 
that ſmelt roo much-ef Precipitation, he ad&i& 
ſeveral others to it 3 and retrenche others, 'aþoz 
mong(t which were thoſe bitter Exprethoggio c 
which he made him forbear, repreſeacing whe 
him, how much it concerns a man to treatayſhou 
Adverſary with a great deat of mildne(s andifvhi 
civility. . q 
In this Junure, che Overſeers of the Unc 
verſity of Utrecht , folliciced by Voerius adit 
ſome other Profeflors, to redreſs the Dilte 
bance that they pretended the Thelſes and the 
private Opinions of Regius had begun to raik 
amongſt them, publiſh'd an Order to Fro 
bir the introducing of Novelties, or any Max | 
ims contrary to the Statutes of the Univerſity: 
The buline(s was ſomething Equivocal. Tha 
induc'd Monſieur Des Carres to unravel it, and 
to draw up an Explanation of the Curators: 
- Orders in form of an Anſwer. - M. and 
Hoolck, one of the principal Magiſtrates of the 
City 3 nay, and a Conſul ro the year follow 
ing , found this Anſwer very ingenious and 
judicious : and he was wonderfully pleaſed 
with M. Des Cartes\1is de{ign of letting Reg 
continue in his way of Reading Lectures 40 
new Philoſophy, if he would but moderate 
his heat, anc reform what thould be too bold 
-and adventurous in his Opinions. | 
His Opini- Regjxs was not the only Man of his Diſciples 
hay that was to take, to Inſtru&k; there were pre- 
S612 of the (Ented day by day new ones, who were no 


Soul. Teal and paſſionate than he, in their Loqury 
aft 
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fer Natural Truths ; but they came not to 

ur Knowledge, by reaſon of the indifference 

hey thewed to make themſelves known.to 

wy other beſides Monſieur Des Carres. *Tis 

oone of cheſe newly admitted that we are 

zholden, for the explanation of his Sentiment 

wching the Seat of the Soul in the Brain 

hich he confin'd to the Glardula Penials, 

+W:lled Conarion ; the ſame unknown Perſon, 

»Wone of no mean quality, declared to him at 

he ame time the Species that ſerve for the 

lemory, which he ſuppoſed extended into all 

he ſubſtance of the Body, which is reſembled 

o.the folds that remain in a Sheet of Paper, 

{fer it hath been once folded. RR 

It was about- this time that Monſteur Des His Projes 
ty:MCrtes had notice of a Project on foot, with- If rear 
» Wout his knowledge, for ſettling him and Mon- his ac. * 
Mydorge in England, under the protection quainrance 


and by che Munificence of King Charles the v1th Mr. 


\Weirit ; Monſteur Des Cartes did not appear Cavenaiy, 


ackward, eſpecially conſidering what they 
Mhzd aſſured him, That the King was a Catholick 
i bs beart, The Promoter of this Deſign 
Was an Engliſh Lord, named Charles Cavendiſh 
alias Candiſh, Brother to the Duke of New- 
Caſtle, both of them acquainted with our Phi- 
blopher. Candiſh was an excellent Mathema- 
tician z he became moreover deſperately in 
love with Monſieur Des Carres his Philoſo- 
phy. He look'd upon this Method as an in- 
comparable means to bring Mathematicks to 
their perfeion;one may judge by that, what joy 
poſlets'd him to —_ Des Cartes pg. * 
! Yo: 


His ac- 
qu41nrance 
with Sal- 
M1ftus. 


The ill hy- 
mour ot 
$almaſins. 
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Objections, nor hindrances againſt the deſign 


of his Settleinent in England. Monſieur 4 Wn 


dorge, ty'd by the heels in Pars by reaſon offi 
bis Fanyly, was harder to move, o_ Charly 
might have; peradventure removed all his Ob 
ſtacles . by the goodneſs he had: to promifg 
Monſeur Candiſh to make ample Proviſion 
and take care foriall. But the beginning 
the Troubles of Great Britain, making bio 
and Monſieur Des Carres co apprehend leſt thek 
vaſt Sums that the King would {et apart -{e 
Natural Experiments, mightbe laid our in thei 
Expences of the War, and leſt they thew 
ſelves . might be deprived of that repoſe thy 
flitter'd them withal, together witch otha 
Etfects of that Prince's Clemency : they 6 
main'd, one in Holand, the other. in Pars; 
and continued the exerciſe of their Friendihy 
with Mr. Candiſh 2s before. 
The Amity Monheor Des C artes entertaind 
with Monſieur Salmaſizs, would have bee 
no leſs to his Advantage z if he had profedllW 
Philoſophy or Mathematicks. This defe@ Wl 
nevertheleſs did not hinder him from being 
reckoned among(t the Carteſians, and he wil 
lingly embrac'd Monſieur Des Cares his Friend-M 
(hip- The Correſpondence between them, 
was not confined to the Exerciſes of Mathe- 
maticks and Philoſophy alone; but as it wa 
a piece of fatality that attended thoſe that 
were acquainted with Salmeſws., and deſer 
ving to Experience his il} Conditions 8 
good luck would have it, Monfeur Des Carts 
was involved in theig deſtiny, leſt —_ 
| OMe 
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Gme time or other ſhould reckon him a- 
nongſt ſome of Monſieur Salmaſwns his Friends, 
who were of ſuch a low ſpirit, as to prize the 
fulcs of this learned Man, or fo great Co- 
wards as to adore him. Ir is true, he never 
had but one occaſion in all his life co incur 
his diſpleaſure , but it was bur a trivial 6cca- 
flog : and he was beholden to his own Pru- 
dence that made him almoſt. ever have an 
erfion from converling with him , even 
when he ſtaid at Leiden, where Salmaſiu re- 
ided. I ay, a trivial occa{ton, but it ſhould 
never have been an occaſion to a juſt equirable 
Perſon to free himſelf. Monſieur Salmaſins 
ed Monſ. Des Carte: a Friend to Heinſins, 
whom he did nor love. It was beſides a piti- 
ful mean Jealouſie, and much below a Gentle- 
man and a Scholar. But now this ſuſpicion of 
{his was ill grounded, feeing Monſieur Des Car- 
ter had never in all his life ſpoken ro Heinſius, 
and altho' a Man well deſerving, and of great 
acconnt in the. Llniverſity of Leiden, by reaſon 
of his Employ and Learning, yer had he never 
Wo much as interchanged a word with him. 
Nay, and what is more, * He could nor be ig- 
*norant that Heinſius could nor abide him for 
'2 long time, becauſe he was Mr. Balzac's 
*Friend who had cenſured his Tragedy of 
' Herod. | 
XN. Yetthe Conſequences of M.Sa/maſivs his ye £11; our 
ll humour (ignified in reſpe&t of the Conſe wich the 
of a bad Buſineſs, that had Jike to have J<tvirs. 
let him at odds with a whole Society, where- 
in he Ratter'd himſelf - hare 10me _—_ 
2 
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All things as to his Philoſophy (eem'd to {mile 
upon him ; when, ſome time after he hat 
triumph'd at Urreche in the publick AR of 
Kegius, his Philoſophy was aſlaulted at Pary 
at other Acts, kept ia the Collecge of Cer. 
monty, 


He ſuppoſed at firit, this Conduct was only 


they would vouchſafe ro examine his Works; 
bur according to the Idea that he had framed 
in his miad of Corre/pondence, Agreement, thae 
is amongſt all thoſe of the Order of FJeſis, Ne 
was preſently alarmed at what was done 4 
£2inſt him by the Mathematick Profeflor in 
that Calledge,ſuppoling that might have been 
contrived and concerted with his Superiors of 
te]low Collegiates. . 
This Profeſſor was Father Bowrdin , who 
going about to confute two of the places in 
Monſieur Des Cartes his Dioptriques, inſtead 
of ſending him his ObjeRions, as Monſieur 
Fermat, Fetit, Morin , and other Matheme 
ricians had deait with him; he goes and it 
ſerts them (for the uſe of his Scholars) into 
the Theſes or Propolitions defended the 3oth 
of Zune and 2d of July, by one Charles Potter, 
who ſome while after turn'd Carreſicm, maugre 
his former Impreſſions. | 
Father Mer/enns, not content to defend Is 
Friend's opinions againſt che Scholar and Pro 
teflor, ſent him an Extract of the Pofirion that 
refer'd to him, together with.the Preamble 
Preliminary Difcourſe compoſed by the Pro 
fellor for the opening of the Difpure, becauſe 
fl 
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it was puint-blank againſt him ; ſiguifying by 

the by, that ic was the Profcilor himſelf chat 

ſent ic him, by him. 

Mon{teur Des Cartes having forgotten the 2*c woke 
manner of Comportment in Colledges, ſeeing Collecgein 
Mihe Preliminary Diſcourſe and rhe Points of Dipucs, 
the The(is, imagined chey delign'd to ſer ypon 
Mhim publickly ; he chought that the Jeſuics 1n- 
ead of giving him notice befor@hand of his 
3 WFaoles, Cid ludy ro expoſe himto the laughter 
of the greateſt Virs of Pars; thatamade him 
boſe the unconcernedne(s he had declared upon 
ſ many occaſions for whatſoever pals'd to his 
Prejudice : And he was vext to the- purpole, 
when he ſaw that the Profeſſor, under pre- 
tence of Compoſing a Subject of Diſputation 
for his Scholars, had father'd upon him. cer- 
tain Opinions that he was not of,that he mighc 
the more eafily confute them, Perhaps he did 
wrong not to conlider, that on ſuch like occa- 
hons, the Maſters are ſometimes forc'd to 
forge Chimera's to their Scholars to accuſtom 
them to wratigle ; that, as for what is per- 
 - Wform'd in theſe Publick Ads, is but a ſporc 
1000 Wnd divertiſement of Mind ; thac what is 
th there ſpoken is of little conſequence againſt 
17; Mithe truth of an Auchor's Opinions that they 
12 there oppoſe; that according to the Cuſtom 
; Wof the Schools, che Maſter's and Reſpondeat's 
12 WF Honours are concern'd to appear at leaſt to 
r0-W come off victorious in the Diſputation ; that 
nat theſe perty Triumphslaft but a Day, and 
'X WI that the Applauſes -concern neither the Ma- 
0 fer, nor his Opinions, bur only the Scholar ; 
uk - L 4 whom 
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whom they Applaud , when he hath but re. 
peared an Argument, and reſponded (well g 
= _ ro the Diates and Lectures of 
is Mr. . {Wor 
He declares The Union that he ſuppoſed eo be amongilſſi 
war with the Members of the Company of Jeſus, mideſ#}» 
the Jeſuits. him conclude from the Example of Farhe MEE 
Boxrdin, that he had pull'd an old Houſe oveſſcei 
his head, and that he ſhould have all theJs ſr: 
ſuits npon his: back, and repreſented juſt rheiiſi 
this Society as a formidable Army that ad 
vanced towards him. He was not a whit 
daunted nor diſcompoſfed for all that, bet 
plucking wp his Courage, he refolved to mard 
alone, againſt them all, without ſtaying to 
Combar, either Father Bordin, or any other 
in particular. | old 
In order to this ſtrange reſolution, he ad 
dreſſes himſelf ro the Father Rector of the 
Colledge of Clermont, to whom he writ in 1x 
tin, a Letter dated 22 Jay, very pithy, = 
tinent, and fall of reſpe&. He begged of him 
to interpofe his Anthority to engage the Fi- 
thers of the Society to diſcloſe ro him once 
for all what they had to find fault with inhis 
; Works, to the end he might either Corrett 
himſelf or Anſwer them ; This was a gene- 
rous Declaration of War againſt the Jeſuits m 
' his Name, which he judged fit to intruſt with 
_ fome.wiſe oiſcreer Perſon 5 in -order here- 
unto, he pitcht upon his Friend Monfienr 
AMyaorge, charging him to go deliver it imme- 
diately to the Rector, and let him underſtand 
that there was no raſhneſs in making = , 
| elſes 


(- *qn } 
t re. Mreſles ' diretly ro his Reverence ; frnace Fa- 
ll cffliber Boxrdin had commenced a formal .War, 
or by bis Thefis, which he (ould cake no 
arther notice of ; but by a /elration or Skir+ 
wh which he diſpacched-co hun fnce. 

»He anſwered this Velitation; expecting the 
Effect of his Letter to'the Rector, who re- 
zived it, not from M. Mydorge his hands.who _- 
25 afraid to draw the Tempeſt upon his 
Friend by this proceeding , buc by the hands 
if Father Merſermus, who was not {0 ſcrupu- 
ous when che bulineſs was to foment differen- 
& among(t the Learned, and breed Quarrels 
onducing to the advancement of Sciences. 
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Monſieur Des Carres ; but he did not believe 
that the Society was bound to concern ir felt 
na difference wherein it was not 8 party con- 
cern'd. He thought it ſufficient co permit 
Father Bourdin to decide his Controverſie in 
ron, as well as he could: with him, and 
nſtead of anſwering his Letter , he order'd 
ths Father ro Anſwer it himſelf, and to ren- 
dera reaſon of his Proceedings to Monſieur 
Des C artes.  BIEL 
»Father Bowrdix declared poſitively to hit in 
tis Leceer, © That he had not, nor ſhould ever 
*undertake a particular War againſt his Opi- 
*nions. Yet he promiſed him to ſend him 
ks Treatiſe within a Week ; that is, the Rea- 
loas he made uſe of not to approve his Sen- 
uments: The term of eight days, at the end 
of which Monſieur Des Caries expected thele 
L 4 Trea- 
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Xl. The 'ReCtor ſeem'd not a little fatis-' A Perfona] 
hed with che Reaſons and real Sentiments of (-varrel 


| Society, by which they demanded of 'him Six 


He pre- 
pres for 
ne Jeſurts, 


Cugz) 
Treatiſes, being expired over and over, he be.ſ# 
?2an'to deſpair of them, when he receivedlþe/+ 
ſome Letters from ſome other Fathers of theſſ}9 
Months delay longer. He made no queſtion 


t 

9 

but this was a Stratagem to Correct the 
4 

| 


Writings at leiſure, and to put them in ſuchp* 
a condition no longer to fear his cenſure. He 
conjectured by theſe Fathers Letters , tha 
notwithſtanding the affarances they had give} 
him of a pure perfonal Quarrel with Fathe 
Bourdin,: yet that he was going to detach fron 
the main Body of the Society, a powerſy 
Party of Jeſuits againſt him, to back thei 
Fellow-Collegian. 
Knowing that their chief Strength conſiſted 
in the Art of Logick, of which they pertom 
many Exerciſes 1n the Society,” to make them 
handle their Arms the better in their Diſputes 
againſt all ſorts of Adverſaries, he thought 
likewiſe he was to look about him, and have 
recourſe ro Scholaſtick Arms, which , It 
chought he had laid afide this many years, 
{o much as everdreaming he ſhould have any 
more occaſ1on for them. | 
He communicated his purpoſe to Father 
Merſenmus,who expetted him in Paris towards 
che end of this Year, and he writ co him 
about it in theſe terms : 1 ſhall net yet take 
my Journey this Winter, for, being I am to rt 
ceive the Objettions of the Feſuits within four or 
five Months; I believe 1 muſt be in a poſturt 
reaay to expett them ; in the' interim, I have 4 
great deſire, a little to pernſe their Philoſophy 
2 | ' (mhich 
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e he. Mohich 1 have n9t done this Twent yYears Jon purpoſe 
vedio [ce if 1 like it be'ter now, than I did beretofore. 
lorthis effett; 1 befeech you to ſend me the Names 
f the Authors who have writ a Body of Philo- 
aby,. which are moſt followed amongſt the Te- 
wes, and whether or. no they may bave any new 
wes. 1 remember none but Collegium Conim- 
I enle. 4 

He delired him alſo to inform him, if they He under- 
ad not compiled ſome Abridgment or Com- *akcs to X 
ndwm of all Philoſophy of the Schools that Qpae 
yes much read ; (to ſpare him the labour of philoſophy 
tuning over the Schoolmen; ) ſuch a one as 
that of Euſtachius. 

Father Merſennus could tell him of none 
but de Ravonie, which was not fo ft for his 
parpole as Eu/tachius 4 but he forceably urged 
nd exhorted him, not to negle& the hilo- 

by of the Schools , ſuch as was at that 
time-taught in the Colledge, ſuppoſing that 
the time of Sacrificing of . it to cruth, was 
come3 letting him underſtand by the way 
that he was the only man , from whom the 
Lovers of Truth and Witdom expected this 
piece of Service. ; 

Monſieur Des Carres writ back to him the 
Eleventh of November, That he did not be- 
leve the School-thiloſyuphy fo hard to be 
confuted , becauſe of .rhe diverſity of Opi- 
nions that it contains3 He declared to him ar 
the fame time the aims he had upon Philoſophy 
n reference to that of the Schools. 

His intent.was to write in order, a whole 


. 


courſe of Philoſophy in the nature of Polt- 
: LIONS 3 
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tionsz or without any ſuperfiuities of Didiper 
courſe; he would put down only all his Cofp#c 
clutions, with all che Reaſons, from wheng 
he deduc'd them 3 which he hoped to be 
ro do in few words. In the fame Book, ai 
cording to his Project, he did: get a courlſed 
Vulgar Philoſophy printed , ſuch an one wiſh 
that of Euftachins, with his Notes at the iy 
ter end of each Queſtion, where he intendel 
to add the various Opinions of Authors, at 
what a man was to believe of them all accar 
ding to him. In a word, he put us ia hae 
(for to ſerve for a Conluſton to his Worl 
that he would make a Parallel or Comparill 
of two Philoſophies, that is to ſay, of his om; 
and that of otners. He was only10ollicitont 
to know if Euftachius were yet alive; | 
having no deſign, neither on his Perſon, nfl 
Writings in particular, he had a defire to key i 
a fair Correſpondence with him 3 and uſe 
ſort of Civilities towards him. As for the 
Colegium Conimbricenſe ( 1, e. the Courles'd 
Philoſophy of the Jeſuits of Conimbra 1a Pm 
rngal) in his Opinion they were too long, But 
he could have withe they had writ as ſuc: 
cintly as Eaſt acbiug ; becauſe having to do 
with the Jetuits,he ſhould have preferr'd theit 
courſe to all others. . 
The Learh XII, This Year proved fatal to our Philo 
of mn: #1 {opher by the lois, nor only of three or four 
Daueicc, Of his Friends, Mathematicians, or Philoſ6- 
? pliers, but eſpecially of rwo Perſons the dear- 
elt co him in ail the World, viz. his Daughter 
Frencinz, and his Father, Dean of the Pariu- 
ment 
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nt of Britain, who departed this Life in 
wober, 78 years of Age. 

= #francine died on the 7th of Seprember at 
ieBAwersford , only 5 years of Age. He pub- 
«MWickly own'd ber for his Daughter, altho' we 
Minot learn who her Mother was, having not 
Wy proof of his being Married; He lamented 
x Mer Death with chat paſhonare affeRion that 
klWorc'd him to Experience, that true Philoſo- 
(Mby cannot ſtile Natural Aﬀection. The 
Worrow and Grief that over-whelm'd him for 
«his loſs, makes us apt to believe ſhe was his 
mly Child : Bur thoſe that ſpeak 11! of him, 
have not ſtuck to farher more upon him. 
Calumny, altho' ſupported by the Au- 
thority and Writings 'of a grave Miniſter 
amongſt the Reformed at Urrechr, ſeem'd to 
him ſo 11-grounded, that he . only langhe ac 
itz and an{wer'd his Enemy that caſt it in his 
teeth, that not having made a Vow of Cha- 
ity, and not being exempt from Humane 
Fralties ; he ſhould make no ſcruple at all ro 
own them before all the World, if he had 
ny ; bur albeic he had none ; yet he agreed 
not to pals for a great Saint, with a Miniſter 
that had no good opinion of the Gift of Con- 
tinency in the Ecclefiafticks of the Roman 
Church, who live in Celibacy. 
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0M He Raid not long to repair the breach thar 
ur WJ was made in integrity of his life, wherewich 
0- 8 be honoured his ſolitude, and the profeſhon 
r- W of his Philoſophy, ard reſtor'd his Celibacy 
WF to its priſtin perteRion, ever before he had 
e 


acquired the Name of Father. Upon the 
A whole, 
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whole, the Publick had never come to Fn 
kno#1ledge of-this humbling Circumſtance of © 
his life; if he had nor made a Publick Co 
ſeſſion of it himſelf by writing the HiſtoryogW* 
his dear Francina, upon the firſt Leaf of W* 
Book that was ro be ſeen by many... þ>q © ” 
The rice Three weeksafter the death of chis Cluld hſſee” 
"a uitted the Town of Amersford to return tohis 
play'd with abode at Leiden. He was quite out of conceis” 
Me:(rr:154- with the Neighbotirhood of Urrechr, becauſe \! 
paſt tim. of Foerjus his Intrigues, that allarm'd all theffſ® 
Country, making as if Regiv:s was a PeſtilenMWS% 
Fellow, good for nothing but to rrouble thei 
Schools 3 4sS for his Des Cartes, he wo I | 
have him paſs for an Enemy of the Proteſtant 
Religion, a Spy ſent out of France againſt t 
Intereſt of the United Provinces : not judgin 
the Writers of his Religion in his own Coun- 


try ſufficient to exterminate him, he hole 


good to find ont ſume amongſt the Catholicks, 
and that too in the middle of France. To find 
ſuch, it was neceſſary to change his Language 
He went about ro perſwade rhem that they 
had ro deal with a common Enemy, and in 
all their concerns to defend Religion in gt- q 
neral againſt a Sceptique and an Atheilt; MW" 
wherein the Carholicks were no leſs intereſted 
than Proteſtants. He went to follicit Men of 
Parts as far as the receſſes of Cloiſters in P« 
rs, and had even the Contidence to attempt 
Father Merſennus, upon pretence that this Fa: 
ther was already traing'd up and vers'd it 
making his parry good againſt Arheilts and 
Deilts, with whom he had enter'd the "_ 
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Sh divers Works ; he repteſented to this Fa- 
- Ther, that being beſides a good Philoſopher 
1d Geometrician ; an undertaking of thisna- 
re, was worthy bis eminent Learning and Sub- 
y. And to engage him the deeper by more 
alent Exprefhons, he tells him, That ha- 
oiog ſhewed himſelf all along, the Defender of 
\cerruth in his way of Treating of Divinity ; He 
ded not to queſtion but the ſame truth 
alld for -his afliſtance, to ſecure ic from the 
Wcxatious inſults of this new Philoſopher. 
15 perhaps the firſt time that ever any 
jody beard the Proteſtant Miniſters congra- 
Mulzte the Roman Catholicks, and whar is 
nore, even the Monks for having ſucceſsfully 
ood up for and guarded truth in matter of 
ſheology. The thing was yet ſomething the 
nore remarkable, becauſe Yorrims, a man 
rould have thought, ſhould have been the 
ſt from whom one might, have hoped to 
ve heard ſuch a like Conteſhon, having 
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& Mhout any cauſe raken a great liberty to 
in {oPpoſe the Roman Church upon other occa- 
je. 90s 5 yea, and falling out with ſome Mint- 
}. Miters, who were not able to endure his ex- 
4 Wfhive flyings out and impoſtures 3 Bur con- 
of Micering the Catholicks conn'd Yoerius bur litrle 
+ {'tznk for this Confeſſion , and becabſe the 
x froteſiancs did not lay it to his charge : Men 
1. MY /ooked upon it as the conſequence of his dif- 
1 {orderly Spirit,to which the one, and the party 
| I vere pretey well accuſtomed ; there needs no 
« W other fign of chis irregularity than che ma- 
y  gnity wherewith he affects ro make Mon- 
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fieur De: Cartes paſs for an Sevage Jeſvite, th 
he might decry him, and render him odic 
another way. | 

Father Merſennus feigned that he let hig 
ſelf be allured by the Charms of Yoerins i 
Diſcourſe 3 and to demonſtrate that he 'w 
ſtill more a Friend to Truth than to Mong 
Des Cartes, he promiſed him the ſervice of 
Pen, provided they could fupply him wi 
Matter and Reafons ſufficient to attack « 
Opinions of that Philoſopher. 


Some pretend the Monk ſpoke in « ot 


Voetins was (0 far perſwaded of it, that inn 
diately he noiſed it abroad that Merſenms wa 
a writing againſt Des Cartes. Afterwards 
ſought up and down for Materials , and n 


very importunate: with all his Friends ro ali 


patch relief ro Father Merſennus z yet a whe 


year was ſpent without being able to ger tf 


Fachex to make his words good, ſave onl yi 


a Compariſon that he made berween Monhew 


Des Cartes and LV annus , celiring him to make 


much of this, as an important Piece , and 


to diſplay the 'Parallel of the new Philok 

pher with that Impious Wretch who 'wa 

Burnt at Tholoxſe. | 
The King Without doubt they had a better opinion 
_— him of Monſieur Des Cartes at the Court of France 
an ho. Seeing King Lewis the 13th commanded t 
nourable fend him word at the latter end of this Year, 
Conditions that he would publickly gratifie his Merl. 
but alliw This Prince informed by Card. Richelieu, 0t 
Tm by thoſe that preſeated him with his Book, 


chat this Ornament to the Kingdom wor 
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al always out of its Element, fo long as he 
oofhoold be out of his Realm ;. had choughrs of 
erring him to ſome eminent place, either 
"Court, or in the Parliament, thereby to . 
MWader him conſpicuous to all his Subjects ; 
wid to grant him a great Penſion ſuicable 
i his rank, and able to ſupport it; Bur 
tre were' no ſollicitations powerful enough 
id wean him from his retirement. He re- 
rded the Delights and Pleaſures of Courr, 
"Mid the moſt glorious Occupations of Coun- 
i and Parliaments, as equally prejudicial 
2;the repoſe and leifure that were requi- 
to ſerve Mankind inthe Profeſſion he 
4 choſen, and putting infinitely a greater 
zlue upon his King's good will towards him, 
hn upon all the Elonours and Riches thar 
ihe would have pleaſed to heap upon him, 
Se witht rather to live alone, content witch 
- perpetual acknowledgment of his gra- 
euMious vffers, than to expoſe himſelf ro ha- 
keard of loſing the advantages of his Philoſo- 
dd, under pretence of being deſirous to bear 
lolwWhe heavy weight of thoſe Honours,and to juſti- 
-waWic the choice of ſo great a Prince. 
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BOOK VI. 
From 1641 till 1644. 


The pub- IJ 'N the Year 1641. began to appear in put 
liſhing of lick the ſecond Works of Monſieur £ 
his Meta- Cartes, with the priviledge of the King, 
ET approbation of the Doctors of Pars,intituledWrs 
ET OA AMedit agroms touching the firft Philoſophy, wheraaWor 
# diſeovered the Exiſtence God, and the Immiie 
tality of the Soul, Put you muſt obſerve, Gol þ 
it was not the Author's intent . that thei» 
ſhould infert the word [mmortality inſteady 
that of lmmatertality, ' 
This Work, the publication of which 
pretends to be purely owing to his own'Ce 
ſciengg, was of a more Antient Compolug 
than bis Eflays, being the very firſt fruics:olc 
his retirements in Holland. The tmportanc 
of the ſubject marter prevail'd with hitrh, | 
fore it went to the Preſs, to ler the moſt at 
Divines of the Roman Church ſee it ; nay and 
other Learned Mea too of other Commt 
nions, who paſt for the moſt fubtile Wits 
Philolophy and Metaphyſicks, to the end chi 
he might profit by their Cenſures, an{#t 
their Difficulcies, and cauſe their Objectial 
and his Anſwers to be Printed together at ts 
ſame time with his Treatiſe. 
His Manuſcript was, in order hereunt 
above a year in the hands of Facher Mer/cnrnan 
| wit 
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Sho had a Commiſſion from him to find 
"Sat Cenſurers or Approvers for this Book, of 
| ll faculties, whilſt be in the niean time did 
She fame in the Citholick and Prote- 
nt Netherlands. Yea, and he had ſome in- 
ſions to deflicare it to- the Do&ors of the 

pe z that is, to all the Faculty of Divi- 
ity of Parw,” becanſe, ſaith he,- che cavils of 
perſons had made bim reſolve to guard himſelf 

form ard with the Anthority of others, owe 

uth is ſo little regarded when it is alone, He re 

zmmended this buſine(s ro Father Gibenf, Fa. 

xr of theOratory,his friend, who by his great 
MPmcity:had gaind 2 great Efeem and Credic 
| ” > Sorborme; and amongſt Men of Wir and 
''c mom A and left. Facher Mer] ennus to-order 


|| the reſt. 
1L- Whil& this Father ſearched for Cen- 37 A>"ids 
rs for-his Book; whilſt he colle&ted- the what it 
of - Divines and Philoſop 2—_ contains, 
3/0 oulc 'pollibly fhnd n Pars 1 he recei 
naWMbridpemenuof ir, concerning the chief Poinrs 
Nos ot God. and the Human Soul, which ſerv'd 
belifoe': an' incroduRion to' the whole- Work, 
Fw h he divided mto fix Medit ations, 
" Ia cbe Bf © 90 ears pounds the Reaſons why we 
| oof dofibe of all things in general, and eſpe- 
of material things, uneil ſuch rime as we 
ave eſtabhiſhed a betcer foundation in Sci- 
ues than thoſe we have had hitherto: He 
cakes ie- appear that the advantage of this 
Weneral doubt confiſterh in delivering us from 
oemitforts” of- prejudices to looſen our Minds * 


mm Senſe; and fo to Iu it about that we 
FR cannot 
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catinot any longer doubt of. the things which { 
we ſhall afterwards know and acknowledy fic! 
to be true. he 
In ehe ſecond, he demonſtrates that the $ 
making ufe of its own liberty in foppoling th 'v 
the things of-whoſe Exiſtence chere may 
the leaſt doubt, 'do not exi(t ar all, .in efleaWrc 
doth acknow ledge that it is impoſſible b uit R 
that. ac the: fametime ir exiſts it ſelf ; whidſſke 
ſerves. to make it. di{tinguilh the. things tlulhe 
belong tO it, from thoſe char. belong - to th 
Body. Tt 
Ia — third he produceth and. di pays hl he 
beſt Argument he hath tor che Exiftence otahe 
God, wathoutt.vling. any. compariſon, .Cranalifier. 
from corporeal-things. RY 
In the forrth he proves ' that w things. 
have a clear and-diſtinct notion of,are tevejho 
there-explains alſo the natyre;40 e.E 
that is in the Judgment, and cheigik 
true from falſe. _ - +. 
In ehe fifth he explains, the natgre apr a Do 
in general 3. he doth--there.. likewiſe . demonic; 
ftrate the Exiſtence af God. in a new ma $0 
2nd he makes appear that che-certitude ofde f 
monſtrations themſelves depend, 0 _ he 
knowledge of God. 
In the ſixth he makes 2 FFI 
the action of- the underſiapdingrig Sh [EL 
the imaginatiov. He there evide 
chat the Soul of Man is -really Cay 00m 
the Body, and chat neverthelels it. is & 'nearlpWiy 
joyn'd ro it, that ir compoleth. 2s it-were bo 
the Came thing with it. He explains.4t{o Ty 
e 
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ice ſeveral Errours that proceeds from Senl(e, 
dee Wich che means to avoid them, Laſt of all, he 
Mere brings in the Reaſons from which vne' 
alias conclude the Exiſtence of things mdtetial. 

We muſt obſerve that the Author doth not afcer wha: 
nalad himſelf up to follow the Order of. matters ©aover 
roughout this Work, bur only She Order 7 © 
a Reaſon. . I mean, that. he. hath got under- © 
aken to ſpeak of whatſoever apperrains to 

i ſame Subject, in che Tame place, becanſe 
o& would bave been often- impoſſible to prove 

well, inaſmuch as there were Reaſons, ſome 
thereof _were to be terche a great deal fur- 
er off than others. Bart in reaſoning in or- 
naler, chat, is to ſay, beginning at the moſt ea- 

3 things, and fo paſſing after that co thing 
Wolt difficulr, he hath deduced from thenite 
zt he. could poſſibly, fomerimes for 

atrer, and ſometimes for” another ; which 


W425 in; his Opiniog the troe way,co find Truth 
Wcciſely, and-ro explain; aright. He jadged 
Wis Order only profitable to thoſe whoſe 
nMeaſons are free and unobiatled, who can ſay 
5 much of one difficulty as of another. - 

And this is the rea 09 WD he chought it 


Wot convenient, nor-yet poſſible to inſert into 
he Text of his Meditations, the Anfwer to 
he Objections ane- might give, . becauſe that 

olould have interrupted all the Series, nay and 
Might have invalidated the fotce of his Rea- 
ons, which depends chiefly on the neceſſity © 

r4Wiyerting ones thought from things ſenfible, 
rom whence moſt part of the. Objections 
alight be drawti; Buc yer; Ne-ſet down rhole, 
the | M 2 ' that 
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chat were already come to his hand from the Whis 
Low Countreys at the end of his Treatiſe, wc 
ſerve for a Model to others, if there chane{{is 
ro come atiy, and to ſhew how they might l 
came in courſe, agd follow, in the irpreſionlWe 
by inſerting his Anſfers at the end of eaci|{Wac 
Obje&tion. | | W 
Firſt 0>- Theſe firſt ObjeRtions were"* ſent by thei! 
jeMione, Aurhor Monfieur Carerus or Catters, Down 
of Louvain, enploy'd in the Miſſions of A 
land : He accompanied them with'41l rhe Ga 
vilities and Modeſty that ordinarily ſg ) 
learn'd lovers of "Truth ; they were'direWF'; 
ed Nt of his {rien mga = well 
o Knowing very, well the capacity of nn 
Doo F; has | deſired them of hicm and ol 
rod | as 101E Ne con. 
make JEOuE goo might be ſuitable took | 
Philoſophers Intentions : ' The two fried" 
ſent them to Monſieur Des Earres juſt as ths 
received them 3/ and he in like tnanher dire" 
ed his Anſwer he- made to them, he end 
voured eſpecially not to come ſhort in Tels 
mannes 0 LN CAny of Mon a 
aterss, who became 2a new Acceffion to hi 
nope Eee 4) fo bo wy ight perce cl ar 
_ Fath, Merſemas,that he might percerve ſomane®® 
Spas Effecsof by Grertilh hon, ſent himin 7meſſe 
t jecuons he was able to pick up by wo 
of mouth from off Divines and Philoſoph&[0 
he conſulted in Pars - Their difficulties wer * 
neither confiderable, - nor' in great numbe} i 
qotwithſtanding this Father offer'd ſome of taſſſ® 
own, and rho* tie had done wharſoeyer los 
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the his power to fart ſome from his Anſwer to 
. tobe fr//, Objettions which he had capveyed to 
ne/M@him, with a deſign to have him toexamine 
mem, wath the reſt. Monſhear Les Cartes 
nd to believe that theſe ſercra! Objetions 
wy ad been made by perſons ſincere and honeſt, * 
Mid perſwaded of the ſolidity of hisÞr inciples, 
and drew up an exact Anſwer to them. Now, 
oor 25 much as the Authors of cheleObjeRions- 
aiWad fignified by the Pen of Father Merſennuz, 
6 Swonld be very. proper afd uſeful, if, 
" s/ (hi end of his Sojutions, after havin firſt 


preſented ſome definiczons, demands and 
op, he by wool wind up all according to. 
he | ometricians, ſo that at one 
Jance, __ might find wherewith they 
wuld be farisfiedz he was exceedingglad that 
Ka made him a, propoſition {o agreeable to 


d ſo eafie to be put in Execution; he 
fore accompanied his Anſwer for their 
wfactign, wich anocher Writing containing 
jacTeA/07 for proving that there is a God, and the 
Wornc there ts between Spirit or Soul, and Hu- 
couched after a Geometry Frarwg 
v He th not quite finiſhed his 
; one _—_ bur he received tbl 
nous Hobbs, an Engliſh Philoſopher, who 
ad long. ſought an occafion to get .acquaine 
face with him. Father Aderſennus had aug 
enced his deſire when he begug the ws 
8 [the Manuſcript of Meditations, for to make 
ef {0im: {regions therrupon 3 .but he declared 
19 way to _— by 
ndilup, oe 6 eplin ith him, and 
fare 


Orher OF 
jt &ions of 
M. Hobbes. 
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ſpare him. M. Hobbes took it for granted 3 th 
Father upon ſending theſe ObjeGtons to Myr 
fieur Des Cartes, accompanied them with 


fern 


word or two in behalf of his Friend, rofl 
end he might be acquainted with his deſet&M 
and might know what kind of Philoſophyiif 


was, whereof he made Profeſſion. 
Monſieur Des Cartes, overjoy'd to learnt 
thenumber of true Philoſophers was increakx 
by ſuch an ingenious perſon as M. Hobbes, by 
a mind to ſtudy the Genius of the man ink 
Obje&ions ; but he found them not propert 
let him judge of his Solidity and Profow 
neſs. He inferted into the very Body of the 
Objections,the Anſwer he made to each Poit 
This is what we exhibit under the title 
Third Objettions. | 
Notwithſtanding all Monfteur Des Cortes 
Intreaties to Father Merſermas to ſend himn 
more Objections, but ſuch as related to hy 
Metaphytical Meditationsz yet this Fathe 
could not forbear communicating to him th 
Marks M. Hobbes had mage upon his Dio 
triques, norcould Monſienr Des Carres forbe: 
anſwering his Friend. Mr, Hobbes (ſhort wide 


of the mark in his, writing ,- by a begi nin | 


that had no relation at all to Dioptriques Kt 
talked in it of God and the Soul as things &r 
[hy : he diſcours'd concerning his Int Na 
bpirte, which -he' eſtablithed as the princif 

al} things; we meet with abundance'd 


other ſtuff, no way relating to Monf. Dez Cs: 
ter his whe reps 10" For altho' he prerende( 


rils was the fame with tis 


that Aarer;a /i 
bi ters 
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Men Spirie— yet he might as well have ſaid, 
The Moon is made of green Cheele ; the one 
vas not diſcernable in the other; Mr. Hobbes 
nade 2 tedious reply, which was conveyed to 
Monfieur Des Cartes the 7th of February; but 
11:4 the'buſineſs of this peaceable Diſcourſe cen- 
tered in Father ' Merfennus, M., Hobbes, nor 
Monſieur Des Carte: never Writingao one ano- 
her immedrately,. rheir Communication ex- 
mded no furcher; 'and alcho*, Monſieur Des 
lartes ſent bis laſt Anſwer ro Mr. Hobbes his 
teply, be begg'd of Father Merſennas either to 
pic to himſelf, or to diſperſe it at diſcre- 
jon,thac it might not be diſcover'd byM. Hobs, 
nor no body'elſe, that ir came farther, than 
from the Convent of Minyns in Pare. 

He ſignified withal to this Farther, the Rea- 
fons that induc'd/him to have no more to do 
with this, Engliſh Philoſopher , that he mighe 
preſerve his Commerce for thoſe Friends 
who love one another” withour Communica- 
fion: ' He gave him a. freſh account of whar 
he: judged of this Man's Intellet, which he 

d upon as'very obſtinare, and dangerous 
mits affefting ſingularity, altho' it mighe 
not be indued with an exaQneſs fir for 
nadging aright , -rior with any ſtrength for 
arguing, : 

IV. In the whole Sociery of the Sorbonne, 
thereavas not found one Cenſor of Monfteur 
Des Cartes , notwithſtanding the great pains 
Monfiear Giberf and Farther Mer/ennus were at 
to procure ſome; we mult except one young 
Door or Eicenciate, who having heretofore 

M 4 read 
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read the Eflay of the Method of our Philo. ll- He 
pher with no {mall delight, did acquieſwhat 
in Father Merſexnus his delare, hoping to meaontE 
with che like pleaſure in the reading of x 
Meditations; This Doctor was the famoulfhecr 
Monſieur -rnaud, at that time near 29 yeuliy; 
of Age, not being able to obtain-of the Flo Ac 
ther £0 perple it Gratis without coſting hinſiþe h 
ſome Reflections, he thought himſelf obligeiſo m! 
ro act two Parts in the Examen. they requizelliugi 
of him; Ar firſt, he appear'd like a: Philopeaet 
ſopher, to repreſent the principal Difficula ſing 
that might be objeted againſt Monleur Lafnade 
Caries, touching thoſe two grand Queſtion War" 
concerning theNature of ourSoul and the Ex 8-H 
iſtence of God. Then again, he acted the patr{upor 
of a Divine, to take notice of the things cha{ſWcu 
he judged apt to offend ears accuſtomed to theWend 
uſual Exprefſions of his Theology. Wit 
* Monſieur Des Cartes had never yet any mots 
rational, or more able Adverſary than the 
young Ductor, who not taking up with re-Wu 
dering- himſelf very Profound in all ſorts of 
Knowledge, made a & Geometrical Sp- 
ric to reign in all his Argumentations 3. but 1 
ſiead of miſpending lis time in admiring him {4 
he ſets all his Wits on work to Anſwer hin Wort 
which troubled him more,and put bit harder ll | 
ro it, becauſe he was to ſatisfie a Spirit upod' 
which it was impoſſible to impole, and that 
the buſineſs was to ſolve withal certain molt 
nn and moſt ſublimely propounded Diffs 
CUILLES. : | 5 if | 


He 
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\- He ſent back word to Father Merſennus, 
ethat be could not: have defired a more quick- 
eehted penetrating', nor yet a more fair and 
hcious Examiner than he was ; Thathe had 
en created with ſo much Candor and Clivi- 
ality, that he conld ſcarce imagine that it was 
Wo Adverſary that writ againſt him : But that 
the had examined what he had oppoſed with 
4 much diligence, that he could wiſh nothing 
Wight have efcaped him. And that his lively 
xWcnecrating manner :of urging , and puſhing 
kings char. he could yield his Approbacion to, 
nade him confident that he was void of the 
vWhe-complailance to dillemble with him. 
v-/He (ent his Anſwer to Father Merfernus 
pon Eaſter-Day, with many thanks to Mon- 
ur Arnaud, far two friendly offices he had 
Weadered him by writing againſt him ; the 


Wilt was for having propoſed the Reaſons of 

«Wu Book, in ſuch a manner, that he ſeem'd to 

We afraid leſt others ſhould not find them 

Wabccncly firong and convincing. The other 

Wes for nj ney =o him with no ſmall 
B 


- Wuccours in ba bim with the Authority - 
Wl-St. Auguſtine, whoſe Philoſophy had the 
Fine Principle as his, for its Baſis and Sup- 


vVOrcer. 

Having a pretty while weighed the force 
Wa Monſieur pwned Arguments about Phi- 
\Wolophy, be judged, that endeavouring to ſolve 
Wihoſ which reſpect che Nature of the Soul or 
\ Wnmare Spiric , 1t behooved him 'to alter his 
"Method, fearing he might not be able to re- 

lit the force of thoſe, he had am 
Um 
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him touching the Exiſtence of God. That's ta(cri 
reaſon why, inſtead of raking upon him lite 
bear up againſt all his Efforts, as hithertolMmi 
did, he would imitate thoſe who are to defe 
themſelves againſt an Adverſary that harhy 
advantage , and ſtudied nothing more th 
cunningly and $kilfully to parry bis blox 
rather than expoſe himſelf down-right to th 
violence of them. 

When he was as far as the Anſwer thath 
was to make to the Difhculties that migh 
batfle, and non-plus Divines , he declart 
** That he oppoſed Monſieur - Arnand's {fot 
** Reaſons (concerning the Humane Soul) 
* he had labour'd to elude the /ccond Redi 
* concerning the Exiſtence of God) bur the 
© he had done his beſt into che third, except 
* the laſt concerning the Euchariſt; to whid 
* he undertook to anſ{wer. 

Monſieur Arnaud gave Monſieur Des C 
ſeveral Advices as important as judicious 
obviate that wrangling that might be fear( 
in ill-diſpoſed Minds. Monſteur Des Cart: 
deliring to demonſtrate the deference he had t0 
his Judgment, and eſteem for his Counſel, 
fenc ro Father Merſernus, the Places'ior Paſli 

es, by themſelves, ſeparate from his Anſwe, 
which this young Doctor judged convenient 
0 run over again,and alter in his Meditations 
He defir'd the Doctor to ſer down the Addr 
tions or Corre&ions in the very Text of Is 
Work, by ſeparate By-marks like Parenthe 
t1s, to thew how he delir'd tobe inſtructed by 
16 advice of another , without >" 
aſcrt 
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J-(cribe the Glory of it to himſelf, and to ex- 

Micite by ſuch a generous Modeſty, all his Exa- 

Miners; nay, and his Antagoniſts roo, to at- 

ford him the like advice, in hopes of having 
the ſame Juſtice done them. - 

MM He wiſht Monſteur Arnaud might ſee his 

WAnſlwer, that he might paſs his judgment of 

Mic, and thar he might: communicate co him 

his replies, or give him new advice ; but 

Wwe heard no more of it: And Monſieur Ar- 
oe naxd (ignified tor Father Merſennus, that he re- 
main'd fully fatiched. He added , Thar he 
himſelf held, and openly maintain'd the very 
fime Philoſophy in part, that it had been 
flify oppoſed in a full Congregation by ſeve- 
ral Learned Perſons, but that it could nor 
be beat down, nor ſo much as ſtagger'd. 

This Ciſpoſition begot in Monſieur Des Car» Theeſteem 
tes a Prejudice for his Philoſophy ſo much the M. D-5 Car- 
more advantageous, as he judged this Doctor {tg ior 
1n Adverfary leſs capable of Miſtakes in what ** 7"** 
he knew , ahd leſs difimulation in his de- 
meanour. He did not ſtick fince to acquain 
the Fathers of the Oratory, that as young a 
Door as Monſieur Arnaud was , yet did he 
eſteem his Judgement more, than, char, of half 
of the Old ones of the whole Faculty. 

Of all the Objections that were made 
_ his Meditations, there was not one of 

m to whom the Publick beſtowed more 


IF =S 
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honour than co thoſe of: the young Door, 
and M. Des Cartes, who judged them prefera- 
*leto all chereſt, was not aſhamed ro honour 
himſelf particularly by it, 2s a new _— 

or 
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for his Philoſophy. Ir was not his fault thulfhf ind 


he did nothold up this growing acquaintance What | 


Fifth 05- 


je&ions by and Monſieur Arnaud, he received alſo thoſe 


M. Gaſſen- 
ass. 


The origi- Meteors. ni 
| f ted in this Treaty the Phenomina of Parhelias, 
the falling or Mock-Suns that appeared at Rome, An.1629, 


nal cauſc © 


out of M. 


Gaſſind. and 
M.Drs Car- 


fos. 


and amicable correſpondence with a Friend 
of that importance. Burt Monſteur Arzad + 
notwithſtanding a great Philoſopher and exe 
cellent Geometrician 3 had 4t- that time Geoat: 
much dedicated his time to Theology, thl 
there was left him but a very (mall Portia 
of it for exerciſes of Humanity ; or (iudyg 
Claflick Authors : Inſomuch that they had 
Kindneſs one for another face, without mug 
Communication ; yet nevertheleſs, Monliev i 
Des Carres expreſs'd ſo much ſympathy ky Mn 
him, thar be bad cauſe to fear that Monliey 
Arnaud's Enemies were his alſo. - Wrake 
V. Beſides the Objections of Monf. Hobby 


of Monſteur Galſendus, who was come from 
his Country Habitation to Pars, very oppor- 
runeiy in order thereunto. They were old 
Cronies ; yet their amity never pracgeded to 
the degree of Friends, loving one another, 
without ever diſcovering, or reproving what 
15 amiſs in one another. Whatſoever it was 
the beginning,Monfieur Des Cartes always pt& 
ſerved it in an equal poiſe : but now- as 
Monſ. Gaſſendss, it was not ſo with him, fince 
our Philolopher's Edition of hig Treatiſe of 

Lioakeds Des Cartes had got omit- 


of which Monheur 4 rms had compoſeda 
Diſſertation. But his Galence bred che occaſion 
of being vext at him, and ſhewinga great &n 

0 
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f indifference for him, .who took it very ill 
Shar Monſieur Dez Carres ſhould not make 
he leaſt mention of him wpon chis occaſion. 
This ill diſpoſition of Mind in M. Gafſendas, 
mended with a ſecret Jealouſie , which the 
wacation or deſigns of our Philoſopher begor 
him, was'a ſoveraign Preſetvative againſt 
is natural ſweer diſpofition and mildnefs, 
hat one might have fear'd he would have 
ſed in his Objections againſt the Metaphyſical 
{editations, where Monſtear Des Carresneeded 
ali the ſeverity- of the moſt able Animadver- 
ters. He was very careful to' acquit himſelf 
:dfonily of the Confutation he had under- 
"Wrikens yet towards the Conclufion, taking 
+ Mop his wonted Complaiſance that he endea- 
t Mvoured to ſuſpend awhile, in the Body of the 
| Writing, he proteſted that his chief deſign 
in Writing againſt Monfieur Des Carrtes was 
thing but maintain himſelf in the honour of 
his friendſhip. He added moteover, That if 
any thing too rude had eſcaped his Pen , he 
would cifown it Opon the ſpot; and gave his 
conſent, that whatſoever might diſpleaſe Mon- 
hear Des Cartes, ſhould be razed out of his 
Writin | 
* His Giilities did not tend to ſo good an 
end. He writ alſo a particular Lerrer' full'ot 
Commendation,not only of Monſieur Des Car- 
re: great parts; but alſo of the that very Work 
he undertook to Animadvert upon. But what 
he adds afterwards touching the necefſicy Fa- 
ther Merſennas had:driven him to ſend him his 
doubts and- fcruples , rouching his Pretend 
nca- 
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Incapacity, touching the weakneſs of his 
uments, was the product of. ſuch a cunniy 
iffunulation, and fo near akin to Modeſty 
that many did not (tick ro prefer them to the 
plain and anltere ſincericy of Montteur Des Co, 
res, and to dilapprove that blunt diſobliging 
downrizhtneſs of the. latter, wherewith hg 
thought fit to an(wer him.. | þ 
This afteted Language of M. G «ſſendvs, wy 
only for Monſieur Des Cartesz he changed hy 
note for thoſe whom he handled withour Diſfy 


Ar hs tot 


we 
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mulationz ſuch as M. Daille in France, andWile 


M. River in Holland.where he was not 

ro confeſs to the laſt, That be had nor ſo ftril 
examined Monſieur Des Cartes his Metaphy ſich, 
but .ouly becauſe he h.:4 not received from hi 
all thoſe Cirilities that he expefted upon a ca- 
tain occaſion, 


Yetaltho' his revenge was Fronndieks and 


moſt. unjuſt in ic ſe]f, nevertheleſs it was very 
profitable to Monſteur-Des Cartes , who te 
ceived his Writing by way of Father Mer 
ſemnus , under the Title of Diſquy/itia Meta: 
priſica ſeu dubitationes,C, he anliver'd ina lels 
afteted manner doubtleſs than that of Mot» 
ſfieur Gaſſendus was; the ſtile of. . which, 
ſeem'd to him very Eloquent and Delightful; 
aitho' he was pleas'd to be perſwaded. that he 
had not ſo inuch made uſe of the Reaſons of 
a Philoſopher to confute his Opinions, as the 
ſhifts of an Oratour to evade them ; but the 
defire of managing his Adverſary a little mare, 
hindered Inm from maintaining the Character 
of his ordinary plainneſs; for a Crotchet coor 

Ng 


Cas ) 
\r. Wo fnto his Pate , ro make rhe Spiric anſwer 
gWe#leſp, as if they had been two Perſons that 
ly, Me :had a mind ro bring - upon the Stages he 
Eve M. Gaſendss an occalion to kgow. that 
hy che Fleſh, he means bim. It was in vain, 
ng 
| 


ter he had taken -off the Mask to expatiate 
Wron M. Gafſends his Praiſes. Gafſendus ſup- 
jſed that he would have paid his Comple- 
egs in kind : He fell out with him abour 
..which ſome of his Friends; and {ome tur- 


eWolent Spirits, had a ſpecial care to foment by 
[We Reports and Scandals , that deſtroy'd in 
e-meaſure a part'of that Charity theſe 
o/Chriſtian Philoſophers owed one to ano- 
Wher. The writing of Gaſendss, with the 
nfwer of Monſieur Des Carres , makes up 
he Fifth Objeftion in the Book of Medi- 
IÞ the mean time, Father Mer/ennus pickt 552th 0% 
p whatſoever he could poſſibly gather from jcQions. 
he ObjeQions in Pars, and in the Country, 
* Wand diſpatched them ro Monſtear Des Carres, 
Wccording as he received them , beſides thoſe 
hat he-was about, co frame himſelf by the 
iterated Study of his Meditations. Monſieur 
es Cartes (ſeeing them of divers pieces and 
ufterent Compoſitions did his utmoſt to re- 
ace them- into order. Then he ſent them 
back again , together with-the Anſwer he 
ave Father Merſennzs about them, who call'd 
them the Sixth Obje&ions; after which he made 
them finiſh the Impreſſion of the Book of 
Meditations. 


, | VI. 


Voettus 
COrmes to 
be ReQor 
of the Uni- 
veriity of 
Utrecht. 


A Theſis of 
R egins. 
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VI. Whilt Monftenr Des Cartes was tak 


up with his anſwering the ObjeRions the | 


made againſt his Meraphyſick Meditations 
Voetins the Miniſter , procured a great re 
forcement eo his Faction by the ReRorlhip( 
the Univerfiry of Louvain; to which he ar 
himſelf preferr'd 16th of March, An:1641, 
Regius beholding him in -this manner i» 
veſted with all the Authority that was need- 
ful for the executing his deſtgns againſt Me 
fieur Des Carres, and him 3 ſought all occafing 
co curry favour with him, or at leaſt to x 
vent the dire Effects of his i]|-will. The! 
or at firſt was overjoy'd to obſerve his % 
miſhons, and ſeeing he did ſo handſomly ! 
him, as to offer him his Theſis tro Co 
he was content only to make ſome Not 
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keg 
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Pr 
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upon it, to fave the honour of the anciatWcvec 


Philoſophy, and lefe the Paradoxes and new 
Opinions alone to him by way of Corollart 


together with the permiſhon to put Monſiew | 


Des Cartes his Name at the top of tis Theli 
The firſt diſpute of theſe Theſes was pet- 
form'd on the r7th of April, Regins moders 


red; and he that kept che AR was the Siew i 


Johanes de Roey, ſtill alive, who hath gotten 
himſelf a great Name by his great Writing 
and Leaming. The great Abilities of the Mo 
derator and Reſpondent ro make the nev 
Opinions Triumph, ſoon made Yoerins repeit 
of all his Condeſcentions ; he took occaſion 
upon a Tumulr, and che Peripatetique Pro 
teſſors making their Scholars to hiſs Regins 0 


take up his reſolution. again, of making hm 


lol 


Pg 
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bis Profeſlors Chair, and to Expel him 
eUniverlity.  .. 


x: Regins tO ſtand upon his own Defence, Cau- 


d 2 plain Expoſition of this firſt Diſpute to 
Printed. He demanded withal, ſome re- 
fromMonſteur Des Cartes : and {ent him 

| the Theſes or Poſitions in order as they 


wiſ$cre to -be diſputed on the 5th of May, 


ith the Remarks the Rector had made upon 
xm before he would let them paſs. Mon- 
Ir Des Cartes found nothing too unreaſona- 
e-in.the Rector's Remarks 3 but having 
elded-to the requeſt, Regins prefer'd ro exa- 
ine his Theſes without favour or aftection : 
corrected divers things which he ſhould 

» been ſorry, to have been aſcribed to 
im; for it was commonly given out and be- 
wed that Regius had no other Opinions bur 
ole of Monſteur Des Cartes. So that people 


Wit being any longer capable of thaking off 


5 Opinion, it was expedient that Moniteur 
)e:Cartes ſhould paſs nothing over to Regins, 
ut what he would adopt for his own, and 
{which he could not advantageouſly under- 


zke the Defence. | 


He began at that very time to obſerve ſom 
ds of Errour in that which Regs imagin'd 
lis own head, and chiefly in what concerns 
reaſonable Soul 3 but he was ſtill Mater 
t his Mind, and he had no caule to comp:ain 

{his docibility. h | 

The fecond "Theſes diſputed on the 5th of 
lay, made as great a ſtir as the former 3 m+- 
! other diſputes followed them all the Sum- 
N mer 


, 


The Thefis 
of Voitius 
arain!t Re- 
£145, 
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mer long, which ſerved only to heighten hiſthem 
Reputation., aud to exalſperate tne Spirits of 
the Profeſſors already prejudic'd againſt hinWnadv 
infomuch that they were reſolved -to oppoleiff the 
the Progrels of thete Noveities, and to enterfſÞot r6 
an Action in ihe Name of the Univerſity Wallin 
eainſt him and Monſieur Pes Carres, Voetiaomp 
who outwardly was pacified by the ſubmiſloFith 
of Regius, pinck'd off the Mask at laſt, anW10O 
deciared lumlelf ths Chief of his Adver{Þody 
ries, upon pretence that in {ome places of hyſpati0 
Jaſt Theſes he had ler fall fome ExprefliongW$4010 
difterent from the common Language of teliſlcal 
Schools, that he had not thewn him. 

This Proteſtant Miniſter, (having no mono 00 
fo Expect from Merlenns) who, ( for all |» com 
expected 2 Conſutation from him) ſent hin{ick, 
nothing bur a grave Reprimand for the Injffiog | 
{tice of his Carri2ze; undertook to attachfſ©xcu 
Monlteur Des Cartes in two places, firſt of al 
by Diſpute, ſetting his theſes againſt tholeig'” 
of Regizs ; anc then again by his Pen, by conſt 
futing his Writings. In quatity of Rector, 
orcered Stratenus Proftefior in Phyſick, ad 
Ravenſperger Protelior of Mathemaricks, t 0 þ 
refute all chele Novel Opinions 1n all the Pub 
lick Acts of November and December, As orc 
himſelf, he reſerved the care to oppole in thef9Þect! 
Theological At ke-pr under him, what he judp 
ed prejudicial to Religion. 

- 'The laſt Thefis of Regizs being ſuffe wit bef 

divers Queſtions that had no relation nor -M" 

erence one with another, and being ther IY\*! 

were Con.poled accorciing to the rang of! 
tem 
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em that reſponded, rather than to that of 
#1 Moderator : One of the Reſpondents had 
nadviſedly put into one of his Aſſertions, that 
Mf che Ulnion of the Soul and Body there did 
ot reſult a being per ſe, but only per accidens ; 
alling a being per accidens whatſoever was 
ompoſed of two Subſtances quite different, 
ithout denying for all that the Subſtantial 
Wlnion, by which the Soul is joyn'd to, the 
dody 3 nor yet that Aptir.- '2 or natural Incli- 
Wtion that both theſe parts have for this 
nion. Regins ſeeing theſe Expreſſions diſ- 
Wicaſled Monſieur Des Cartes, as being too 
rſh, tryed to excuſe himfe}f ro Yoerins, but 
9 no purpoſe 3 This Miniſter took occaſion 
Wrom thence to have him declared an Here- 
ick, and to get them to proceed to the turn- 
g him out of his place. In the Name of che 
xulty of Theology; that is to ſay, of him- 
Welf, his two Colleagues Carolus Demarin: and 
$W/41rardus Schotanus, and of the Paſtors of the 
ity, he ordair'd: that the Students in. Divi- 
MWicy ſhould abſtain from the Lectures of Re- 
iss, as from Dogma's and Tenets pernicious 

0 Religion. Then he cauſes ſome Thetis to 
de Printed, which were to be maintain'd in 
December againſt the Paradoxes of rhe ee per 
ccidens in Man 3 of the Motion of che Earth, 
nd againſt the Opinion that difallows Su5/# ar- 
ial Forms, , His Deſign was to ger them {1gned 
beforehand by ,the rwo other Profeſiors in 
Divinity, and by all Divines whatſoever, who 
were either Miniſters or Treachers in the 
City, and then to cepure ſome Perions ro the 
N 2 Ma$- 
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Magiſtracy, to give them notice that Reg 
thould be condemned by a Confi(tory or Fey 
cleſiaſtical Aſſembly ; ro the end, that tlelfl;, 
Magitſtracy might not- lawfully. diſpenſe wit 

his not being removed from the Chair. 

Regins having had an inkling of what t 
were contriving, againſt him , goes -preſent| 
ro tel! Monſter Vander Hoolck of it, who wall 
one-of the -Conſuls that prorected him, and 
an intimate Friend of Monfteur Des Carte: 
The Conſul ſent word to thtRector Yoeti 
ordered. him to Corre& his Theſes, to lene 
ont the Title, and whatſoever might conceal 
the reputation of Regius. The Rector, win 
was to fit Moderator at theſe Theſes, beingi 
2 quandary at the Conſul's order, ſpoke nit 
one word more either of the Confiſtory, > 
ſigning ; yet becauſe the Paſlages of the The 
{es's that related to Regins and Des Cartes wet 
already Printed, arid becauſe they were td 
defended the next day 3 he made uſe of thy 
pretence ro Cloak his Diſobedience and 
Intenſtons. 

Theſe Theſes's were defended the 18 
22th, and 24th of Decermber. The Reſpot 
dent whole Name was Lambert W atexlaet. (ig: | 
nalized himſelf full as -much as the Profeſſor 
in oppoling theſe new Opinions, defence 
with an equal heat by the Opponents ; who 
were alimo't all Regius his Diſciples. 
Profeſlor ſeeing himſelf rowards the endl 
little roo much Put to it by one of the Opp 
nents who urged the Argument home, ad 
wpuld not be put off witty his Ketponls: 

, o W 
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vas not able to extricate himſelf, but by 
ing Que of ſpite, That rhoſe who did- not like 
tte be ordinary way of Philoſophy, might expeft ana- 
Wilber Monſieur Des Cartes, as the Jews ex- 
ified their: Elias, who ſhould teach them all 
So 
VII. Yoetins (eem'd to triumph over the 4 Srorm 
Whew Philoſophy, during che Three days of the of 4 
Wublick At. Bur Regivsforeſceing that if he jus. 
'Mhould hold his congue, many would think him 
nquered indeed, and onthe other hand, tliat 
ef he wentabour tro defend himſelf by Pub- 
J jo Fheles and Acts, they would not fail co 
virown his Voice by Hiſſings, Hammings, and 
Uapping of - Hands, as they did at his laſt 
(| of the 8th of December; ingaged to 
iſwer in writing Yoetias his Theſes's. He 
nds his Anſwer to Monf. Des Cartes to be 
W:2mined, informing him by the way, that 
the Spirits were more and more incenſed a- 
inf hin; and that Conſul Yarder Hoolck's 
Ivice was, that he had better be filenc. 
Monſieur Des Carre# being joform'd by Co- 34. Des Cor- 
nel "Alfonſo of what had happen'd at Urrechr,## his ad- 
Regius underſtand that he was of the Con- 719 ©9 #e- 
Mus mind 3 Thar his opinion ever was, that ©*** 
We ſhould by no means proponnd new Opi- 
"08s, 25 New, but by retaining the name-and 
pearance of old ; one ſhonſd be content to 
Itroduce new Reaſons, and uſe all means, 
It to make them be liked: What ſignified it, 
ys he, for you to go ſo publickly to rejefF Sub- 
lantial Forms and Real Qualities 2 Don't you 
all ra Mind that [ did d-clare in expreſs tern 
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in my.' Treatiſe of Meteors, that I did not rei 
them, and that 1 did not pretend to deny they 
but only that they were not neceſſary th exylg 
my Conception, and that 1 could without the 


make my Reaſon! be apprehended #.If_you 
raken this courſe, none of your Auditors m 
have revolted to the contrary ſide, and you (ki 
n0t have procur d you any Adverſaries, 

But ſetting aſide blaming what cannot be help 
you muſt think, of redeeming your time, and 
prove what is to come; it is incumbent upon 
now to defend with the greatefſ# Modeſty you a 
capable of that which is true in what you" ih 
propo/d, and to Corrett without being wedatd: 
your Opinion, that which did not appear ſo to 
or what is ill expreſt, being perſwaded that thin 
1s nothing more Commuedable, nor more becommn 
4 Philoſopher, than a ſincere Acknowledgment 
his Faults. ke 

Theſe Remonſtrances, back'd by the a 
vice of Conſul Yander Hoolck , Counſellou 
Vaz Leew", Colonel Alfonſo, and Profelia 
Emilius could not alter the reſolution of is 

Kegiins 3 who thought, that if his Anſwer did 1 
good to the Pablick, yet it would at leaſt! 
of great uſe to his Scholars M. Des Cant 

| being concern'd at his obſtinacy , thoughti 
neceflary to make uſe of ſome Cadena Nl 

' *-- not to difcourage him, -and having corre 
his Writings upon his reiterated Intreatiss 
he drew up a new Proje& of an Anſwer ful 
of obliging Expreſſions, and Praiſes of Yoetins 
he flouriſhed with 'formula's of reſpect for 0 
thers, 2nd modeftly for himſelf; this _ 
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MS 
f an Anſwer, wich Matter , Reaſons, and 

20s and Manners of *fiiling it up, are |till 

naining amongſt his Letters, as one of che 

reſt Monuments of his Meeknefs and Pru- 

ance 3 yet altho' he had obſerved ro him 
freſh thae bis (ilence would ſtand him in more 

22d than all the Anſwers in the World, yet 

muſt go and publiſh his Writing ; the fac- 

Wels whereof anſwered the- fears and appre- 
henfions that men had of it. 

They made people believe it was no better Yotius cru- 
an a Libel 11 effect, Printed wichout the ferh the 

lagiltrates Order, diſtributed by a remon- 7? < _ 
firant Bookſeller, againſt the: honoue- of- the «7,2 * 
Reftor of the Univerſity in'general, and of 

Wihe Proteſtant Religion it ſelf. Yoerins ob- 
. Wiaind, that the Judge of- the Ciry Govern- 
\Mmonc ſhould ſeize al} the Copies of them ; 
}nbich making the Book more ſcarce, and to 
be more eagerly . inquired after, did fo pro- 
Mvoke the Recor, that having got on his fide 
ſethe greateſtparr of the Profeſfors of the Uni- 
-Mf verſity, and Senators of the City Counſel, he 
obtain'd a Decree from the- Magiſtrates, and _ 
after that a Judgmenr of che Univerſity againſt * - 
the New Philofophy ; ſtrialy tro charge and 
forbid Regizs nor to read or teach publickly 
ny thing but Phyſick or Medicine, and not to 
old any private Conferences. 

Regiux diſpatcht all 'theſe Proceedings to 
Monkeur Des Cartes the 3tft of March 1642 ; 
ſending him the Decree of the Magiſtrates 
of the 15th of che (aid Month, together with 
the Judgment and Definitive Sentence of the 


N 4 Uni- 
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[niverſity, and the Thefes of young Yotilff 
the Rector's Son. Monſieur Des Cartes (ei 
him word back again, That as for the Thelgoi' 
chey might be waved, nay, and the Judgmengſers 
of che ny too, being an A&t both condiſÞe | 
trary«to the due Courſe of Law, and irreg 1 
lar-: But asfor the Detree of the Magiſtrate 
it was not the fame caſe ; . for the Senate | 
iflued it our only to. be freed from the Impor# 
cunities of Yoerius and his Colleagues ; he x 
viſed him to ſtick cloſe to the Decree accord: 
ding to the Lerrer, and to teach nothing butlif 
Medicine according to Galen and Hippocrate 
« addingg« That Truth wonld not be long bee 
ſhe would have ſome or other to enquire aft 
her, whereloever ſhe was. | 
Notwithſtanding,Yoetius 1)l-ſatisfied at thek 
Proceedings, writ, made his Son and Diſciple 
write again(t; Reghis, His Son publithed bl 
Theſes in favour of Subſt antial Forms, and 
rerlaet Printed a Pamphlert intituled,Prodromus 
as if it had been the fore-runner of that h6 
prepar'd for the Prels, tho'- Fortune was 
' , Not fo favourable to him as to ſutceed 
#4 his Deſign, For ſeeing that all Honeſt Ma 
were but ill ſatisfied with his Behaviour atF* 
Utrecht, and that ſending it to Leiden, to get 
it Printed there, under the Directions of 4 
Renegado Monk z the Recor of that Uni 
verlity, Golins by Name , ſuppres'd it before 
it wgs quice finithed, and the Monk took him 
to his heels. . 
VliI. The good News that Monſieur De 
Caries received at that time touching he gogl 
ucce 


7 —- 2 <> Rae WE ee we oo. oo a 44 a. _” -- W/W - 
” 


very 


* 
41 «| 
| Cor 
rep 


[ 


Silly among(t the Fathers of the Oratory, the 
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ices of his Philoſophy in France, and eſpe- 
iverſal approbation of whom he had gain'd, 
zyed a little tro blow over the Mortification 
&e roet with at Uereche. 

The Jeluices ſeemed and appear'd ſomewhat 
nore divided amongſt themſelves. Some of 
hem were content to like his Principles and 
teaſonings, or to praiſe his good Intentions 
nd Endeavours without going any further. 
G there were, who without more adoe, 


Wmbraced his Philoſophy , and declared that 


Whey were followers of the ſame. No man 


er went farther than Father Yatier, who 
jd him in plain terms, that he did wonder- 
ly, approve of whatſoever he had writ, with- 


Woe excepting his Explanation of che Eucha- 


it 3 and Father Mefland to do honour to his 


'hſtilolophy, Compoled an Abridgmenr of his 


ſetaphylical Meditations , . put them into a 


;Wcholaſtick tile, and intelligible co the mea- 
eMnelt Capacity: 


Cartefianiſm made mighty progreſs in the 
#mpaiſy- of the "Jeſuits, not only in Flar- 
rs,. but in France it ſelf, under the Pro- 


-(Fiecion of two Principal Perſons of that Or- 


ler; I mean, of Father Charler, French A{- 


The favou- 
rable ſenti- 
ments of 

the Farhers 
o-the Ora- 
cory and 

Jelunces, for 
M Des Cart, 
philoſophy, 


fitant to the General at Rome.z and of Fa-. 


ther-Diner. Provincial of the Jeſuites at Pars, 
afterward Confeſlor to King Lews XIII. who 
bonoured Monſfeur Des Carrtes with their 
Eſteem and Friendſhip, and encouraged him 
© g0 on with his Work; 


f | But 
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Fach. Bow- But 2mong(t ſo many Friends and Adni 


din writ a- 
gainſt rhe 


rers that he might reckon among the 


\edita- « ſurtes , you Cannot chooſe but imagine þ 


nons, 


* there mult be ſome envious Perſon thiat ſpy 
iK of his Writings , and decry'd him, a 
whiſpered their ciſlike-of his Works. Fathe 

Bourdin behaved himſelf more cordially a 


fincerely towards him, ever {ince his diſpu 


upon D1oprriques have made him his Ant 
gonit.. © | 
He was pleaſed to attack him openly; | 
certain Objections he framed againſt his 
ditations ; yet. proteſting nevertheleſs, 
he would not infringe the Laws of Friendſhip t 
was between them , nor yet the Rules of I 
corum and Civility that is prattiſed amongſt 
Learned. © £2 
Monſieur Des Cartes pretending he had ng 
ſtrictly performed his Conditions 3 ,belidest 
Anſwer he gave to his Obje&ions , writ 
Father Dizee, who was ſtil Provincial, a loaf 
Letter in the nature of a Diſſertation, ro cc 
plain cf them: Wherein alſo he gave a 
{cription of the Troubles Which happe 
Utrecht ; and laid open Voetins 1N all his ſubdl 
Incrigues; The colours he. made. uſe of 0 
Paint him, proved ſeeds of new Diſconter 
which he was likely toreap in procels of time 
upon the account of Yoerius and his Cabal- Bu 
' the trouble he received from Father Bourdn, 
iflued in a fair reconciliation , accompani 
with a ſolid laſting friendſhip. 
Father” Bourdin's Piece againſt the Medite 
tions; with Monſ(teur Des Cartes his Aviv 
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nd Letter to- Father Diner, was Printed under 
Title of the Seventh Obje&ions, at the end 

of the Second Iatine Edition of che Medita- 


Wions, which was, put out at Amſterdam, * 


n 1642. | . 

IX. From Eaſter of the year foregoing, M. Drs Cy. 
Monſieur Des Cartes ſojourned in the Caftle of ## lives ar 
7 Village called Einadegeeſ# or Enaegeſt, half a Po _— 

2gue from Leiden, by the Sea-{ide, one Of jive g:rs 
he moſt pleaſant Situations in all Holand. acquain- 
There he received Viiits more willingly than cc wuh 
he had done elſewhere ; whether becauſe his 
Age and Diſputes. had humanized more than 
formerly, or becauſe ic became him to granc 

"mething to the report of his reputation, and 
yield fo the delightſomnels of his abode,is not 
much material ; bur he was there viſited in 
the year 1642. by Samutl Sorbiere 4 Provincial, 
aman of parts, and very inquiſitive to under- 
ſand the Virtues and Vices- of the - Learned 
of his time. He thought he muſt ſtudy and 
pratice Monſieur Des Cartes more in his Con- 
verſation, then Books ;, But our Philoſopher 
deing a man of few words, ſpoil'd his detign; 
and albeic he hath ſpoken very well of him, 
yer after al}, we muſt confeſs that his great 
defire to do M. Gafſtndus a Kindneſs , and to 

them at odds rcogerher, hath made him 
commit abundance of Injugice in reſpect of 
ur Des Cartes. Cats 


 Regins was not of that Spirit ; he had other Reeius and 
oncerns that made him render frequent Viſirs #7 *< 
, « . . One a!0- 

6 "Monſ. Des Cartes at Eindegeeſt, which he ther at Fig. 


w » 
took for his School. There ic was he got ac- arg]. 
| quain- 
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quaintance with Abbot Picor, who at the lu 
ter end of the year was come to (ee our. Phil, 
ſopher, in the company of the Abbot Tax 
lay the younger , who was a kind of 
cretary to him, in Anſwering for him the 
Queſtions of Phiſicks and Mathematicks tha 

t were put to him. ; 

——_— In the mean time the Duke de Luizeo, for 
of the Me- £0 benefit of all Frenchmen, tranſlated Mon- 
ditations, fieur Des Cartes his Meditations into the vulgar 

Tongue. Monſieur Clerſeiier, one of the mol 
zealous and vertuous Friends of Monſieur Dr 
Cartes, incouraged by this Example, tranſlated 
another, of the Objeions and Anſwers a 
nex'd : Theſe two -Tranfſlations were ſent ty 
Monfteur Des Carts to be Peruſed and Corrs 
ted a long time before ; which he did with 
that exanels, that he made them even better }%.*? 
taan his Latine. : 
Patius his X. Whil{ Monſieur Des Cartes his Friends 
curanweg that were in France came in Crouds to Einde- 
Eur Dy ££c5t» where they kneiy he made himſelf more 
Certcs, Viſible than in other places ; the Enemies to 
his Philoſophy; carried on their deſign at 
UVrirecht, Voetins now grown weary in writing 
Libels and Pamphlets againſt ir,and hisPerſon 
and Regius, did corrupt a young Profeflor 
Groninguen, called Scboockius, who had formerly 
been one of his Scholars, to put Pen to Payer, 
or at leaſt to lend him hisNams, with a deſign 
ro make the World believe, that Monſieur 
Des Cartes had other Enemies beſides him. 
He had a new Book in the Preſs at Utr 
againſt him, 'and finding that they- (ent _ 
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weets.to Monſieur Des Cartes tg. be refiiced 

cording as, they Printed them, he pur the 

apy of it into the hands of Schoockijus, defi- 
ng him to take care of it,8& cauſed him to put 
"Wis Name to it, on purp®ſe ro cauſe Monſieur 

We: Cartes to be condemned of Precipitation ; 
nd that then he Sight handle him as a Slande- 

x 2nd an Impoſtor that father'd other mens 
ooks upon him. | 

In che Interim there happened an accident Agaioſt the 

t made a diverſion to this Libel and its re- _—_ _=_ 
tarion, by another Libel that Yoetius writ, 1741,” 
ache interval of the Impreſſion, againſt the giertoh. 
pUrgelies of Boſltduc or the Buſſe : that 15s 

21nſt che Fraternity of our Lady of the Ro/a- 

; Which ſince the reducing of this City, be- 
ame common to Proteſtants and Papiſts, by 
mn Agreement of State: Policy. * Deſmarers the 

miſter, confuted it by an Order from the 
Burgeſſes of Boſleduc z but , ſeeing he writ 

ther for them , than againſt Yoetius, Mpn- 
eux Des Carres took upon him to ſupply this 
laſt Point z and by that means gain'd the 

eem of the. Chief Men of Boſtedsc, and 

le particular Acquaintance of Deſmarers, al- - 
beit his intent. was not to court the, Prote- 
Rants, but to do a piece of good Service to 
the Catholick Religion. He never put him- 
elf to the trouble,' ro make a Treatiſe cf ic 
Wart 3 bur- he put this Writing juſt afcer the 
refutation of the other Libel, which was to 
dear Schoockirs his Name, and he went on |, 
with the refutation after the writing concern- 
Ing the Fraternity,juſt as if it had been bur one 
ag the ſame Work. . Als 
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The Bock XI. The Book that Schoockius cauſed tohs 
of Vottius & Printed by the Order and DireCtions of #, 
Schoork/if  1ius, did not appear in Utrecht till March ut 
7 ct, under the double title of Philoſophia Carteſs 
| ſrve admiranda methods Renati Des Cartes. Thi 
Author affeted an Equivocation in+both Hi 
tles, that he might the more ſecurely decei 
thoſe, by whom. he was afraid he; ſhould bhi 
- .*refured. The Book was uſhered in by a le 
Preface, againſt Monſieur Des Cartes his Le 
ter to Father Dine!, which YVoetius had got tt 
be <condemned in the Conſfiſtory , as bei 
very injurious to. the Reformed Religion 
' and to the Principal Miniſter of the City. 
M. D's Cay A few days$after, there was ſeen at 4 
tes his An- fterdam Monſieur Des Cartes his Anſwer, u 
——_ tituled,; Epi/tola Renati Des Cartes ad Celebem 
mum virum D,Gisbertum Voetium, in 40 ex4 ; 
nantur duo libri nuper pro Voetio Vitrajetht i 
editi, wins de Confraternitate Mariana , alter 
P hiloſophia Carteſiana. The Book, tho' pretty 
ſhort, was divided into Nine Parts: 'whucd 
the Author did not judg= neceſſary to cot 
ned by any rational ſequel. The Firſt, Thur 
Fifth, Eighth and Ninth, contains the { 
{wer to the Book of Carreſian Philoſophy, C 
of the admirable Method, The Sixth , is 
Ex3mination of 4 Book againſt the Frats 
nity of our Lady of- Boſleduc z The Second 
* and Seventh, are a kind of particular Informs 
tion concerning Yoerires his Carriage and Cor 
duct. The Fourth is the Judgmeac paſs d upol 
his Books and Doctrine. | 
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This Work was by Yoetins carried' to the Procecd- 
viſtrates, together with the Letter to Fa- es at ©- 
er Diner, as two Libels, ſcandalous and in- 7 + 
rious to a Miniſter of the- Goſpel. © He ob- 5, us. 
and an Atof the Magiſtrates, June the 23d, 
Which he caus'd co be proclaim'd at the ring 
2 Bell. Monſieur Des Carres perceiving by 
Wis ame AR, that not only his two Writings 
tre condemn'd 3 but that he himſelf was 
mmon'd in publickly to juſtifie- them be- 
Wore Perſons that were not competent Judges, 
lwer'd this Publication by a Dutch Paper, 
ated 7uly 6. at Egmondehoef ,' whether he 
ent to ſojourn the Firſt of ay, quitting 
& Neighbourhood of Leiden. He pffter'd 
mhwith to juſtifie whatſoever he had ad- 
ced in his two Writings 3 altho' he thought 
himſelf 1iable to be. judged by that Court. 
erinsthat could prove nothing elſe againſt 
im, faying only chat he had farther'd the 
book that bore Schoockius his name upon him, 
wborning five Witneſſes all exceptionable by 
onlieur Des Cartes, and-to depoſe upon an 
Action of Calumny and Defamation, obtain'd 
*entence againſt Monſieur Des Carres the 23d 
if September , ten days after he cauſed him 
woe warn'd in before the [Magiſtrate as 
wity. 
Monfienr Des Cartes had no warning of all s Checehtss 
ele Proceedings till rowards the middle of PIT 
Wfober, now not knowing that they had gone Dear xa 
Id far in the buſine(s ; nor that they had vio- xi:gr 
red all the forms of Juſtice in the Cauſe, 
| i be learnt afterwards ; he made vſe of the 
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Authority of the P. of Orange, by means « 
Monſieur De la Thuillerie the French Ambaſfi 
dor, to redre(s this diſorder. , The Prince q 
Orange cauſed the . Proceedings of the 
Magiſtrates to be ſtopt by the States of t 
particular 'Province of Urrecht. Now Mt 
fieur Des Cartes, underſtanding that Schooch 
for to favour Yoerius, had declared hinelf { 
Author. of the Book that went under |} 
Name, took occaſion to cite him to appe 
perſonally at Groninguen, before his own 
tural Judges, there to Anſwer in his 0 
Name , for the Calumniating Monſieur I 
Cartes, that was laid to his Charge, and when 
with this Book was ſtufft. : | 

XIT & XII. The Vexation that ſei 
Voetius for- the bad ſucceſs of his Intrigue 
produced a new Libel he put fomth (hort 


after again(t his Metaphyſical Meditations, mſhi 
Ger the counterfeit name of Theophilus CoſmiMerte 


polita; the Piece died (o ſoon as it was bore a 

the reaſon was, becauſe the Publick-was ter 
ritied not only at the extravagancy of ti pn 
Stile, and the groſsnels of the Abuſles ; but Th 
alſo, becaule of the Cheat and Impoſfure chain | 
conſ{picuoutly reigned from the beginning tofffilcre 
the ending. It” 
* taflancs Tt fared quite otherwiſe with the . nenias | 
or Reply of Piece Gaſſenaus had lately Compoſed, uncetWho. 
M- Gaſen- the title of Inſtances for making a Reply t0iſkal; 
ria the Antwer Monſieur Des Cartes had madeiſeu 
to his Objections touching the Meditation 4 
The Author had divulged it, and feat ſr fi 
from hand to hand in #ar, before he - ny 
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off to Monſieut Sorbiere, to get it Ptinted !n 


mferdam. 
Wonlſour Des Cartes had timely notice of it, 
not being endowed with the Gift of Difſ1- 
lation.z he goes,without thinking any harm, 
diſcover . to Monſieur Sorbiere what his 
zoughts were concefning ſuch-like dealing as 
is; lictle thinking he ſpoke to M. Gaſſendus 

s Spy, whom he took into his Houle as his 
end ; he declared to him: ſomewhat too 
nkly , that he had /Monfieur Gaſſendus in 

s thoughts, when, he complain'd of ſome, 
let bus Enemies ſecretly read, what they writ 
inſt bir. Sorbiere who was the Sollicicor 
the Cauſe, ſnarch'd at this Declaration, and 
ting the worſt Conſtruction he could be- 

ink himſelf of upon it; 'whereby to blaſt 
aſendss his reputation 3 he ſent it him, fi1gni- 

wg to him by the: by , that whereas Des 
ates took it_ ill that he ſhould conceal his 

ph ances.or Reply z it was but meet he ſhould 

ſc hi theSarisfaRion to ſee them appear 

© PaDHCK:.. . , + | 
Sf Thereupon Gaſſendss ſends him his Copy, 
und left the diſpoſing thereof wholly to his 
(cretion, withour obligihg him fo aoy thing 

t' only ta. call to mind that his writing 

$ only intended for ſuch of their Friends 

Io could not abide that Monſieur Des Cartes 

ld brag for having had. Adverſaries. Mon- 
Fur. Sorbiere cauſed the Work to be printed 
Anſterdam, together with the diſqui{ition 
W tirſt Objections againſt the Medication and 
wer of Monheur Des C artes. Nay, and he 

© Compoſed 
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Compoſed a Preface to boot, in the Pringyenc 
Name, wherein he beſpatter'd onr Philo 
pher as much as he thought good, "with 
expoſing himſelf openly to his diſpleaſure, 
Regius incenfed at this fo diſobliging cart 
of Sorbiere, did what in him Jay to anir 
Monſieur Des Cartes againſt Monfieur G + 
das his Inſtances,, and to perſwade himwa8 
they were full of rancopr and affront. Tt 
were reproaches otherwiſe contrary to 
CharaRer of this Author's Spirit, - | 
Monſieur Des Cartes did all he could tot®® 
- dervalue theſe Inſtances, and to forbear rai 
ing them, for fear leſt he might there nai 
with- matter for an Anſwer , and by wll* 
- means, an occafion of prolonging the Quan 
he had had enough of. Having learnt inal 
one of his Friends, that the Piece"deſanagt'® 
an Anſwer, he was willing to promiſe al”:* 
yer he deferr'd the: performing 1t; till 
the Editionof his Principles then in the Prelif 
his Voyage into France, and after his new 
at Groninguen, Which wasta be tryed anda”; 
"He tad bopes to ſee thefiniſhing of che 
Sobiereputs He had hopes to fee the fini of thel 
M.Gaſ: preſſion off his Principles, before he took 
aus aud M. Togrney. But the tediouſheſs of rhoſe't 
_ Graved the Figures, obliged him to leavet 
| "to M. Schooten , and depart in Company ;-* 
Monſieur de Ville Breſſieux the Firſt of Mollie ®* 
puttiog his Cauſe ding at Groningen, © 
to ſuch a poſture, that it was not like 
create him the leaſt trouble or ſarprize : Fro. © 
Bgmond de Hoef he came to Leiden, il*® 
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ence. to- Amfexdam, and then paſd through 
She Hegpe. to take leave of bis Friends. : 
"FX Moalieur Sorbiere, who feigned himſelf to 
xz one.of that Number, expected him there 
wply'd with ſuch Arms as he had required of 
 Geſſendus, to aflault him about his opinion 
f «Vacuum. Monſieur Des Cartes was armed ' 
Sith che patience to Anſwer all his Difficul- 
ies, without complaining of the unſeaſonable- 
£{ of the time, whereby he was ſtraicen'd. 
Sorbiere having ſpent his whole ſtock of 
\mmunition againſt him, could not for ſhame 
Sez any new Arguments touching a Yacuum 
fM&aſſexdus,but ſought out other Subjects to 
lapue and quite weary Monſieur Des Cartes 
ae of his Skin 3 applying himſelf rather to 
dd what co objec, than to comprehend whar 
Anfver., was given him. "The next day he 
mites to M. Gafſendus, to give him an account 
f whatever he trad performed againſt Mon- 
eur Des Cartes to be ſerviceable td him ; yea, 
Wand he ſet them ſo very much at variance, that 
they were very ſhy of one anothers Company, 
Wnd treated one another with a great deal of 
difference for a pretty while , -withour - ſo 
much as careing to ſee one another when they 
were th in Pars, 
XIV. Elziver perceiving the Impreffion of 
monl. Des Cartes his Principles to be brought 
amolſt co a Concluſion If intreated the Aut OF The Latine 
b permit him at the ſame time to Print the Tranſlation 
Latine Tranſlation of his Eſlays, which Fo- Ab _ 
rieners that had no knowledge of the French ;;5..; 
Longue earneſtly longed for. Monf, Exrcelen 
2 was 


, * 
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was Author of this Tranſlation 3 who delirrcnr 
Monſteur Des Carres to review it, before. 
zave leive to publiſh- it. He did (0, al.» 
w:thal took occaſion to take another tou 
ſome of his Notions, and to make ſome Alts 
rations in his Original, Infomuch that the 
Tranſlations have as great an advantage as th 
of his Principles, which ſurpafles the Origin 
in Pry Now M. Curcellens tr; {hated 
nothing but his Diſcourfe de Methods, and ti 
\Treatife of Djoptriques and Meteors. 
did not meddle with Geometry z whetherhs 
judged it above his reach, or whether he had 
notice that M7 Schooten. had undertaken t 
| tranſlate it, we know not. _ 
A Vozaze * Monſieur Des Carres embarked ant (et (ai 
wo F282. fram Holand,to the great ſorrow of his friends 
fearing the great Obſlacles that might” hinder 
his return 3; but eſpecially they feared the re- 
ſentment of the Indignities committed in re- 
ſpec of him,by-the Magiſtrates and Profeſion 
of Utrecht. He arrived at Pars towards the 
latter end of Fuze, and went to lodge at Ab 
bot Picet's tn the Rue des Ecouffes, He departed 
- fronthence for Orleans the 12th of Fuly, from 
* whence he went down the Loire to Blow, to 
Monheur de Beaune's Houſe, who was a Couty 
ſel in the Prefdial ; from thence to Towrs, t0 
Abbor de ;Toxchelay Junior's Houſe, in the 
Abſence ofthe Elder Brother. There he {ee 
a great many of his Friends and Acquaintance, 
and fome of his Relations. Afﬀeer that he 
pals'd' to Nantez, and fo to Rernes 3 from 
whence, accompaited with his two Brefhre 
Counſel 


'T 
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iCamfeliorsin Parliament, he went: to Crevuis 
the Dioceſe. of St. 44alo, to his Brothers in- 
W ng Rogiers a Widdower, who 
Clin his-Siſter Fane Des Carte: ; there they 
| laid their heads together, how to ſettle and 
OMMmOdare . their Domeſtick Afﬀairs. He 
als to go from thence to Kerltan near  annes, 
vo his Eideſt Brother's Houſe, and then to Cha- 
nes in the Dioceſe of Nantes to his Younger 
Frother's. Afcer that he went as far as Poido, 
won no other Errand than he did in Britagne, 
Wo viſit his Friends and Relations; and. fo 
ang back to Pars towards the middle of 
WTODer. 


_ —— _— 


BOOK VII 
© Frop 1644 till 1650. 


"ow_ 


.&IL. T his Arrival, he found the Edi- 


AND tion of his Principles, and the 
Latine Tranflatiori of his Effays finiſhed, and 
be Copies come out of Holand, The Trea- 
ile of Principles did not come out, neither wn 
mt Piece he called his World; nor his Courſe 
Philoſophy ; both of which were ſuppretsd. 

had 'a mind to divide them into other 
ts 1"The Firſt of which contains rhe Prin- 
ples of Humane Knowledge, which ane may 
al - che firſt Philoſophy or Meraphylicks : 
In it hath very much relation and con- 
Kx10n With his Medttations. 


An Econ 
of his Prin- 
ciples ct 


hiloſophy. 
P 9. 
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\ The Second contains what is-moſt gene 
in Philoſophy, and the Explanation of chef? 
Laws of Nature, and of the principlesof ox. 
tural things, the Proprieties-of Bodies, Spit 
and Motion, &c. ) 1 
The Third contains a particular Explanatig 
of the Syſtem of the World, and more elpy 
cially- of what we mean by the Heavens a 
Celeſtial Bodies. - | 
The Fourth contains whatſoever belongst 
the Earth. Fe | 
That which is rhoſt remarkable in thy 
Work, is, That the Author after having fl 
of all eſtablithed the diſtin&ion and difleteneli 
he purs berween the Soul and the Body, whe 
he hath laid down, for the Principles of 
poreal things, bigneſs, figure and local motion; 
all which arethings in themſelves fo clear an 
intelligible, that they are granted and” rect 
ved by every one whatſoever; he harh found 
out a way to explainall Nature in a manne 
and ro give a reaſon of the moſt wonde l 
Effects, withouraltering the Principles ; ye: 
and without being inconſiſtent wich himſelf 
any thipg whatſoever. - 
Yet had he noc the preſumption for alltha 
to believe he had hit upon the explication ol 
all natural thzogs, eſpecially ſuch that do ndt 
fall under our ſenſes, in the ſame manner x 
they really and truly are in themſelves. 
ſhould go ſomething indeed , if he could but 
come the neareſt that it was poſſible to lik 
hood or verifimilitude, to which others be 
fore him could never reach ; and if he codld 
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bring the matter about, rhat, whatſoever 
2d” written ſhoold exaRtly agree with all. 


'Whe 's of Nature, this he judged 


aficient for the uſe of Life, the profic and 


nefit of which ſeems to be the main and 
 Waly end one ought ro propoſe to himſelf in 


«chanicks, Phyſick, or Medicine ; ang in 
T Arts that may be brought to perfection 


by the help of Phylick or natural Philoſo- * 


"Yar of all things he hath explained, there'is 


. Wot one of them that doth nor ſeem at leaſt 
moral Trim in reſpect of the profit of life, 
notwit 


ſtanding they may be uncertain in re- 


"Wet of the* abſolute Power of God: Nay, 


hereare ſeveral] of them thac are abſolutely,or 


.Mmore chan morally certain z. ſuch as are Ma- 
Mthematical Demonſtrations, and thoſe evidenc 


rtiocinations he hath framed concerning the 


\Mf exiſtetice of material. things. Nevertheleſs, 


be was indued with that Modeſty., as no 


W where to affume che authority of poſitively 


Scacing, or'ever to affert any thing for un- 
I "3 2a 

Altho' what he intended to offer, under the 
Name of Princiþles of Philoſophy;was brought 


W to thar Concluſton, thar one could nor lawfully 


nor reaſonably require more for the perfefing 
his deſign ; yet did it give ſome cauſe to his 
Friends, to hope to ſee the Explication of all 
other things, which made people ſay, That his 
Phyſick was not compleat. He promiſed him- 
If likewiſe to explain after the ſame manner, 
the natufe- of other _ particular on, 
4 at 


Elizab!th 
Princes 
Palatine of 
the Ri, 
* one of h:s 
Þuctples. 
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chat belong to the Terreſtgial Globe z as, 
nerals, Plants, Animals, and Mes in particyec he 
lar 3 After which , he propoſed 'to -himſelfolor 
(according as God ſhould pleaſe to ſengrhaliffieire 
out his days) to treat with the ſame exactneii 
of all Phyſick or Medicine,of Mechanicks, ay 
of the whole Doctrine of Morality or Ethi 
whereby to preſent the World with an entir 
Body of Philoſophy. | | 
He dedicated his Book of Principles to his 
moſt1/luſtrious Diſciple, the Princeſs Palatinf 
FElizabeth,Eldeſt Daughter to thar Unfortunate 
Prince Frederick V, Eleor Palatine,” choſe 
King of Bohemia, The: Princeſs had bee 
Educated in the Knowledge of abundance of 
Languages , and in whatſoever Learning is 
compriſed under the name of Littere huma-! 
niores, Or Politiores ; bat the elevation of, and” 
profoundnels of her. genius and natural parts 
would not ſuffer her to dwell long theſe 
Arts, by which the greateſt Wits of her Sex, 
who are ſatisfied with deſiring to ſeem Tome- 
body, are commonly limited. She defir'd to 
proceed ta thoſe parts of Learning, that the 
{trongeſt Application of Men had advanced,an 
accompliſh'd her ſelf with, and became a great 
proficient in Philoſophy and Mathemarticks; WW 
till ſuch time as ſeeing the Eflays of Monhieur 
Des Cates his Philofophy, ſhe conceived ſuch Vy 
high e{teem and affection for his DoAtine,that I' 
ſhe looks upon 411 ſhe had learn'd till that time I] Q 
as good 25 nothing ; and fo pur her ſelf uncer a 
his Tuition for to raile a new Structure upon f 
ns Princip!es. x 


There- 
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Thereupon ſhe ſends to him, to «come and 
' jet; ghar (he might drink in the true Phij- 
ophyar- the Fountain Head ; and the great 
wmifre to do her Service nearer, was one of 
he reaſons that drew him to Leiden & to Ein- 
uſo. Never did Maſter more happily im- 
Wrove the docibiliry, aptneſs, penetration, and 
refWrichal che ſolidity of a Scholar's Mind. Ha- 
ng accuſtomed her in(en(ibly to the profound 
xitation of the grand Myſteries of Nature, 
xd ſufficiently. exerciſing of her in the-moſt 
trated Queſtions of Geometry, and the 
noſt ſublime ones of Metaphylicks. There 
72500 longer any thing abitruſe or myſterious 
) her;and he ingeniouſly confeſlech apd own- 
1, that he had not yet mef with any beſides 
. Wer (he excepted Regims in another place) that 
er arrived at a perfect underſtanding of the 
Works he had publiſhed cill that time. By 
this Teſtynony that he bore to the extraordi- 
tary Capacity of the Princeſs, he intended ro 
diſtinguith her from thoſe who were not able, 
to apprehend his Metaphyſicks , altho' they 
might have ſome inſight into Geometry z and 
om thoſe that were not able ro underſtand 
Geometry , altho* crhey might be pretty 
well vers'd in Metapiiics Truths: 
"She continued to Philoſophiſe with him 
os, fill a certain Accident obliged her 
to abſent herſelf from the Preſence of che 
Queen of Bohemia her Mother, and to quit her 
abode in' Holland for Germany - then ſhe chan- 
her Acquaintance into an Intelligence 
y Letter , which ſhe kept afoot with biews 
| | Y 
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by the Miniſtery of the Princeſles her "8 


III. According to the meaſures M.Des Cari 
had taken upon his retarn_from Poidtoy, wif... < 
reach Holand before the. Froſt , he reduc 
himſelf ro the neceſſity of ſaying no longeliſM.. c 
than Ten or Twelve days-in Pars. Thy. 
were all taken up in continual Viſits thatha.. ; 
was fain to pay his Friends he had neva. 
ſeen {ince the Siege of Rochelle, and to tholglh,.. 
his reputation had acquired him in his a 
ſence. 

His greateſt care was, to be ſure to vilit th 
Jeſaites of the Colledge of Clermont , when 
was performed the laſt Ceremonies'-of his wiſh; 
conciliaFfon to Father Bow-din, his old Adver; 
ſary z who, that, his friendſhip might be active 
and not conliſt in a parcel” of words, ofter(i 
to be his Correſpondent for the Letrershe 
ſhould ſend to the Fathers of the Company i 
" any Province of the Realm, and into Id 

and alſo for thoſe that he ws to receive 
from them. - .. Ins 

He viſited alſo, beſides the Duke de Luine, 
and Monſieur Clerſelier who tranſlated his Me- 
ditations, Monſieur Chanst, whoſe deſert had 
reach'd his Ear, by the Commendations of 
Father Merſennus. This Friend was pleaſed 
to introduce him into the Chancellor's Com- 
pany, Who received him with all Teſtim6nis 
of reſpe&t, that one could poſſibly expe 
from a Magiſtrate who favoured Men of Parts 
and Learning, that loved the Sciences, and 
was already advantagiouſly prepoſſeſſed witli 

= . g 


et 
VO! 


lll 


( 203 ) 

-*M-od opinion of our Philoſopher, by the read- 

ae of his Eſſays of Philoſophy. 
0 He entertain'd likewiſe frequent Conferen- 
- with Sir Kenelm Digby, an Engliſh Catho- 
Sick, then in Pars, and reckoned in the num- 
Wer of one of his chief Friends for many years 
"WFooether ; but altho*' he confin'd himſelf to 
"ee thoſe Friends, he had never ſeen, the num- 
"Ser of them was roo great, and the term he 
"Mad preſcrib'd for his abode toodhort, to give 
"Whem «/ the Satisfaction he could have wilh'd. 
et he thoughe himſelf obliged not to paſs by 
"Monſieur Robervall unſaluted ; he defixed to 
"MWaſure him how much he valued him, offered 
"Jim his friend{hip afreſh, and dec] ro him 
"ive voce, that all the Impreſhon of their petty 


er-ſcuffles were y razed out of his 
wiric, Monſieur Robervall ftrain'd hard to An- 


WI werthe honour Monſiear Des Carres did him ; 
W 8d be proteſted freely how much he was diſ- 

"i poled to pay whar he ought to his Worth, and 
to bis Quality; but the ſmall Coherence 
Monſteur Des Cartes obſerved in his Diſcour- 

is, gave him quickly to underſtand the truth 

of that Idea he had conceived of his Interiours : 

It was no hard matter to judge that the amity 

of this Geometrician was a benefit that would 
ſoon periſh. Nevertheleſs, he did him the 
juſtice to believe that there was leſs malice 
and affectation, than nature and diſpoſition in 
bis unpolite, rough-hewn , diſobliging Be- 
haviour ; and he received his friendſhip how- 
ever, the þeſt that he could give, without ta- 
his Bond to warratlt it, either more ſolid, 

or durable than ic was. Leaving 
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Leaving what Copies of his Principles iſe® ©! 
had to Abbot Picor's diſpoſal, at whole How _” 
he lodged , who had already trantlated thi * 
better part into the French Tongue he & ; 
parted. for Holand about the en Ws 
And Father Merſernus, that had nothing: |; 
at this departure that could retain him in 28 
ru, took a Journey into /taly, which he y 
obliged todo forthe matter of Eight or Nie 
 Montls. L 
He retires TY & Y, The News of Monſieur Des Cana 
10Eennd. His return, diffipated the trouble he had pufſW9” 
his Friends in Holand to, about ſome (ulp-i<* 
cians' they had that he ſhould be retain'd wi 
France-gUvon his Arrival about the 15th of*" 
March, he went fliretly from Amfterdan 
into MNorth- HolariMto his. retiring place 
at Egmond de Bearnen, with a reſolution to ſh 
himſelf up more cloſely than ever im his olc 
beloved Solitude, and at a diſtance from the 
importunities of his Neighbours, and viſit of MW? 
Friends,having reſolved wholly to apply him- W;; 
ſelf tothe knowledge of Animals, Plants, and W: 
Minerals. * | . 
Thar he might procure himſelf the eaſe 
and quietneſs neceſſary /to his Stadies , he W*; 
preſently had thoughts of putting an end to I” 
that proceſs or ſuit that he had dependingat WW, 
Greninguen againſt Schoockius , Profellor and 
Rector of the Univerſity 5 which” was partly 
tlie cauſe of that which Yoerize had commen:. 
ced againſt him at Vrreche. The face of this” 
Utrecht affair. changed to his honour at laſt 3 
aitho' by the ill-will *of the Judges "or 
| " ba 
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d bribed, be *gor” but little-advantage by it. 
tic was enough for him that their irregu- 
wr Proceedings contrary to the Courſe of 
iLw,curo'd to their confuſion ;'the great noiſe 
Weir Iojuice made, ſtood the Judges of Gro- 
alfingven in no {mall ſtead, for -the regulating 
Weir Proceeding in the Judgment they were 
pals berween the Profeſlor and Monſieur 
Ns Cartes. x BT - | 
The Buſineſs was depending in the Senate 
hr Counſel of the Univerſity , which is the 
Wight Court of Judicature where Schoockins his 
uſes were to be tried : and the Adion a- 
waſt him was , to make a publick-amends 
d reparation for the Calumni and Yanders, 
hereof the Latine Book was full, inticuled, 


LN 
bu 


iloſophia Carteſiana, Or, Admiranda Methodus, 
hich was compoſed and publiſhed by Yoerius, 


| Schoockins his Name , who declared himſelf 
thor of che ſame ; and conſequently to be 
ponſible for it- * Upon a - Letter Monſieur 
es Cartes writ about it the 7th of Febr»ary,to * 
[obias 4ndrens one of the Profeſſors of the U- 
wverfity, and one of the Judges that fit upon 
be Cauſe 3 Schoockins was warn'd into Court 3 
Won his appearance , without holding it.ne- ' 
Weſlary to hear the Cauſe, they gave Sentence 
Mn favour of Monſieur Des Cartes the 1oth of 
| x l, 1645. yea, and they dealt very favou- 
dly with- Schoockius (becauſe he was Col- 
Wague to the Judges) being content only, that 
We thould acknowledge and confels his Errors, 
Indthathe had been but gnly the Inſtrumenc 
nd Rroaker of Yoerins his Calumnies and Ex: 


—— - > Moot 5 & as 08:7*- & 
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The ſurprizal that his 'Cauſe came toy 


' Hearing in his abſence, even before heh 
produced his Writings, made Monfieur'D; 


Cartes look upon this quick expedition, a M 
his Cauſe 


pure effect of the Evidence that uſe 

good. The Judges of Gtoninguen ſending hi 

a Copy of the-Judgment, together with all t 

Acts that ſerved to the proſecuting the Cank 
he judged it convenient to diſpatch them 1 
the Magiſtrates of Urrechz,, with five Leng 
of Veetius their Miniſter , written. to Fathe 
Merſennus, on -purpoſe that they might ope 
their Eyes, and behold the Impoſtures a 
Malignity of this Hypocrite 3 Bat inſtead 
repairing the loſs, and making 5 for 
what was paſt, their confuſjon rurn'd into ther 
being alham'd at it 3 which produced notht | 
but an A& to Prohibit the Impreſſion and dib 
perſing whatſoever was for, or againſt Ma 
fiear Des Cartes. 

Notwithſtanding this Order, Yoerizs taking 
on like a Madman for what had paſt at Grom 
gxen, did nevertheleſs Print a Letter in Scl 
kius his Name againſt the Author's conlet 
who diſowned it : and his Son falls foul upat 
the Judges of Groxinguen, by a moſt inſoler 
Libel, intituled , Tribunal Iniguum: it Wa 
but requifite Monſieur Des Ceres ſhould take 
upon him to defend theſe Genrlemea and ther 
Judgment. + FE ' 

' Nevertheleſs, Yoerini the Father, and Dems 
tizs his Co branded in the Sentences 
Forgers and Slanderers, did complot and cot 
trive an-expedient how to puniſh —_ ” 
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s Ingratitude , who .had been Scholar and 
pafigent to Yoetius, They termed che Obl!t- 
ation'that lay upon him to prefer Truth to 
alhood, before the Tribunal of his Judges, 
ineraticude. But becanſe he was no lohtger 
mder the laſh; they entered an Aion of 
2ndal againſt him, as tho' he had done 

ng. Nevertheleſs, the threatnings Schooe- 
tis cthunder'd -out againſt Yoerias , that he 


, 
: 


"Wyoald diſcover all his Rognery in Court, 
WMczuſed the latter to ſurceaſe his Procels juſt 


when it was upon the point of being try'd at 
Utrecht, and they never really pardoned one 
another after. 


= The Gholice of Monſieur Des Cartes in 
| 0 


chem was quite otherwiſe. The 


W Storm once blown over 3 he ſcrupled not to 


diſcover his heart : and onbered. aut ona 
facilitate their reconciliation, and freely ten- 
d&rdahem his friendſhip 3 but Yoetiz ſeem'd 
not to be {en{ible of all theſe Courreſies. | 

He boaſted thar he had reſerved another 
Action ſtill againſt him, that he could make 


"uſe of when occaſion ſerved. This put Mon- 


heur Des Cartes upon drawing upan Apologe- 
tical Manifeſto for the Magiſtrates of Urrechr, 
to the intent he mighr once for all bury all che 
whole Afﬀair in Oblivion. He made for them 
aa Hiſtorical and rational Compendium of 


what paſt in their City from the Year 1639. 
touching his Philoſophy and Perſon : He laid 


before rhem the juſtice of the Cauſe, and the 

Injuſtice of. his Enemies to prevail with them 

athſt ro dv him right, for the wrong hey 
” . 


PA ( 208 ) 
had done to his reputation, out of the {ayyihret 
they. bore to Voerins. * + + "7... _ 
However the reading of his Principles pro! 
duced good or bad effects in'mens Minds, ave 
cording as they found themſelves inclined a 
diſpoſed in reſpe& of the Author of the" 
Accordingly Monſieur Des Cartes could hor: 
for nothing but what was favourable to hut tl 
from River, who called himſelf his Friend, Ws f 
and an Admirer of his Doctrine too , thathies 
might imitate ſeveral Carteſtans with whole! 
be was to live. Yet not ſo well underſtandett 
ing it, he thought he put an acceptable Cc 
lement upon M. G aſſendus, in propoyndingh 
im to make the. ſame Reflections upon llſt®" 
Principles, as he had done upon his Media t! 
cions. 3 ies a0rnh > 
M. G afſendus excuſed himſelf thereupon, firlW1or 
of all, upon pretence. that he would rub wi d 
an old Sores and then, upon pretenceghat beſÞ* 
undervalued hisPrinciples, 6 was pleaſed toilet 
fly ſome injurious —— againſt him for 
to diicharge his- Mind. The Jeſuiges carriat ho 
was quite contrary to his,in the Judgment they 
paſt upon his laſt Work. He received en 
ceeding advantagious Teſtimonies therealin® 
from the Heads of theit Body, even to the 
making him believe that the Society would ta 
£ bis part. FP | 
Herethoord . The Progrels of his Philoſophy was no b 
_—_—_ ' 1n Holland than in Paris: In the Month onf® 
nila ,; February, M: Hoogheland ſent his . three difle 
dis. vent Poſitions lately defended at Lejden , col: 
taining nothing but his Opinions. They we & 
- pre 
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tetty fortunately introduc'd into this Uni- 
*ficy by the Induſtry of Adrian Heereboord, 
al@rofeſlor of cr pr na and Sub-principal of 
MWhe Theological Colledge, by leave of Hej- 
os Miniſter and famous Preacher, of Golius 
hoolen, and of ſome other Profeſſors, who 
ere themſelves become ſtrenuous maintainers 
f this new Philoſophy. Heereboord's Zeal in 
s firſt Leſſons was not perhaps heated to that 
Tree aS WAS that of Regius at Utrecht z YET if 
emed to be more circumſpect, cautious, and 
ter regulated. So was it alſo of a longer 
vatinuance, and an anſwerable ſucceſs. 
It had been very well for Monſieur Dez The 
res, Regins had followed the ſame courſe, —_ = 
rthat he had perſevered ar leaſt in the ſame ,j*;;...- © 
tractableneſs and docibility in reſpe& of 
onfieur Des Cartes: fince he: hath ventured 
) dogmatize upon his own head concerning 
i Union of the Humane Sonl-with the Bo- 
and. upon ſome other nice Points , he pur 
onſteur Des Cartes to a great deal of trouble; 
eo by his particular Exhortations, Corre- 
ions of his Theſes's and other Works, ea- 
avoured to Keep his Spirit within due 
dunds. Regizs, {ince that, fell away ſtrangely 
d inſenfibly : and either becauſe he had re- 
wered his firſt Genius, or that he fearcht our 
dime middle way tO get again into the tavour 
his Friends of Utrecht; and by that means, 
ofeure himſelf of the peaceable poſleſſlion of 
5 Profeſlor's Chair ; he drew up, during 
W'onlieur Des Cares his Travails certain Etflays 
rea Philoſophy of his _ making, to whick 


ry he 
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he pretended to give the name of FundemenyWlly b 
Phyſique, the Foundations of Phyficks. ay 0 
The Experience he had of Monf. Des Cart 1! 
his Kindnefſes, made him believe this Workven 
would have gone down with him. Juſt as bei an 
had compoſed it , he Tends it him to perulfÞhich 
and examine, rarker, not to give over his ol{fſÞs Bc 
Cuſtom all on a ſudden, than to make any a4 *9 
vantage by his Mr's. reading of it. Monlifſ*% 
Des Cartes was not ſo complaiſant,as he flatter {$5 C 
himſelf to find him ; he obſerved inthis lf 
Writing of his, more Licenſe than he had & 
ſerved in all the reſt; and inſtead of ſending #94 
Regins the Corrections of the places that 
quired them, as his conſtant practice was for ſo 
merly, he writ to him and told him roundy, 
That he could not, cor would not afford 9! 
general Approbation to this Work. He a/c 
ded withal, That if he doted ſo mach upooffoue 
his own private Sentiments, not-to follow thefie;©7* 
advice he had given him to ſuppreſs or reforns * 
it , that then he ſhould be obliged to difonn EE 
it, and fo undeceive the World, who thought]: * 
all along that he entertained no other Senn 
ments but hz, | | he b 
Regius, who had already taken his part, ano" 
obſtinately ſtood ir out againſt all ſorts of Re M 
monltrances, did nevertheleſs thank Mon(iewyf'8? 
Des Cartes for his advice:but inſtead of follow 
Ing it as formerly , he did what he could was; 
excuſe his Work, and to ſhew- the near Co 
trivance and Excellency of it to his Maſter; nth; 
as if theſe particulars had eſcaped his Refie-yt' 
chions. He commended to him more elper d UL 
auy 
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ily bis Method-of Analyfis, and that curious 
ay of his to define and divide. But to avoid 
he inconveniencies Monfieur Des Carres had 
Siven him notice of, he fent him this Model 
f an Advertiſement to the Reader , with 
Which he intended to conclude the Preface of 
is Book. For to undeceive thoſe who might be 
to imagine that the things contained in this 
ork, might be the meer Sentiments of Monſieur 
es Cartes , 1 am willing to give notice to the 
World ; that there are, indeed, ſeveral Paſſages, 
erein 1 do, ex profeſlo, adhere ro the Diftares 
that excellent Perſon 5 but that there are others 
, wherein 1 am of a quite contrary Opinion 3 
ſome others again, upon which he hath not 
waht good to explain his meaning, T hat he 
Wight endeavour to prevent the publick diſſa- 
saGtion and diſowning of it, wherewith he 
noughe himſelf threatned by Monſteur Des 
ates: He offter'd him to add moreover in 
us Preface whatſoever he ſhould judge con- 
Weneat ; becauſe he apprehended this diſown- 
ng, aSa Confuration of his Work, capable of 
hfiog or decrying it, at its very birth ; bur, ac 
he bottom, he talked not a word of altering 

Ir mending It. | 
Monſieur Des Carre ſent him word that he 
nghtily approved of his manner of treating 
As Phyficks by way of Detinygions and Divi- 
ons, provided he would adjoyn thereto the 
bo proofs : But let him _ underſtand 
vithal, char he- did not appear to him ſufh- 
{Pcntly vers'd in Metaphylicks nor in Divinity, 
d undertake to pablith any thing about them : 
P 2 Ang 
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And, that if he were fully bent upon the 
Publication of of his Foundations or Ground; 
ot Phyſick, he ſhould do well, at leaſt to re. 
trench what related to. the Soul of Man and 
Divinity, and not to fallife any thing he bor 
rowed from him - In a word, that he (houl 
Co him a kindneſs not to make him a part 
ker in his miitakes and extravagant notions i 
Metaphyficks, nor in his Vihons in Nat 
Philotophy and Mecicine. 

This laſt Letrer cauſed Regins to pluck of 
his Mask : and being reſolved to Sacrifice hs 
Maſter's Honour to his own 3 he quite and 
clean renounced his Diſcipline by a Declan 
tion written 23d of July 1645. after ſucha 
ectoring hufting manner; that , what the 
ci us of Ariſtotle's ingratitude to Plato, and 
of 414ximns the Cynick's intolence to Greg 
Natianten 1s ROE InCrEdiblez Keginus Went far 
beyond them by this inſult, and loſt by hy 
Seniſm that Glory which involved him 1 
{uch Dangers and Perſecutions that had liketo 
have mace kim the Proto-martyr of the Car- 
refian Sect. Nay, and he joyn'd Injuſtice and 
Unfaichfuinels to his Revolt, for retaining th 
beſt part of his Maiter's Doctrine, thereby 
ro get the fame Honour as he did before, he 
disfigured and ſpoild it, as he pleaſed. And 
uncer pretence that Monſieur Des Carres reli 


be his, becauſe of thar forreign outtide : Ne 
ficzed upon it after his Death 3 tuppreſſing 
even his Naine fo unwortiiily and balely, that 
men look upon him as much to be the firl 

* Phlgur 


| | : \ 'ds 
{ed io long as he lived, to acknowledge it torn 
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Plagiary of his Dodrine, as the nrft Schiſma- 
ick of his Sect. | 

Monſiear Des Cartes anſwer's 311 the aftronts 
end outrages of Regins; with fo much witdom 
and (weetneſs, that might have been capadlie 
to have made an Apology for him tf he had 
ded one; and he would not make an end 
pf keeping a Correſpondence with this ingrate- 
ji Wretch, until he had given the moſt 
rholſlome 2dvice that one could poſſibly 

= from a good Maſter and rrue-hearted 

end. 

"VII. 'The moſt odious part of the Robbery 
Thich denominated Regins Plapgiary of Mon- 
eur Des Cartes , conſiſted in certain Memoirs 
hat he had compoſed ever. fince the Edition 
f his Principles, with a defign to make a Trea- 


The Trea- 
tile of Ant- 
m2!s ftola 
by Regics, 


ſe of Animals:the Copy which Regius,by what 


Inning took, I know not, was very deficient : 
nd out of a piece of indiſcretion that helpt to 
ray him, he had almoſt inferred it all into 
Is Book of the Grounds of Phyficks, or Natr- 
« Philoſophy ; without being able ro under- 
and the meaning , as well becauſe the Fi- 
res were wanting, as becauſe what Mon- 
-o _ Cartes had done , was not quite fi 
hed. 

In effe&t, what Regins intended to produce, 
4 nothins- elſe but a very imperfect rough- 
rRught of that which Monſieur Des Carres 
elign'd ro perform upon this Subject. After 
ne winning of his Cauſe at Groningaen, the de- 
of putting his grand deſign in execution, 
ade him ſet about Anatomical Operations 

P 2 with 
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with freſh Application. At this time of he. N 
ing thus baſed, he was viſited by a 
man, who deſired to ſee his Library;he ſhewe 
him nothing but a Calf, which he was going 
to diflect. 
His Studies From the Knowledge of Beaſts, he pr 
and Treaty Ceeded to that of the Humane Body by the 
ot Auate- help of his Experiments , and begun in the 
"oO Autumn of this Year 1645. his fingle Tre 
tiſe de homme, of Man : And alſo that De 
formation au fetus; attho' he had not faniſh'dhs 
piece of Animals. 
quefion He gave a little diverſion to this Study, | 
atout the reaſon of his being ingaged with the ml 
Quadra- eminent Mathematicians in Europe to make 
oat ne one, in that famous difference that aroſe this 
*-* fame Year, between Longomontanus and Pell 
rouching the Quadrature of the Circle. 
had been a long time convinc'd that it me 
impoſſible 3 and after he had tried it by meats 
of his Method and Analyſis, he would have 
nothing more to do with this Operation. 4 
thing impracticeble and of no uſe. 
He fees At the beginning of Ofober , he ſallies out 
M. Cher! of his ſolitude to go imbrace his Friend, wt 
m 2 _ paſls'd by Antſteraam for Swedeland, in quali 
Serdam. ; of Reſident of France. There he got Ac 
quaintance with Monſieur Porlier, who 
long'd to M. Chanur's Company ; who, durilg 
the Four days he ſojourned at Amſterdam.took 
{:ngular celight to hear the recital of divers 
particulars, fir to deſtroy the Slanders of olt 
Philolopher's Enemies. 


Monſe!! 


— 
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Monſieur Des Cartes returned very mnch 
Gtighed the Tenth of the Month ro Egmond, 

rhere he paſs'd the Winter being very l(evere 

hat Year;then he compoſed two little Works 

to pals away the time 3 becauſe the Plants in 

is Garden were not yet in a Condition to 
Mupply with Experiments neceſſary for the 
"ntinuation of his Phyſicks. 

The firſt of theſe Works was the Anſwer, He 'an- 
(fite 2 firſt refuſed ro the Book of Monſieur 5 ©”: 
M6aſendus his inſtances, tranſlated: by M. Cler- 1;;\ottan- 
eher into French, with ſofter Expreſſions in ces. 
behalf of the laſt, whom he defired to bring 

toan Agreement with our Philoſopher ; rhe 

kW other was a ſmall Treatiſe of the Nature of 

the Paſhons of the Soul. His deſign was not 

to makea thing that was in all Points ſo com- 

pleat as to deſerve to ſee light, bur only to 
exerciſe himſelf upon Morality for his own 
Edification, and to try if his Phyficks or Na- 

tural Philoſophy might be as ſerviceable to 

him as he hoped, for the eſtabliſhing of ſure 

and certain Foundations in Morality. 

VIII. In this i#mterim, Monſ. Roberval for- His diſpute 
getting by liccle and liccle che reſolution he had _ hgh 
taken up to live in good intelligence with y;,cawons. 
Monſieur Des Carres, after the honour he had 
received from one of his Viſits in Parts, re- 
turn'd inſenfibly ro his reſtleſs Genrizs. He 
lpoke, hit he, miſs he 3 of whathe knew,and 
what he knew not, with very little precaution. 
Monſieur Des Cartes had notice of it by ſome 
who peradventure repreſented Monſieur Ro- 
berval more in the fault than he reaily was , 

il P 4 without 
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without ever conſidering that there was mae 
of weakneſs than malice in his behaviour and {Wiſco' 
deportment. Mc 

He had advice at the beginning of 1646, of Wviſht 
two main Points, concerning which, M. Rober. 
val boaſted he could baffle, and run him down, Wie 
The firſt, was concerning the Queſtion of W\ealc 
Pappus ; of which he propoſed no new diff. 
culry at that time. The other was about / 
brations ; that isas much as to ſay, what big 
neſs every body of what figure ſoever, muſt 
have, being ſuſpended inthe Air by its extre-Wouci 
mirties, to make its turns and returns equal to {Wvit! 
thoſe of a Plummet hanged at a thread of a Wacit 
length given. 

The Queſtion of /ibrations was propounded 
ro him by Father Merſennus , which he ay Wmil 
{wered the 21{t of February, and the 2d of Wiap 
March ; and after that by M. Cavendiſh then W--! 
at Paris, He ſent the Solution of this Queſtion Wurn 
to that Noble Perſon the 3oth of March: Wout 
whereupon Monſieur de Roberval made ſome 
Obfervations, which M. Cavendiſh did not 
tail to diſpatch to Monfteur Des Cartes. He 
received an Anſwer to them ſome time after. 
Now Monſieur Des Carres ſeeing that M. Ks» no 
berval relied chiefly upon his Experiments, 
ne ſends Fatizer Mer/ennus word that he dur Mo 
n0t preſume of himſelf to undertake at firſt Mai 
d2liz, togive a ſufficient Reaſon, for all that 
one might have experimented. Burt , that 
he believed all the Cunning in examining 
Experiments, conliſted- in choofing ſuch that JW'E 
vepena leaſt upon divers Cauſes, and ſuch 
| whole 
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hoſe true Reaſons might be the. moſt eafily 
iiſcovered. . | . 

Monſieur Des Cartes could have heartily 
iſht to ſee a timely erid of this Ditpute, which 
perceived degenerate at laſt into unprofita- 
le needleſs Queſtions : Bur M. Roberval was 
leaſed ta prolong them beyond the Years 

nd, This Conduct of his, together with his 
i. Wopperies about Pappus his Queſtion, brought 
a 01d houſe upon his head, by the cenſure of 
is Ariſtarchus; that is to ſay, (a Book of his 
ouching the Syſtem of the World) together 
rith a Judgment upon the Intellect and Ca« 
city of this Geometrician, which Monſieur 
Des Cartes (ent to Father Merſennus. : 

Muchwhat about the ſame time that he ex- a com. 
mined Seneca's Book, De vit4 Beatd, of an merce of 

ppy Life, in favour to the Princeſs E/j- Moral Phi-. 
beth his Scholar, who had delired him to [2!9P"Y 
wrniſh her wherewithal co divert her, being princec. 61. 
ut of favour at the Spa; where her Phyfitians x46e:b. 
had debarred her of all Study , and ferious 
zpplication of Mind : the judicious reflection 

» Princeſs made upon the ſaid Work, en- 
ez2ed him afterwards to handle divers of the 
molt important Queſtions of Morality with 
her, couching Summm bonum, or Soveraign 
Good, the Liberty of Man , the State of the 
Soul, the uſe of Reaſon.the uſe of the Paſſions, 
df vircuous and vicious Actions, and touching 
the-good and bad things of Life. 

Nothing at that time interrupted the Joy he He difouns 
received from that happy Communication of R'giu: and 
Moral Philoſophy with this Princeſs, -excepe © £9<k 

KRegius 
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Kegtus [11S Book, Intituled, The Grounds of Pg MFron 
$cks ; he believed he was obliged publicMpoo! 
to diſown them for the Reaſons we have me 
tioned. Therefore he inſerted his diſowny 
them utterly in the French Edition of his Pr 

Ciples, which came our thortly after. 
IX. Ar the very time that Regius broach! 
\his Schiſm againſt Monſieur Des Cares, M 
1. #Hoogheland a Popiſh Gentleman, renome 
ok for his Vertue and Charity, his Landlord 
wen Mr. Leiden, and his Correſpondent , gratifted tl 
Hogitland Publick with tokens of his ſtrict alliance wiiſelpe 
and M. D'5 him 3 which he made appear by his pubhl 
£wt'. inga Book that he dedicated to him conce 
ing the Exiſtence of God, the Spirituality« 
the Souh, and its Union with the Bodyzbelic 
the cexconomy of the Body of the Animaln 

chanically explained, 

The Civility and Courtefie of the Autho 
in acknowledging how much he was behoic 
ing to Monſieur Des Cartes, made him pomtt- 
blank again(t Regins, which made him ſtand 
upon his Pantofles. My Friend, ſaith he, 21.6 
Hoogheland, hath atted in Oppoſition againſt Kt 
g1US, in as much as he hath Writ nothing thatbt 
did not borrow from me, and upon that accom 
contrary to me 5 whereas the other hath writ w 
thing which is properly mine , yet there u nothi 
againſt me ; foraſmuch as he hath followed the ſel 
fame Principles. ed 

But the World would not be pur off with? 
Declaration they ſuſpe&ted ro be made only 
the more generouſly ro recompence the ho- 
gQur «this Friead had done him _— 

| Tront 
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MMFront, and through the whole Body of his 

ckMBook ; nay, they were fo far perſwaded of 

contrary in Rome , that upon the relation 

of the Buſineſs two or three Years after, by 

Prin a2ther Magnanus ro M. Carcauti, {ome were 

2þt to take the Name of Hoogheland for a 

Sralking- Horſe, by which Monfeur Des Cartes |, 

had a Mind ro make ſurer of his Game, to 

publiſh a new Piece. p00 

The Condition of other Friends with whom The diſper- 

onfteur Des Cartes kept Correſpondence, ing of his 

eſpecially at the Hague , was ſomewhat dif- 57124 a: 

compoſed and put out of order at that jun- ang recs... 

ure of rime, by the retirement of che Prin- ment of the 

ces, bis moſt Illuſtrious Scholar. Several of Princch. 

thoſe who were Retainers to her , got our of 

the way of their own accord ; very few of 

them were permitted to accompany or follow 

her in her Journey. Some again were re- 

tain'd by their Settlement and Employment 

about the .Prince and Princeſs of Orange. 

M. Beck/in ſtaid to wait upon the Princeiles 

Siſter to the Lady Elizabeth. M. de Follot was 

preferr'd to a Chair of Philoſophy and Mathe- 

maticks at Breda, in the P. of Orange's New 

Colledge; as was M. John Fel, heretofore 

Profeſlor at Amſteraam. M. Sampſon Fohnſon 

that paſs'd at Paris for Princeſs Elizaberhs Tu- 

tor, but, was only Chaplain ro the Queen of 

Bohemia her Mother, was allo admi:ted into 

' the fame Colledge to be Profeſlor of Divinity. 

' All theſe Profeſſors who took a Pride to fol- 

low the Carteſian Doctrine, made their [Uni- 

verſity otherwiſe called Schola illnſtris, all over 
Carteſian 
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Carte{i2n at its very birth, by the good likein 
and favour of the Curators. Monl. River 
moner,and Chaplain to the Prince, and Moyf 
Huyghens, {xcond Son to Monſieur Zuitlichen 
educated in the Principles of Monfteur by 
Cartes. 
Amongſt thoſe that continued at the Hagy, 
there was none more? con(tderable than Mon 
de Braſſer, a French Gentleman, his- Corte. 
{pondent, and f(ince that Rel1dent of Prarg 

tothe States General with M. de Burgoravet 

&e Dhona the younger, Governour of the Ciy 

of Orange, who for all that perliſted in the 

exerciſe of the Carte(1tan Philoſophy with the 

abſent Princels. - ll 

The condi- Beſides ſo many ſubjects of ſatisfactions, 
100 of his Monſieur Des Carres received alſo, all the vear 
friends 2: Jong, divers Complements from the Jeſuits df 
m2 = France, and the Low-Countries. The bulineis 
eewhere, Was ſo much the more delightful ro him, be 
cauſe theſe Fathers ſeem'd to be the perſons 

in the World, who ſnould think themſelves 
concern'd in the publication of a new Philo- 

{ophy ; nay, and who, according to him,ſhould 

have pardoned him the leaſt, for ſo doing, if 

{o be they had found any thing to blame in it. 

He was likewiſe much pleaſed to perceive 

ſome of thoſe in Germany and 1raly to be reco- 

vered of their prejudice, and particularly Fa 

ther Arhanaſins Kercherus, who intreated him 

to grant him his friendſhip by the interceſſion 

of Father Mer/ennus. He was alſo inform'd by 

tne reading of two Tracts of Phyſ(ick, that Fa- 

ther Szep2cn Noel, Rector of the Colledge of 

Clermont 
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lermont 10 Paris, preſented him with, That 
be Fathers of the company of TFeſuits did not ſo 
wh tie themſelves up to Ancient Opinions, as not 
2 dare to propoſe new ones likewiſe. Father Noel 
25 fo much his friend, that the next year he 
hought bimſelf obliged to undertake his de- 
nce agzinſt young Paſchal, before ever he was 
uite brought over to the Carteſian Party. 
Much about the ſame time he received the 
iloſophy of Father Fabri, the Jeſuit Marhe- 
« 4patical Profeſſor at Lyons 3 this Philoſophy 
zd much reputation to be a good one, not- 
the 'ithſtanding it was contrary to that of M. Des 
the F-«11t5. Men paſt the like Judgment in a man- 
er upon another Piece of this Father's, that 
ame to light that year, concerning Local Mo- 


ns, i: + - : 

or ($100, Monſieur Des Cartes upon the receipt of 
of {Wile rwo Pieces had advice, thar the fame 
ej; Fuchor had fome thoughts to Compoſe a 


ourſe of Philoſophy to oppoſe hiszthat which 
noved him to the reſolution of contradicting 
5 Notions, was, in caſe he might be backt by 
5 Society, and, that it (hould appear that the 
eluits would be pleaſed ro adopt his Doctrine. 
But the Event\let him underſtand chat Father 
yo had not then got the approbation of his 
ciety. 

In AY that year M. Des Cqrtes loſt a 
iriend by the death of Father Niceron, a Mt- 
nim; but he-gain'd another in the perſon of 
M. Le Comte, Controuler General of the War, 
who was already friend to M. Clerſellier, Cha- 
wt and Porlier z he deſerved his acquaintance 
r Moy ome ObjeRions he ſtarred concerning his 
: LOOK 
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Book of Principles, which Abbot Picot and 
his ſecond felf were pleaſed to Anſwer. 
X. Scarce had Monſieur Des Cartes doge 
He anſwers With his new Friends M. le Comte and My 
the Q. of fieur Porlier, but he was neceſſitated to / 


Swede and (4,0 M. Cbenut about one of the moſt materid hj 


M. Chanut 


rouching Queſtions in the World ; and prepare to(z 


me Que- fisfie the Queen of Sweder's defire, ſuitable t 


flions w the high opinion of him , wherewith thy 
Micralty. Reſident had” poſſeſs d that Princeſs. Tt 
laſt Letter he writ from Srockbolm concert 
the rare Perfections of Chriſtina; The db 
courle he held upon the ſame Subje& with 
de laTh:illerie at his return from bis Ambaſly 
Sweden,and the example of his illuſtrious Schg- 
lar the PrincelsE1izaberh, ſuffer'd him no longe 
co queſtion the poſſibility of all cheſe wor ien 
that Fame had publiſhed of that great Quee 
not yet above 19 years of Age. 1 
The guito M. Chanut had already inſpired 
into her for his Philoſophy, made her demand 
bis opinion concerning a Queſtion of Morality 
that was bandied about between her and thus 
Refident 'in November 1646: The Queſtion 
was, t© know, when a Man makes a bad uſe 
of love or hatred, which of theſe two irregue 
larities, or bad uſes is the worſt : M. Chaxw il 
beſeeching Monſieur Des Cartes in the Queens 
behaif ro fend her his Sentiment upon 
Queltion, ſent him word, that the Queen and 
he were of ewo different opinions, without 
relling him which was the Princeſſes, which 
iS. 
Monſieur Des C artes, that he might allo 
[ 


a So 2 0 
ween the Satisfation ſhe demanded, drew 
» preſently (that is, at the beginning of the 
r 1647.) a fine Difſertion upon Love; 
hich we have in the firſt Volume of his 
ers; in that Tract he diſcuſs'd three things 


ni | | his uſual Method Firſt , what Love is. 


ondly, Whether or no pure Natural Lighr 
aches us to love God: Thirdly, Which of 
xe two Irregularities of Love or Hatred is the 
rorſt. This Piece was fent into Sweden in 
thruary, the reading of it made the Queen 
dee that whatſoever M. de Chanut had told 

concerning Monſieur Des Cartes, came 
hort of the real Truth. She ſeemed fo a- 


Wi _y pleaſed with it, that ſhe was never 
C 


xd 
_d 
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1s 
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eary of commending the Author, and be- 
22 to inquire into ſome - Particulars of his 
erfon , Life and Converſation. Afonſfieur 
Ves Cartes, (ſays ſhe to M. Chanut) as far as 
I perceive by his writing, and by the Charatter 
you give me of: him, 1 the moſt} bappy man alive, 
nd bis Condition ſeems to me to aeſerve envying : 
you will do me a Kindneſs to aſſure him of the 
weat eſteem I have for him. She conlented to 
al that was contained in the writing, except 
oeword, that ſhew'd, by the by, that Mon- 

Des Cartes was not of their opinion that 
bold the World to be finite ; ſhe fignified her 
loubting whether or no one can admit the 


Hypotheſis of an infinite World, without do- 


Ing Injury to Chriſtian Religion. M Chan: 
was required to {ignifie ſo much to' bim, and 
demand his. Explanation of this difficulty, ro 
Which he anſwered, that he cid nor _ he 
or 
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World fire but , indefinite 3 as much xe 
ſay, that, he had no Reaſons to prove it to} 
finite. And withal ; he ſatished M. Ch, 
who had added another , of his own hex 
touching the true Rule that we ought rok 
low in Cividing and ſharing our Inclinati 
concerning friendthip jn the exchange of n 
tual offices of Benevolence, and in the diſin 
gviſhing of eſteem and reſpect from AﬀeGtion 
The trou- XI. Theplealure Mon(teur Des Cartes taſk 
ble Regius jn his Communication with the Queen « 
rec ls Sweden and M, Chan: about Moral Philolopt 
him win Was diſturb'd at the beginning of this ye 
Liidin, 1647. by certain Leiden Divines, who did the 
nemoſt to put hint ro ſome trouble in thee 
Inivertity. Kevins, Principal of the Colledgt 
ot Divincs ſuborted,{as 15 credibly given out) 
by the fecret Artifice of Yoerius, who could 
not endure that Carteftaniſm that he labuuret 
EO roO9t Out at Utrecht , ſhould get ground 
Leiden; thought good to cauſe Four diftere 
Theſes again{t Monfteur Des Carres, to bedib 
puted on 1n Janrary and February. Revins lis 
intE:1t was t9 pervert the ſence of the Metz 
phylical Medications of our Philoſopher. lo 
which bufinels he was feconded by Triglandw 
the Miniiter, Head-Profeflor of Divinity 
the LUlniveritry. Their deſign was to have 
him condemned by their Clafles and Contiſtor 
as a hiafphemer, an inpious Perſon, and 
Pelagian : Monſteur Des Cartes being acquall 
ted char thele new Slanderers did not oppoſe 
any one of his true opinions, but only thit 
they charged hiin w ith falle ones, which 
never 
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ever entered into his thoughts : writ to the 
grators of the Univerlity, to demand Satis- 


action for the ſame. The Curators having 


ted the Rector and Profeſſors to know whar 
3 the matter, iſſued our a Decree in all 
aſte on the 20th of May, to forbid them to 
uke any mention of Monſieur Des Carres and 
s Opinions in their Lectures for the future. 
Uhereupon they write to Mon(teur Des Cares, 
give him notice, * That having fatisfy'd 
him, to their Power in what he demanded 
of them ,, they hoped that on his part, he 
would likewiſe anſwer their Defires. Thar 
to this effect chey intreated him, that he 
would forbear to debate any longer thac 
queſtion which he taid had heen oppoſed by 
the Profeſlors of their Univerlity;to prevent 
the inconvenience that might enſue ro botly 
Parties. 

Monſteur Des Carres was very much ciflatis- 
'd with their Carriage towards hin, and 
und nothing commendable in it, but the ci- 
lity of terms. He wrote to them ro let 
em underſtand, how much he was aſtoniit'd 
it he was able to comprehend their mean- 
2: Or that he had not made hs plain enough 
Sto make them underitand what 1t was he 
elired of them. Theſe Gentlemen were 
ſtaken to think that the Butinets was about 
Uneſtion that had been oppoſed by the exo 
Vivines, Revixs and Trielandins, Ic was only 
bout giving him ſatisfaction for 2 Calumny 
hole dangerous Conſequences were to be 
ared, becauſe of the rank and credic of the 
alumniators: () N.C1- 
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by 
Synods ; rhought | | belt to make uſe of © by 
Price of 2ran os Authority, as ne had lor 
in the bulinels of f Trechr, !: 
To that purple , he wake to M, Serj, Wl 10 


eric prog ary for the Peace e of 4 "1111 [t -7; 0 £0 
upp!y'd 2 place of an Amt a{lade r for fore [1 
Ling at the "apes "The pUrpPore © Li) «bs n 
WES that the Divines —_ be nal { 
10! their peace, and that the Facujry of Dl © 
vintty inight be Judzes in this caſe; yer thei 
roi Ergi. C2re NOT TO GO an' t4n% ear ! * 1 , ( 
Cflond or c1rfcorrage the Minifters and Pro vie ii 


efl-t5 10 their FUNCLHOn 22 {cal they then i 
tor tre Service of thuir Rehivion, 

Neve Telets. Pe a Very (orry to {ct a 
\tonfiear Des Caries me his writings fnatcl:ol ? 


Cur of their clutches, wreaked their Malice url © 


on {127123 of ary Coll eagues whom they knevl © 
4 HOWETRS 5 of [1:s [- NIN hy. The $ ROM 
L162) vielt upon Pro fellor Heercbord and &u Ba | 
3nd allo von Heydanes the Vinifter, v. hon ; 
rhey 2ccuted to be a Tavourer of the Popit 

elizion, vecaule ae Preached like a Cartel 
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{ut they aurſt not meddle with either Gol 
or tiz2 two S$ch910as , nor with young Dr. 
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»iM into France, V! Mich ce cCelrgned at the begin- *2 
Mcing of them. He departed from the Hague 
the 7th of June, and got to Pars, wich a reto- 
\vtion to pals into Bret aign at the beginning of 
7uly, to regulate his Afﬀairs that furniſh'd him 
with 4 Pretence for his Journey. But the 
* 1M French Edition of his Principles Which wes 
{co foithed, in the hands of Abbot Picor the Tran- 
[lator, 2 92VE him 2n occalion to defer a _ 
"Ml longer, "as wel! to put a Preface before it, 

wh to ſee a man who was to be his C ompanion i = 
-M his Journey freed from this buſineſs ; he ſee 
LW no body Curing this interval but Father 47c-- 
oo [EP Mozienr 4 yaorge, who he was never 
0: to ſee more, as aito M. Clerſellier, who, after 
rev 2 tectious Sic nels had forme Months before 
ib that, procured the publiſhing the Meditations 
Fro in French, tranſlated by the D. ae Lucines 5nd 
1. himſelf. - 

When he had fertled his Afﬀtiirs in Pretaior 
) it and Foict or 5 lie came back throus! 1 otra; 
1 where M. le Crenan, a Gentleman of his A C- 
0" quaiatance detain d lim for ſome time. At 
Mis return, he found a great deal of Gifordir 
in NS ACqQUanance. Father Mer ſenm:s ck, 

Monſieur 423dorge deac about a Fortnight be- 
fore, 

Yet he had ſome other Friends at Ccur 
wio thought of him, 
them: they made their neerel, wW1t Cardinal 
Rienelie:, i, 0 BR e hi 14s. Perſton from #37= 
ins ; it was granted him in Conſideratizir 9) 
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Xi. Theſe new Troubles were not capable is &-:onq 


co make him any longer put off his Journey Voyage in- 


22 0% 


\ 


3 74 Oreck DD p bs P {7 ! 'F, t Px: ht and Advanta; *p 


that bis Iialojophy and eve mquiries of his | Wk 
Strides fr 1 ec 4 ro Marbind; as aljo 10 by bin 
FO PATH his robs EL xferiorents "hi 7 TYEqn: red mack 
EL"U/CO, XC. l % \\ 5 (UrpPri2: | ro 1ve the Ex 

pedition of the Letters Patents, 1mporting ths 
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Are the 6th hefore he ſac ! to much as heard 
Of (11 * Rb | bs Friends ha: mace ty 
It intunt; veu p- he found Marthil & 
ls Milir ne then CGrovernan: of he [12ances, 
_ ) [; nHOUured [11 i} F ith 1 I! » Parricu, ar Ac: 


1? i. 


Uantante, a reriun Very Di inotual and careſ 
T0 | ce It P4 id 1 | 
lie next da hs tl out upon his return 
nto Holland, MW 45 he wict, near the Place 
Royal, M Paſchal the Son, who had a great 
detlire to {ce him, from ihe time he knew him 
ro be in Franc. Monticur Des Caries WA 
uh taken with his Lil, curſe about the Ex- 
Perin.cl's le liud wad ot lis Yaher s,1n Kon 
Of LETS 1,7 niatter of 15 Months before./ : 
found t hete = Porim ents pretty conformable 
to the Vrinciples of Ins Viilolophy 3 WOW 
tan Jins M. P/cb.l was {ill averſe tb it, by 
reaſon of the eny 12encnt & uniformity of bis 
SELLiNEent With M. Kobercl, and others, who 
hold a Vacmmm; but yet that he might make 
lome part of amends tor his Conver (2rion , he 
2dviſed [1:m to try other Experiments upol 


te Nas of Air to whole Gravitation he re- 
ferr'd that which vulgar Fhilotophers vainly 
afcri oe to the ſug vcr, He atlured him of 
tic / | ſucceis of his Ex PErLments, 4th 


ie 
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he himſelf had not made them , becanſe he 
Ciſcours of them, conformable ro his Prig- 
, Mciples. M- P2/chsl. who was not yet px rv 2- 
ded of lolicity of his Principles, who ailo 
promiled ſome Objections 24111} his Marerts 
btilie, perhavs would hive had no refpeect to 
his advice, it he had nor been informed abour 
the tame time of ſuch a like Norton, tat Tor- 
ricehins a Mathemitician of Florence enter- 
faind, The Experiments he made upon this 
advice, ana which he alſo cauſed M. Perrier 
his Brother-in- Law to make in 1648, were 
ery ſucceſsful. Bur iweihinks, he looks upon 
umſelt beholding rather co Yorricelizes than 
Vonfieur Des Cartes for them. : 

He departec! as foon as ever he had received His rerern 

the Letters Patents for his Pent1o0n. He arri- 2 #444. 
red in Holland towards the end of September 
rith Abbot Yicor, who kept him Company in 
lis beloved (olirude ond the 11 ic Gle of / anuary 
i the enſuing year. They lpent the three laſt 
nonths of che year in enjoying one another, 
N cuitiva ting Vhilolophy 1n a profound tran- 
villity being chiefly buſted in divers Experi- 
ments of a Vacuum, which they found more 
nd more agreeins with lis Tinciples; _ 
roving to their bett advantage the mil 'dnels 

t the Winter, which was extr2ordinary that 
ame JeaT. He ſends 

Theſe Occupations were interrupted by Aa his opinion 
Letter of the gth of November, that Monf1eur of junm,n 
es Cartes received from M.C *þ mut, W ho be- bonum and 
eeched him in the Queen of 5 Cwedens name, to pre bag 
XPialn to her his I CONcerning ſummum to the Qui 
7 Mt bonum. 1 
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He acquitted himſcif KY well 25 he 
of Faith 3 foraf- 


bonum. 
Could reaſoning upon marters 
much as the Queen coquaineed [11m that ſhe 
only conſ1der'd ſummum bonam 1n the ſenſe of 


vour ancient Philoſophers. He accompanied 


his writing with ſome Letters which- he had 


A directed to the Princeſs Elizabeth, 
upon te {ame Subject, _—_ with his Mz. 
nu! Crip! 7 an of Pathons. The Queen v3 
© well ſatisfied with them. ; Phe = was pleaſe! 
wo write to him with her own Hand to give 
him thanks, thinking at that very time to hav 
Him near her. 

XII. Tow ards the end of the year, there 
appear in {/olfwnd two Latine Pieces ; as to 
” which Monhcur Des Cartecs was not likely to 
ſhew I1mwfelt unconcern'd. Neverthelels, li 
thought to have flighted the firſt, as beinp 
directly ag3nſt him, intituled, Confiderationſs 
la Methode de ls Philo/ophie Carteſienne, Conlt- 
deration Upon the Method of the Carteſian 
Philolopiy. I (ay, he thought cohave {lighted 
if, becauls the Author of it was Revins bis 
Enemy, and becaule it was ſtuffc with needle 
Cs, and grots calumnating Abules. 

The other couched him more to the quick, 
m_ 1: aid not meddie with him bur ind: 

Ct Vs; : 1 hc C ARBUNOT » Was 1s old quondan 
Diſciple Regius ; the Titie of it was, An Er 
j. mation of Humane Spirit, Or, of t2e Soul of Mar 
Monſieur Des Cartes took notice of levers. 
Opinions therein, which he judged falle anc 
pernicious : And becauſe men were genera!!y 
per{\s aded that R-gins had fill the ſame Sent 
men; 
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be Mens le mipiu'd him with, he thonght him- 
ra Milf obliged co diſcover the Errors of this wri. 

he ring, for rar they might be impured to * 
e Of 74M, DY "eo 4 3 NO NOE 112 Vin? 1*6+ IG} F 15 \w Gr i5, 


lied elpeciaily (115 OC COLLATIONS, 11 ,oht'a aent auly 

had f2. [a reading this Writ! [1,05 0 :(oulurtion of 

eth, ic i'r In L2 | was mtitued, Femurks vp; 

Wa £71 Placert &c. was 1 PINE WHEIGUL hin ; 

Va kNoWienge Regins ANLNCYER IT, TOE Eat Le: | 

led Caries Cired 2 {iraw for his Antwer. ut Te A 
el was COnFured atterwarts by Tobre o Andre, | 


wlll He mace no more account of two Ot? 
Livels tl1at appear aguntt him about the 
lame tine : and his 1 naderVa! 1119s of them was 
followed by thac of che Publick, that tutfer'd 
them to perith unregarded, 
Scarce was the: Winter over before he re- A third | 
ceived a kind of Order from Court. and that Voyage 1a ' 


(00, 4s if at had &cen: 11: the Kino's N. 'me, CO com th F-9 
+/l Wi iT: 
mand him to come back into Fraxce UPON ad- (ul 


vantagious ofters ; they comitted in propoltng 
te accet Ptanice of a new Penf1on and a conlt1- 
Lerilb;e Place, W Nic {1 was to ProCure 11m more 
iongur than trouble 3 that fo he might have þ 
cure 19 continue his Studies, he thewed an f 
MW extraordinary backwardr<{. to unacrtake this | 
i- <——_ Journey ; for tie [u{pc; Ed the fuccete, 
MW 07 reprejenting to himſelf the poſture of the 
'Y- Aﬀie: of the kings om. But receiving a brief 
MW of his new Peaſton, that an Othcer ar Court, 
rl 2 friend of his, ſent him | by M, Martiony 3 He 
nc as no longer in 4 COonvition to be at his own [ 
ly diſpoſal. ' | 
ti He departed therefore in lay : but ſcarce 1 
16s Q! 4 EO 


- a 


(:2$3T} 


was he arrived at Paris, but the (tate of Pyly 
lick Affairs afforded him a fair Profpect of the 
incertainty of Humine things ; and {hewed hi 
own ea{inels to let himleif be overcome ; troy. 
bles unexpectedly coming on, were the cauſe 
why, inſtead of tffetts and performinces thy 
tizy had made him hope for, by their promi. 
{cs, he found that they had made one of hi 
Relitions pay for the Letters they fent him, 
and that he ſtood indebted to Im for the 
Money they colt. So that, it was juſt as the 
tad CoiNe tO Pris UPON 10 other Errand but 
ro buy a Scroll of Parchment 3 ay, and the 
deareit and moſt i{1gniticant one, that ever Fre 
came to lits hands. That which he moit took 
pet at, was, that none of thoſe who were tl 
oCcation of his coming up to © ourt,d1d declare 
that they had any other bufincts with him, but 
Only to {tare himin the face, 2s if he had been 
lome FE'ephant or Leopard. 

This {Oo uncxpected adventure, taught lim Mie 
never more to undertake a fleeveleſs Errand Wii: 
only upon bare Vromiles, tho' they may be up 
Wric upon Parchment. Nay, he would have Fi 
[camper'd off unncciately, and no body tit th 
w:ter, 0 return 25 he come, that his pretence {MC 
N97 not ncreaie thier Shame that ſent for {Wav 
Dim. Bur his {riends, after they had let him 
take his leave of the Court, detained him at IM! 
Faris near three Months, and omitted noting 
| Nt Wake £5 time fleem {hort and WT 


P - 
« # 


TY ESTY 
} \Caliceilo 
. % 


TN, b & -® , x ' c S:. . x * 

CI LLhL:: {1l)t5 LIUEFV2l. f;18 Abbot a Etitts, k 
Eos Pile - Doke of 1.cn ar ara; TH 
Liiiwk a-+04a\-/t'9 47 + 1» w 4 4 LOITE yy 8 DIC ElIIC 4 Gs 


1 1 
[| wi 1457 


Pu" 


222 ) 
inal, was pleaſed rs to reconcile him 

0 M. Gafſendus, Which was done in the pre- 
ence of (everal perſons of worth and account, 

9 the great ſatisfaction of theſe two Philoſo- . 
hers, 2nd their Friends: 

XIV. That day they were reconciled was 
emarkable for Roberval's firlt undertaking to 
emonſtrate the impoſhibility of Motton with- 
ut 2d mitting a Vacuum, Monſieur Des Carter, 
vho was perſonally poinred at, by this pre- 
endins Mathematician ; found it no hard rask 
mmediately to Anſwer all his Objections : 
Pac he did it with all the reſpects due to the 
reſence of the Abbot 4'FErrees and his Com: 
any, without ever changing the face of fo 
joble and peaceable Converlation. 

M. Roberval's humour , which had always 
ed of grains of 2llowance from thoſe that 
2d to deal with him, did by no means agree 
vich char Phlegm, winch uſually accompanied 
the Diſcourſes of Monſteur Des Carres. So 
that he was not long before he grew hot : and 
upon 21! occations during che retmaincer of his 
ftay at Parts , Roberval made him fen{ible of 
the vriacf chis hear, and animolity that no 
Confideration was capable of extinguitiing or 
Dating. 

The Perſecutions of this man, who took a 1" 


where he knew the other would come, toge- 
ter with his wrangling and cwitting him with 
lis taciturnity, © did contribute as much as his 
Publick Troubles, to the making 11m our of 
iove with the Ciry; he toOkK oCccalion from its 
being 


Pride not to be abſent fron any Aflembly, =ockg 


Roberval'e 
wWrenghng. 


&s cMro 


Death * 


Fath, i*% T 


« ſewius, 
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SWeil. 
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eig bar: IC4dOcC, to make a thiſt to get 
* it next day, through all the C Confuſig 
He got fafe into” #/ollund on the 4th dayd 
Sertember : Aﬀter foine ſhort ſtay at Ly 
WIE NM. Hooghetar A and at Amitcr dum , | 
went on the gth of the atorelaid Monti tob 
dear Egmond, to ſequeſter himleit there, aj 
2 Port, ſecure agzuntt ail the Tempeits, whak 
Prejaces he had ATCA: iy (een in his Voyage, 

XV. Scarce had he taited the firſt fruits 
his repoſe, but lie receives the News of ' 
Geath of Farther 4 jernmus, whom ; c ieft Ga 
re, ouſly | ick at his departure from Pa, Thi 
was the ancienteit of his friends and follonm 
who always ſtuck to him by a conſtancy an 
faichfuineis that endured all Teſts: Noting 
could more ſenſibly aftect him , than the by 


of fach | fri end : yet to demonſtrate that #-Miy 
Titon ? ic not bereaved him of Judgment, Mc: 
Depg'd Of \bbotPicct to know what was be-Ma 


COMe Or 211 the Lerrers lie (ent to this Father 
for nCar upon 19 Months, becauſe he was (ure 
tHey were careluily preſerved : He granted ii 
lo : Comm! 113073 0 tr; to get chem out of tix 

;ms banc, for feveral very weighty reaſons 
Par his frei :21t being a lictle LOO Lary,proves 
ueicls and © f (ONE elect, through the nt 
ITY (7 AS cf Ie ; NIC IE > W110 had loſt at great cor 
pany of Cem, and crafry Cil12ence of M1. Rover 
val, V, #50 [120 already got a 200d part of then 
1nto 1:5 Cuitody. 

In' tie mean time. the Q. of Seer cinta 
tarigled from on Negotiations tor tie Veact 
Ct Europe af EMunſt er ro 24th ol 
051499, 


hy ONC nced 
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't W720. betook ber (cif to the Stuay of the !it- 
fun Me Treatiſe of Monſieur Des Cartess Patlions, 
Gy find the good opinion of them,that was in{till'd 
LuwWito her, mace her reſolve to proceed to the 


udy of all bys Fiiiloſophy. Sie forchwirh 


to Wrdered Freinſbrmins, her Livrary-irceper , to 
 $iWtudy his Principles, to the end ite might pre- 
VioMare tne way for her, to come to the uncer- 


inding of that Philoſophy : the Reitcent of 

mc. Monſieur Chant ; had a Conumitiion 

f too to be aſſiſting to him in tiis Work. 

call onfieur Des Cartes was then mucl taken PD": More of 
ThiWe2 in. fatisfying the firſt hears of a new Duct. _ 20068” 
wesl'c that his Philoſophy had gain'd him in .*: "hen * 
 aifW/2rd; this was Dr. Henry More, whole Palit. n his Adver: 


inM-:nd Reverence for cur Philofopiier, had almoit #4ry; 
 loWproceeded to Idolatry. Monlicur Des Cartes, 
t -Mivichout giving much heed co his elaborate En- 
1 comiums, apply'd himſeif only to inſtruct him, 


ve-M:nd to remove his difhiculties, according as be 
ther MW ler him underſtand what they were. This 
ſure correfpondence conririued till the death of M. 

| a-W Des Cartes , after vihich, #ore's frcor for 

tel Cartefianiſm 2ppear'd much avated, by reaſon 

ns. of his being diverted by other urgent Occa- 

fions : until one {ing!e Letter of M. Clcr/cllier, 

revived it in him, in the year 1655. and made 

bim give freſh proofs of lis aftection for his 
Doctrine, 

XVI. The year 1649. {upply'd the Princels rj; -:. 
Elizabeth with ſeveral con{iderable occations &icn tor 
to put his Moral Philoſophy in Practice; and eFrin<<ls 
ſapply'd Monſieur Des Carres, her dear Maſter, **** 
with occaſions to comfort her, concerning the 


A Cl- 
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Accidents of this Life , and Phantaſticaly 
of this World' 5 Caraſtrophes. Theſe ow 
{tons cauſed the Xs the Princeſs hx 
upon her. 1. The Regicide committed | 
the Englith ON hs per {On of her Uncle byhs 
Motners fide. 2 The indifference and hz up 
rine(5 of the Q. of Sweden towards her: Fi 
then, the ſmall Satisfaction her Brother h 
Eleftor PaJatin had received by the Peaceg 
Munſter, 

The Princeis reſiding at that time at the 
Court in Berlin,had often entertain'd him wit 
the mighty Satisfaction ſhe ſhould have toe 
joy his Company 1a the Palatizate, whether 
the made account to retire, after the reinſ 
tinz of her Brother : And he on lis part afly 
red her of the delight he thould have top 
live near her, in a Country he had been ac 


quainted with ever {1nce 1619. which he took 
for one of the neſt and moſt commodious in 
E xrope. 
His fickle. Al] places were indifferent to him att 
neſs as time, Altho' he might think he was on he 
ine placeof 116 of repoſe in North-Holland , and tho' he 


his abode, * © l , erp 
; might enjoy Is thoughts in his Solitude x 


Fommd, * as peaceably and ſweetly as ever lt 
«he did, yer he earnelily defired, that the 
* Storms of France might ſhortly be calmed, 
* that he might there ſettle himſelf. But the 
Continuation of his Countrys Troubles, 4c- 
companied with the apprehen{ion of never tt- 
king anotiier Journey, leem'd tO incline him to 
reloive to pals the rei of his a 2yS in Hollands 


fiat 25 £0 tay, 1n a place, that nad not now re 
{2me 
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me Charms it formerly had, to detain him 3 
d which did not feem comimodious for him, 
r only becauſe he knew no other, where he 


21d be better. ; 
When he argued the caſe thus ; he was til] The Q. of 


morant of the Lore Providence had deligned x897y 
r him. But it was not long betore it made qgraw him 
im Conjecture that it Cifpoled of him other- to $:4:4- 
iſe than he thought it would. In March he i 
ceived ſome Letters from M. Chanur, by 

hich he was given to underitand the delire 
eQ. of Sweden had to ſee hun at Srockholm, 
learn his Philoſophy frem his own Mouth. 

tas he was deviting Expreſſions how to ex- 

le himſelf from taking this Voyage, he re- 

ived a ſecond, and then a third Letter very 

rent in the Queens Name. Inſomurh, that 

augre all the Apprehen(ions and Dithculties, 

at preſented themſelves, in a Voyage that 

> judzed very dangerous to his health z he 
mnitied to Mi..Chanue his inclination to obey 

ie Queen towards Mid-ſummer, provided the 

ould pleaſe to give him leave to come back 

pin to Egmond Within three Mon:hs, or to- 

ards the latter end of Winter following at 
rtheſt. 

The Queen preſuming upon his good Iaten- 

ons, even before M. Chanue had received 

5 laſt Anſwer, gave order to Admiral *lem- 

7 to go take him on Board at AmSterdam, 

nd bring him thicther before the end ct 

*pril. The Admiral went as far as Egmond, 

ut by che Name of an ordinary Othcer of 

ie Srediſh Fleet to offer him his Service, 


2nd 
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and thereupon ſhews the Queens Order , 44 
ding withal , that he might confulr his ox 
convenience and take his own time, that 
would cauſe the Veſſel ro wait for hin 
10ng as he thought conventent. 

Monſieur Des Cartes was ſurprized at t 
Vifie, and excuſed himſelf as civilly as p 
bly he could, to this effect, that having u 
back to the Refident of France, he expety 
an An{wer of his Letrer, that would exp/a 
the Queens Will and Pleaſure more precile 
ro hin, and would determine his Refoluti 
upon a Voyage. The Ofhicer rerurninst 
Amſjicrdam without making himſelf know 
Montfeur Des Cartes received from Monks 
Chant forme Letters that had miſcarried 
matter of a Fortnight, that gave him notic 
that the Queen had given to Admiral Flemni 
all neceflary Orders for his Tranſportation i 

dTeden, 

201 r229ing of them, he perceived th 
miliake the ftoppage of - theſe Letters ha 
made him commit, in taking one of the Ad 
mirals of the Kingdom for a private Ofhc 
who hid done him the honour to give him 
Viiit, and bring him the Queens Orders bm 
{eif ; fearing leſt the refuſal of his Serv 
might not be mifconſtrued to the prejuci 
of his good Intentions, he forthwith got rex 
his Bag and Baggaze 2nd little Equipage, tl 
he might be no longer ſurprized, when 
thou!d receive orders to depart,in caſe he col 
not obtain three Moaths longer {tzy, as hei 
demanded. 


EES 

"1 A lictie time afrer Monſeur Charurt took 
S onfflis leave of the Qitzeen of Sweden, to g0 to 
hatMive an account of Reficence ro the Court 
Im MW fcc. He arrived in April mn Holland, 

rhere he was prev Cite by the Kg 5 Brewets 
ar hho made him hs Ordinary Ainballador to 
; pole fame Queen. He goes to find out his 
? uifWriend in Her! Mitage Gf Fomond, and left him 
peo more difticultics ro be removed as to his 
xp 0yage. He lefr him, coireting his Courſe 
ecilWor Paris, reſolving to take him ar his return, 
lutioWnd carry him along with him tothe Queen of 
102 fW&meder,, in cafe he could ovtain 2 Diſpenfation 
nomW:om his new Ambaſly, 2nd Permithon to bring 
"nliaW''s Family back into France, from the Kiny 
ried Mis Maſter. 
noi X'V1I. Towaras the Month of 1arch,came 4 Latin E 
emit the Firſt Edition of Monſieur Des Carres's —_— 
on Geometry in Latin, tranſlated by Schroren, 0 

Ancient Mathematick Profeſſor of the Uni- 
ed UFfverlity of Leiden. He added a Commentary 
rs hafeo it of tis making, together with the excel- 
e Aflent Notes of Monſieur de Beaure 3 whereof 
MhcWwe have already given you an account, who 
bimMcied ſome Months afrer this Edition. 
s (ml Scherrer, like all the rett of Monheur Des 
erviWCarres his Tranſlators, deſir'd him to revite 
juciWhis Verſion , and render it in every reſpect 
rex: Wcontormable to his original Conceptions, as he 
, Ui:WMhad done other : » but choſe rather to let it paſs 
£1 "Fuftouch'd, than Correct it by halves. An to 
colMite char he had no hand in che Work, be 
16 120 was pleaſed to call it, La Geometrie de M. S< 20.9= 

tr, without fo much as claiming the _— 

Wor 
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work of it. This unconcernedneſs was ny 
approved of by thoſe who could have wiſh 
it might have had the advantage of other Tray 
{lations : yea , and M. Carcavi complained wir 
him of it, as, in the Name of ſome VirtuolyzM. 
of Paris, | 
M. Carczvii This man exerciſed on this occaſion the 
M. Des Car- Office of the late Farher Merſennus , in whalg 
te: 1s Cor- place he got himle)f ſubſtituted by Monlies 
ID Des Carres, for the Correſpondence touchin 
Philoſophical Tranſactions, and New Book 
He began at telling the ſucceſs of the Expens 
ment upon the Gravitation of Air, performe 
at Pay de Domme near Clermont 1n Auvergne, by 
M. Perrier and M. Paſcall. He ſent him likes 
wiſe two ſmall Books come from Kome, co 
cerning Phyticks ; according to the new; 0 
pinions. in one of the two, there wa; 
mention made of the Principles of Mons 
fteur Des Cartes, with abundance of eſteemy 
but ſome were of opinion at Pars, that the 
Author did not well underſtand them ; he ac 
quainted him moreover by the ſame means, 
that at Rome there was a French Minim called 
Father Afzgnan, more knowing and more. 
profound than Father Merſennus, that put him! 
in hopes of ſome Objections againſt iis Price 
Ciples. 
Lers M. Ro» Monſieur Carcavi, that was all one witl 
_— Montieur Koberval , was not wanting in lus 
very 2. care to ſend him divers of this Geometrician' 
Objections, uſing his endeavours withal , t0 
bring him inco a good conceit of him, pre 


rending that he was not out of his favour, but 
ClllY 
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S nu haly chrough Fath. "Aderſenns his Indiſcreticn * 
viſid Monſieur Des Carres, thought» it ſtood: him 
[rasWpon co vindicate rhe memory'of this Father: 
ed offfÞþut yer for all that he cook irin good part from 
wlogWocevi, that he» teſtified bis love for Peace, 
xd Uniting Aﬀections. - And he was wilkog 
Won his account, to anſwer. the Objectjoris of 
'nolefMonſieur Roberval#5uft as if | they bad been pro- 
Shmzded to him, by a Perſon that bye him no il 


'M. de Roberval who took always delight to 

e ObjeQing,- and not to receive, or admit 

f Solutions ; making as if he knew nothing 

Wſthe Anſwers Monheur Des Cartes had given 

ke-o: bis Difaculcies, was willing ro make uſe 

Wt! MoaGeur Carcavi's Name, to Objet them 

5 him afreth ; . this counterfeiting did no ways 

ale Monſieur Des Cares; who made nothing 

diſcerning Koberwa!'s Spirit, under Mon- 

{Weur Carcavs s hand. therefore inſtead of wri- 

ng. back to.the latter, he addreſt himſelf to 
batteur'C/erſelier, being ſtill in Swedland, and 

as, Matreated him to fignifie co Monſieur Carcevs, 

hat he was: his le Servant, and that he 

Would nor fail co-Shape him an Anſwer, when- 

1m Moever he ſhould Write him his own proper 

Tome trou- 


XVIII. The, Summer Seaſon drew on, arid 5ove © 
nofieur Des Cartes waited for the return of his Voyage 
bar «| Channt, the French Ambaſladour in wes 
an che, tro make his Voyage as. , 

and chat - he could not depart from Peri be- 

. Nerawher, and Go again, that the Queen 
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of Sweden daily expected him, he intend! 
to prevent- the firit rigours of the Wintg; 
only he long d to underſtand beforehand, wie Wi 
ther che envious perſons, that his Philoſoply 
had procured him, had not been too quick k 
him at the Court of Sweden to endeayc | 
to render him ſome ill office or other, in pr 
poſlefling the Queen's mihd. He was ng 


12norant of he averſion the Swediſh Nobilin 


and the beſt part of the Officers of that Cox 
reſtified for all ſort of Science. He k 
likewiſe that the Queens paſhon for Leamd 


Men, began to become the obje& of (coniiW« 


railery and obloquy of Strangers z it wsi 
every bodies mouth that ſhe aſſembled a 
the Pedants of Errope to Stockholm, and thati 
would not be long ere the government of tl 
Realm would be managed by Grammarians 
was. afraid to ſee himſelf counted as ones | 
fellow well met with this ſort of Catrel, wha 
the Natives of the Country, do not careth*? 
- diſtinguiſh Strangers. And then the buſline 
of the Catholick Religion, helpt to increati} 
his Scruples. Now it was Fretnſheiniu lwlh* 
buſinels, ro whom he communicated ſecreth 
his Thoughts, to diffipate them, and one 
more to be very earneſt with him in behalf « 
the Queen. ty 
| Alcho' he began to appoint his retum} 
ciſely in the Spring'of the next year, yet 
was ſeized with, I do nor know what, appte 
henſfion, and foreſight of his deſtiny, thi 
ſway'd with' him, to fer all matters ro right 


as tho' he had been abour to take a journey mM 
the other World. tk 
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wlW He foriook his beloved ſolitude onthe firſt 
Way of September. And leaving his little trea- 
he Mile of Paſſions an Elzyqvers hands, to be Print- 
oy ed in Aucurn, he embarqued at Amſterdam, 
flaving no more Domelticks, beſides Schearer 

German, a faithful afte&tionate Servant that 
abbot Ficot had lent him for this Voyage. 

He happily arrived at Stockholm at the be- 
inning of Oftober, and went a thoar to Madam 
banut's, Silter to. his Friend Monſteur Cler- 
tier, where be preſcmed coher ſome Letters 
om the Am baſladur her Husband who ex- ' 
ted him, and bad provided him an apatt- 
nent ready furnitht : Which he muſt accepr. 


The next Gay he went to kils the Queens ,;. cocnp. 


and, Who received him with tuch a diſtin&t tjicnin $we- 
len, as was obſerved by the whole Court, dn tis 
hich perhaps Cid not a lictle contribute, ro Meeting 


wlWuzment the-jealoulte of ſome of the Learned, ''* Ween. 


d whom, his _ ſeem'd formidable. ith her. 

At the {econd vilit he paid the Queen, the 
Wicloled to him the delign the had of getting 
ein into Sweden for good and all, by a good 
Wlecclement. Bur having prepar 'd himlelf trom 
we time he left Holand, againſt all furt of 
xiolicitations, he return'd that with a comple- 

WYmear. | ; 
Afterward ſhe contrived with him ſome 
means whereby to leara his Philoſophy by 
word of Mouth : and judging arighe that the 
{hould have -occalion for all her Wits abour 
ber, and all her application to accomplith her 
delign tuccesfully, the piccht upon the firſt 
hour after her lev? _ this Study, as being oe 

2 mo 
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moſt quiet and leiſure time of all the 6, 
when the perceived her Mind more ſedate 
and her head” more diſengaged from the ip 
cumbrance of affairs. Monſieur Des Carte:re. i 
ceived with abundance of profound reipediſ 
the Commiſſion the granted him, to meetyg 
the Cloſer of her Libraty every morning by 
five of the Clock; without ever alledging the 
irregularity ſhe muſt needs. cauſe in his may 
ner of living, nor the danger to which thi 
ſhould probably expoſe his health, in this nes 
change of abode, yea and in a ſeaſon too, that 
was much more ſevere in Sweden, than in any 
other.place, he had ever lived in before. 
The Queen in recompence, granted himthe 
favour that he deſired Freinſheinivzs to beg of 
her, which conſiſted, in diſpenſing with hin 
as to the nice Ceremonies of the Courr, and 
ro free him from all confinement, or to {| 
in the Language of Philoſophers, from all the 
miſeries of Courtiers. Yet, before they begin 
"their Morning Exerciſes, it was her will and 
pleaſure that he ſhould allow himſelf a month 
or (1x weeks to compole himſelf,to familiarne 


himſelf with the genixe of the Country, tot 


make his new acquaintance take deeper root, 
by which ſhe . was in hopes to make him de 


light in his new abode. and retainrhim by her Þc 


the remainder of his Lite. But having f 
thomed the capacity of his Spirit, that extend 
ed it {elf to other things - beſides Philoſophy, 
ſhe did nor demur long, before ſhe appointed 
him to be one of her Privy Counſel: and the 
confidence the repoſed in him, provalrem 

er 


? ty 
;T6. 


5 
to regulate her own particular conductand 
xehaviour, and even divers points Toncerning 
e goverment of her Stare, according to bis 
advices. He made good ule of this new favour, 


vedMnot only to be ſerviceable to Count Bregy, and 


—__— 


ther worthy perſons near her, bur above all, 
> obliterate out of her mind, the reaſons of 
rangene(s, averſion, and coldneſs (he ſeemed 
0entertain, for the family of the P. Palatine 
nd alſo the reaſons of the ſecreg jealoutte the 
d already conceived of the parts,learning and 
nerit of the Princeſs Elizaberh in particular. 
XIX. This credit joined ro ſome applauſe 
har he gain'd at Court for a Copy of French 


The jealous 
fie of the 
Queens 


erſes, the Queen had pur him upon touching Srammari- 
he peace of Munſter, allarmed your Gramma- 

ans, and other prertenders to Learning in the 
Palace; notwithſtanding all the precaution he 


ed to prevent jealoulie;zthey ſtudied carefully 
ofigd out occaſion of doing hima diskindneſs, 
nd to abate the ardent affection ſhe ſhewed 
0 her Philoſopher, they rung peals of the pre- 
ended undervaluing of Tongues, and all H«- 
e Learning, that they laid to his charge ; 

it laſt difpairing of blaſting his Repuration 
rith the Queen, conſidering the great paſſion 
e declared for the . knowledge 'of thoſe 
Xciences, they thought they could be no bet- 
er revenged of him, than to make him paſs 
or one, no better than themſelves amongſt 


e Lords of the Court, but eſpecially a-" 


ongſt publick Miniſters. They laboured to 
ferlwade them, what a ſtrange thing it was 
it this new come upſtart, thould have all 


R 3 the 
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the honour of the Lmeens confidence, and how 
darigerous it might prove to let him intes 
meddle with any. affairs, but ſuch as relate 
to Philoſophy and Sciences, but they were 


' not long at Court, before they made a drfs 


rite Of Fal- 


{:ons. 


he had not yet publiſhed, into a method, it 


rence berween — Des Cartes, and thok 
that vainly prffeſt to be knowing, who 
brought an Odium upon Sciences, to allthe 
Nobility of che place. 

However he had news from E'ziver, hy 
the Edition of his Treatiſe of the Pailions 
the Soul was quite finiihed. He preſents ity 
the Queen, not fo much as dreaming to cedi: 
cate it to her, by reaton that it was chief 
compoled for his mot illurions Schollar the 
Princeſs Elizaberh, whom he would be (ure 
not to forget» To the intent he might make 
this work intelligible to all manner of perſons, 
he inlargel it by three parts upon Montieur 
Clerſelier's Advice. He divided it into three 


parts, in the firſt of which, is treated of the 


Paſſion in general, and by the way upon the 
nature of the'Sou!, &c. in the ſecond, of the 


{ix primitive Paſſions ; and inthe third, of al 


the reſt. 

The fight of this Piece, made the Queen 
ſuppoſe there might be amone(t Monſieur Dr 
Cartes his Papers, many more Treatiſcs thit 
had not yet come to light. And having 1 
ſtrong aefire to make him compile a con 


= body of all his Philoſophy, "which ſhe 
I 


ked more and more, the was pleas'd toe 
gage him to reduce the reſt of his works, that 


ore! 


waer QC 
pleac the 

Monſt 
Queens 
ranlack 
which | 
his depa 
camplea 
ſcartere: 


Opie 
lihed. 
fragme! 
That 
had cal 
Autho! 
belong, 
with tt 
Tha 
doth (i 
which 


« 


(ay; 
wder to prevail with hinvat length to com- 
pleac them. | 


rnlack his Trunk, where his Papers were, 
which he had bound up, hand over.head,. at 
his departure from Holand. He finds nothing 
campleat in them. They were all in pieces 
ſcattered up and down ; (7 wamny they have 
compiled Treatiſes {ince, tha? have been pub- 
liked. Amongſt the moſt conſiderable of his 
fragments were, 

Thar Pe Homize, which Monſteur Clerſclier 
had cauſed to be Printed {ince, wherein the 
Author hath lay'd,open all the functions that 
belong to the bMy. alone, without medling 
with thoſe that belong to the Soul. 

That De #Formatione Fetus : whole Title 
doth ſufficiently declare the ſubje& matter, 
which hath been publiſhed in the ſame volume 
with that, De Hoemine, by the ſame Author, 
afiſted by Monſieur de 12 Forge, a Phyſician 
of Saxmur, and Gerard Gutichowen, Profeſlor 
of Mathematicks at Louvain 

That De la lumier, or du monde, of light, or of 
the world, which is nothing elſe bur a little 
extra, or parcel of his famous Treatiſe of 
the World, which he ſuppreſt apon the news 
of the diſgrace of Gali/<ws 3 Monſieur Cler> 
ſelier put it our pretty well corrected. 

That De / Explication de _ which was 
miſling, went aſtray after his death, and 
which indeed, is nothing elſe in a manner, 
but his Treatiſe of Mechanicks. 

R 4 But 


Monſieur Des Cartes in obedience.:to the 1; p,nyy. 
Queens command, began: to rummith, and mowworts. 


H1s other 


Manu- 
lcripte, 


 mous'Works, is his ineſtimable Treaſure 


much his work, as that of one of his friends. 
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But tae moſt conſiderable of all his Poly 


Letters,” that were found in his Trunk, 
which Monſieur Cley/elier hath publitht ac 
ledtion in three.volumes. : . 

XX. Thele Poſthumous pieces, which MW! 
Clerſc/ier, and the other Carteſians have oblicMi 
ged the publick with, after the Death of their 
Author, were nor the only ones. that werg 
found upon the ſecond rifling: of his Papers, Wore! 
There was belides divers works begun in {« M00 
veral parts of Mathematicks and Pbyticks; un 
der Titles that had no manner of relation i 
thole- ſubjects, as Parnaſſus, Olympica, Lens 
eritica, Thacomantu Regia, &C. 

His Treatiſe of AlgebrA, (till found in the 
Studies of ſome Learned men. n 

An Introduction, containing the grounds MV"! 
and foundations of his Algebra, which we are MY /* 


affraid 15-Joſt. i 
Divers fragments upon the . Nature and li 
Hiſtory of Merals, Plants, and Animals, Wl: 


An Abridgement of /»re Mathematicks not 
finiſhed. | | 

Divers bundles of free unbyafled thoughts 
upon the Soul, upon Nature, and framing of 
the Univerſe. 

An Introdu&ion to his Geometry, whereof we 
have had occaſion to ſpeak, which was not fo 


Amongſ' thoſe which Monſieur Chan's 
care made to fall ro Monſieur Clerſeliers ſhare, 
there is[aone of them more conſiderable, nor 
perhaps more compleat, than the Latin mm 
tile 
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iſe, that contains Rales for guiding our mind 

the inquiry after Irnth, At leaſt we can 
ſure you, that there is not one of them more 


cel:Weneficial tro the publick. Of three parts, 
- \{@hereof ic (ſhould have confilted, we have no- 
MEhing but the-firſt, and half of the ſecond in- 
bli-Mure. 

ir Another Latin piece which he had carried 


"n a good way, of which there remains-2 


erg, Moretty large fragment, is that, of the ſtudy of 
{s MWrood ſenfe, or the arc of apprehending, which, 
1 Whe ſtiled fudium bone ments, Which he»di- 


reed to:one of his Friends, concealed under 
the-name of Maſe. 

There was found likewiſe the beginning of 
another piece amongſt his Papers in the Trunk 
in Sweden, it was writ in French Dialogue- 
4 Mile, under the Title of recherche de la verite. 
© 7 be reſearch of Truth by innate light, which in 

it ſelf, on borrowing any helps from-Re- 
| Wligion, or Philoſophy, dercrmines the opinions, 

i that an honeſt man ſhould have of all things that 
© np oys his thoughts: This work was divided 

into two Books, the firſt of which related to 

; Wi the things of che World, contidered in chem- 
* elves, the ſecond, the ſame things in relation 
w = conſidered as Cood or Evil, True'or 

e. | 

' There goes alſo up and down the World,. 
divers of Monſieur Des Carres his lictle Manu- 
(cripts that were not found amongſt hisPapers, 
when be looke them over 3 as, his little Trea- 

tile of the Arr of Fencing : That of Socrates his 


Gen, &c. for I da not mention the French - 
Comeay 


The Queen 
hath a 


mind to 
ſettle him 


in Swedes, * 
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Comedy, which he had but juſt made in Sredy 
which M. Chant ſaved from periſhing, to. 
trary to his intent and purpoſe. 

Nevertheleſs. the Q. of Sweden ſeeing the 
French Ambaſſador return'd to her Coy 
communicated to him the deſign the had e 
tertain'd of keeping Monſieur Des Carres wit 


in her Dominion: and obliged him to laboy 
with her to obtain his Conſent. Of all hs 


' Pretences, ſhe would hearken to none, bulffl ;» 


that of the coldneſs of the Climat ;z becaukſl (a! 
ſhe believed that in effect his TemperamatMll (& 
mut feeds ſuffer much in ſuch a cold Cow il of 
try- The Expedient ſhe propoſed to the An-ſH (þ 
baſlador was, ro chuſe him a noble and conl-M w 
derable Charge in the moſt Southern Parts of Ml b 
the Crown of Sweden, acquired by the Peace l it 
of Munſter, either in the Archbithoprick of V 
Bremen, or in Pomerania, to appoint him a Re- MY) 
venue of a matter of 3ooo Crowns per an, ll 1 
artd beſtow on him a Lordſhip of ſome Lands, ll 1 
that it might paſs by Succeſhon to him, his Ml * 
Heirs and Executors for ever. | 

The Indiſpofition of the Ambaſſador whom 
the Queen had charged to put the bufineſs in 
execution, conjoyntly with a Senator of the 
Kingdom, puta itop to it 3 which proved very 
hurtful, not to Monſieur Des Carres, for whom 
God had deſigned ſomething elfe ; but to his 
Heirs, who fazled of being Lords in Germany. 

The Ambaflador fell Sick on the 18th of 
Fanuary, at his return from a walk with 
Monſieur Des Cartes; and what diligence (0- 
ever he uſed to ſolicit his Friend, Night and 


Day, 
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Day, yet for all that, he fail'd not to beat the 
Palace at Five a Clock in the Morning to dif- 
courſe with the Queen, without complaining 
of the ſeverity of the Seaſon, which was more 
than ordinary that year, and which daily im- 
paired his health. 


The Queen who dream't of nothing lels Ps 


Acadamy. , 


than ro incommode him, obliged him at the 
the very height of rhe Ambaſlador's Sickneſs 
to return after Dinner to the Palace, to con- 
falr with her concerning a.Conference or Af- 
ſembly of Learned Men, that ſhe tad thoughts 
of founding in form of an Academy, of which 
ſhe was to be Chief and Prote&rice. She : 
would have him to draw up the Model or 
Deſign of it,and Compoſe Statutes, He brought 
ther accordingly the Firſt of February, which 
was the laſt time he had the honour to {ee her 
- Majeſty. The Qneen mizhtily approved eve- 
ry Article , but was ſomewhat furprized at - 
the ſecond and third, that excluded Strangers. 
She queſtioned whether it might not be a 
piece of Monſfiear Des Cartes his , Modeſty, 
vi who ſhut the Gate of this Academy againſt 
" WF bimfelf; whom the defigned to have appointed 
| Director. 
] 
| 


' XXI. This very day coming from Court, Monſ. Des 
he perceived himſelf; ſeized with an Illneſs <7" Sick: 
that was to put an end to his days, and the ;x;, heath. 
Ambaſſador began to recover. The nexr day 
being Candlemaſs-Day , our Philoſopher with 
- other Catholicks, approached the Sacraments 
of Pennance and Euchariſt, which he received 
from the handy of Father Yiogue, an Auguſtin 
| riar, 
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Friar, Miffionary and Almoner to'the A 
baſſador;he was able to finiſh the Ceremonig 
of the reſt of the Day, Rtanding up. | 
The Symptomes of his Malady, were th 
very ſame that preceded the Ambaſſadors 
and were followed by a continued Feaver, 46 
companied with an Inlammation of his Lungg 
juſt as the Ambaſſador, was taken. The dif 
order of this regular way of living, added 1, 
the dividing of his Care between the Queer 
and the Sick Ambaſlador , in a Seaſon tht 
was an Enemy to his Conſticurion, and more 
rigid: than it had been for Threeſcore Year, 
by the report of ancient People , cauſed his 
Feaver to be more Malignane than the Am- 
baflidor's was. It was within him the firſt 
days, it poſſe(s'd his Brain ſo far, as fo make 
him Rave; rook away the liberty of knowing 
what Condition he was in. or hear the advice 
of his Frienads;and deprived him of all ſtrength 
but only to reſiſt every bodies will. The 
Queens Chief Phyſcian Monſieur d# Ryer, 
by Nation a Frenchman , and .a particular 
Friend of his was unforcunately abſent at that 
time : and that Princefs order'd the next- in 
courſe to take care of him 3 he was an Hol- 
Jander , called Weules . 'one of M. Des Carter 
ſworn Enemies, ever fince the Miniſters and 
Divines of Leiden and Utrecht bid him dety- 
ance. The fick Perſon upon (ight of this Do- 
Cor, and others that the Queen ſent with him, 
was fo obſtinate as to do nothing that he or- 
der'd him, but eſpeciaily he would not hear 
cf being let Blood, all the while the tranipork 
0 


py 
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I-Whis Brain laſted ; which occaſioned terrible 


nigMWiiarms co- the Queen and! Ambaſſador, who 
Mook great care ro ſend a Gentleman rwice a 


ay to ſee how he did. 


rs His Brain began to be diſcharged ar the end 
46Wf the 7th day, which made him a little more 
nee Maſter of his Head, and faculties 'of his 


Reaſon; that was the firſt rime he was ſenſible 
of his Feaver :* He rook notice of the Error 


2 We had hicherco laboured under , and now 
ut Whought of nothing. but to- dye like a Chri- 
Ye tian Philoſopher. He got himſelf ler Blood 


rs Mewice together , and in a great quantity, but 
us Mono purpoſe, it was then too late. Hepray'd 
v- Mthem to ſend for Father Yiogze his Confeflor, 
{t MWwho 'was abour the exerciſe of his Miſſion 
e Wome Leagues diſtant from Stockholm: and de- 


fired thofe who were about him, not to. dif- 
courſe with him any longer, but about the 
Mercy of God, and of the Courage where- 
with he was to ſuffer the Separation of his 
Soul. He remain'd quiet and {till che two laſt 
diysz and Departed peaceably in the Arms of 
the Ambaſſador and Father Y:0gae, the 11th of 
February, at Four a Clock in the Morning, 
Aged 53 Years, 10 Months, and 11 Days. 


diſcovered her Affiiction by the true and abun-. 
dant Tears ſhe ſhed for the loſs of her Ilw/ſtrious 
Mafter ; this was the Title ſhe was always 
pleaſed to honour him wich, and diſtinguith | 
him from other Learned Men about her. She 
immediately diſpatcht a Gentleman of her 
Bed-Chamber to the Ambaſſador to on 
m 


XX[1. The Queen upon this News, ſoon His Burial. 


* 
» * 
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hun of her Grief and Sorrow ; and to declzye 
to him, that ſhe was willing to leave to Pg. Mcort 
ſterity a Monument of the reſpect the borer 
the Merit bf the- Deceaſed ; and that the de 
{fign'd him his Sepulchre in the moſt honors. 
ble Place in the Kingdom, at the feer of the 
Kings her Predecefſors with Magnificence an-Mceal 
{werable, beſides a rich Mauſolear of Marble 1 
that the refolved to have erected for him. piv6 

The Ambaſlador that had nor yer been able reſc 
to ftir out of Doors ſince he fell Sick, went jud; 
in the Afternoon to pay a Viſit to the Queen: ſ bet 
2nd obtained of her, (for good Reaſons that ll of 1 
he produced to her) that the Sepulchre ihould 
be after a very plain mariner at the deceaſed 
his own proper Coſt and Charges, in a place 
of the Foreigners Burial-place,where they laid 
Catholicks and Children that died before they 
came to the ule of their Reaſon. 

The next day the Corps was brought out 
to the place of Interrment without any great 
doings ; yet all according to the Ceremonial 
of the Church of Rome,” by the ſpecial Per- 
miſftion of the Queen, and the Governor of 
Stockholm, the Body was carried by the Am- 
baſlador's eldeſt Son, Monſieur de Saint Sar 
aoux, fince Governor of Tournay z M. Picques 
Secretary to the Ambaſly, at preſent Cour 
{ellor in the Court of Aydes 3 and by M. Belen 
Secretary to the Ambaſlador , who is now 
Treaſurer of France. 

The day following, the Ambaſſador accom 
panied with the firſt Gentleman of the Queens 
Bed-Chamber Erric Spatacre, Baron of _ 

| erg, 
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g, took an Inventory of what Monſieur Des 
Cartes brought with him into Sweden, and on 
March the Fourth following, M. de Hoozhe- 
lord took one of the things he had left in 
Holland, in rhe preſence” of Monſiear Yan Sus 
rck, Seigneur de Berg, Creditor to the de- 
cealed. 
The Ambaſſador, whom .cthe Queen had \ 
given to underſtand that the perſiſted in her 
reſolurion to rear him a Marble Monumeanr, 
judged that before-hand , it would be much 
better to erect a plain Tomb over the Grave 
of the deceaſed. He cauſed it to be made an 
Oblong Square of Free-ttone cemented , the 
four Sides were waintcotted outward with 
planed Boards ; Theſe four Sides were covered 
with a courſe whice Linnen waxed, painted : 
and they cauſed ro» be wric upon it by the 
Painter, the Curious Larine Inf{criptions that 
it EB the Ambaſſador compoſed in Honour of his 
a Wl Friend. - : 
1 Not many Months after, they cauted a Me- 
ri dal to be Coined in Holand ro the memory of 
f Y.our great Philoſopher, the reverſe contains 
- & Magnificent Elogiums. 
"| XXL. After the Converſion of the Queen The tran- 
: Wl of Swedes, wholly duero Monſieur Des Cartes Varion of 
r Bl and Monſieur Chanur,which was manifeſt ſome cy 
1 if years after, by her renouncing Lucheraniſm, |; 
e remains no more for us to obterve con- 
cerning that Philoſopher,ſaving only the tran- 
- E (lating of his Aſhes and Bones from Sweder into 
| | France, Seventeen years after his Death, 
7 It was M. 4 Aliberr, Trealurer General of 


} France, 


© a 
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France, who was the Chief Man in this Enter. T 
prize, and who was at the ſole Charge ang- 
Expence: He employ'd to this purpoſe M. th 
Chevalier de Terlon, French Ambaſſador in Swe aul 
den, who was ſhortly to depart from thence { Wa 
Denmark in the ſame Quality.  oſvitl 

The Ambaſſator cauſed the Body to be [2c 
ken up in preſence of M. Pompone, who wa 
come to Srockholm to ſucceed him, at preſeneif* 
a Miniſter of State. He cauſed it firſt of al 
to'be carried to Copenbaguen, from whence he 
ſent it into France, in Cuſtody of true and 

' faithful perſons , the Second- day of Ofober 
1666. arriving at Paris in January the year * 

* after ; it was carried to Monſieur d Albert er 
Houſe in the Rue de Beautrreillis : and ſomefle® 
days after, it was depoſited without Ceremony I* 
in a Chappel in St.Pau!'s Church. From thence 
it was tranſported in a pompous manner, the {'®® 
24th of Fune, upon Midſummer, or St. Fobn' te: 
Day, at Eight a Clock at Night into the ('*** 
Church of St, Genevieve du mont ; where it-was 
received by the Abbot and Cannons Regular, 
with moſt ſplendid Preparations. 

The day following , being Saturday . they 
perform'd ſolemn Service ; where the Abbot, 
Father Blanchard, General of the Congregt 
tion officiated in his Pontificalibus. There 
were a great many Perſons preſent qualified 
accordingly ; Father  Allemans, Chancellor of 
the Uaiverſicy. had prepared a Funeral Ora- 
tion-: But there chanced to come an Order 
from Court,that it ſhould not be pronounced. 


They 
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They ſet the Herſe in a Vaulc between to 
jappels on the Souch-{1de of the Net,or Body 
jfthe Church ; where Monſieur 4' Alibere hath 
uſed to be pur up a fair Marble againſt the 
Wall, r2preſenting the Philoſopher's Buſt, 
ith a very pretty Epitaph, compoſed of rwo 
laſcriptions 3 one whereof is French Verſe, 
ompoſed by M.de Fiewber Counſellor of State, 
xerecofore Chancellor to the Queen: the other 
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otwichſtanding ſome would (till ro this day 
have Father --{/emant to be the Author of it. 

After the Service for Saturday, the 25th of 
Jane, was done, they carried the Titles, the 
erbal Proce(s, and Certificates, which were 
wawn up in good Form, into the Archives of 
the Abby of >r. Geneviexe. Then M. d' Alibere 
dnducted all che Principal Affiſtants tro the 
lamous Zocgrer's Houſe, where he treated 
dem with a moſt ſumpruous and magnih- 
enc Banquet. 
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BOOK VIIL 


Cont zintng the Qualifications of his Body and 
Mind , his Manners, Hits Life and Con- 
verſation towards God and towards Man. 


f 


thing under. 2 middle ſtacure, but 
rery delicate, and well-proportioned in all che 
$ (hape 


Fhich is in Latine, comes from M. Cler/elier, . 
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j JN Ontieur Des Cartes his Body was ſome- His Body, 
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ſhape and ſymettry of Parts ; yet he ſeem'dt9 
have an Head a little too big 1n proportion to 
the Trank of his Body. His Brow or Fore- 
head was broad, and ſtanding our a little ; His 
Complexion pale from his Infancy to his/lez- 
ving the Coliedge,and then mixt with a pretty 
ruddy vermillion bluſh till his retirement into 
Holland, and ever f{ince ſomewhat fallow till 
his dying day; He had upon his Cheek a kind 
of Pimple or Puſh that broke now and then, 
and grew again ; His Under-Lip ſtuck out ' 
Jittle, a pretty wide Mouth ; a Noſe of a big-If tht 
neſs anſwerable to its length 3 His Eyes dark I tz 
grey 3 His Sight pleaſant and firm to the endl 
of his days z His Countenance evermore ſerene || bu 
and calm ; His Mind affable and Courteous; if iff 
The Tone of his Voice pleaſant between iſ wi 
Baſe and Treble ; yet too feeble to carry onlfl Þ 
any long Diſcourſe, occaſioned by an alters- 
. tion of his Lungs he brought into the World 
with him, cl 
His Hair and Eye-brows pretty black , the At 
Hair of his Chin not quite fo black; and be 
began to be grey at the age of 43 years. Some 
few years after he wore a Perriwig, but of ; 
faſhion that reſembled his own Hair; and that 
roo upon the account of his Health. 

He followed leſs the Mode, then he ſuffer 
himſelf co be drawn into it 3; he taid till ir be 
came common that he might nor affect Sing- 
larity. He was never diſregarded , yet he 
chiefly avoided to appear in the Garb of a Ph- 
lofopher. At ſuch time as he ſequeſtered him- 
felf trom much Company in Holland, he chang 
ed his Sword for a Cloak, + His 
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Sobriety was natural to him, He drunk liccle 
Wine,and was ſometimes a wholeMonth toge- 
ther without drinkinga drop yet ſeeming very 
jocynd and pleaſanc at Table, his frugalicy not 
burthenſom to his Company. 

» He was neither nice nor diftcult in the 
choice of his Victuals, and he had accuſtomed 
his Palat to every thing that was not prejudi- 
cial to the healch of the Body. His Diet did 
not confiſt in eating ſeldom , bur to diſcern 
the quality of che V idual. His judgment was, 
that it was gond always to keep the Stomach 
and other /Vi/cera a doing, as we do to Horſes, 
but that it ought to be with ſuch things as 
afford ſmall nouruhmenr, as Roots and Fruits, 
which he believed more proper to prolong 
the Life of M2n, than the Fleſh of Animals. 

He obſerved that he eat more greedily and 
ſlept ſounder when he was 1ad and melan- 
choly, or in ſome eminent danyer, than he did 
at any other rune. 

He ſlept much, or at leaſt his awaking was 
never forced; fo (oon as ever he perceived 
himſelf diſ-ingaged from fleep, he ſtudied, 
meditating in Bed, and raited but half his 
Body now and then, to commit his thoughts 
to writing. This is the reaſon why he often 
continued ten Hours, nay, ſometimes twelve, 
in his Bed. His Condeſcenhon co the neceſh- 
nes of his Body, never proceeded to an Apa- 
thy, or ſo far as inſenfibility of them. He 
knew Nature muſt be ſupply'd. He laboured 
bard and long. He delighted pretty much in 

S 2 bodily 


His courſe of Diet was always uniform, #is Dier. 
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bodily exerciſe, and indulged himſelf therein 
at his time for recreation ; till at length, his 
{ſedentary life broke him off that Cuſtom. 

He was apt to believe that health of Body, 
was the greateſt Bleſſing in this life next to 
Virtue. He had no great ſhare of it in his 
Infancy, and it was but ill preſerved whilſt he 
was ſubje& to the government of Phylicians; 
he was troubled during his Childhood witha 
dry Cough, hereditary tro him from his Mo- 
cher, and very infirm till the Age of 13. when 
he was le: Blood the firſt; but never after till 
the Eve of his Death. He reckoned Phlebo- 
botomy, extream dangerous to mott People, 
At the age of 19 or 20 years, he thought he 
was not ſo much a Fool as not to be his own 
Phyfician. Therefore he thought' he was of 
age to take upon him the Adminiſtration of 
his health, and diſpenſed with a Phyſician 'till 
his rwortal Diſtemper. He abhorr'd not only 
Mountebanks, bur even the Drugs of Apothe- 
caries & Empericks; yea,and he required great 
Cantion in the adminiſtring Chymical Reme- 
dies. When he was diſeng:ged and free from 
that heat of Liver. thar mace himin love with 
a Military Life in bis your::ful days, he took 
up a courſe of Life 10 even and uniform, that 
he was never Sick with any thing, except by 
that Foreign Caule , that brought him to his 
long home. The two grand Remedies were 
his ſpare regular Dier, and moderation 10 his 
Exerciſe : yet he preferr'd before them, :/»ſ 
of the Mind and Spirit, that have a mighty 
influence upoa the Body.;z as plainly appeared 
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by the great change; Anger, Wrath, Fear, 
and other Paſſons did excite in him. 
The manner of living he preſcribed him- 
ſzf, was fonnded upon rthe'teconomy and-wel]- 
ordering his Family. He entercain'd a ſufficienc 
number of Domeſticks. all-pickt and cull'd, 
and very neat 3 and he took care to get them 
all bandſom , both as to Body and Mind: 
His Houſe was like 2 School of Learning and 
Vertue to them 3 and not conteat to render 
them knowing and honeſt, he thought it like- 
wiſe his Duty to meliorate and advance their 
Fortunes : and that was the Reaſon why there 
was always: a great deal of earneſt ſtriving, 
and ſuing who ſhould firſt get into his Ser- 
vice: and men always look'd upon a Place a- 
mong(t his Servants as a very advantagious 
Poſt. On his part, he treated them with that 
Induigence and Mildneſs, that he won them 
over, and broughe them to his beck by meer 
love and kindneſs. As for thoſe of an higher 
rank, who neareſt, approached him in quality 
of Secretaries,or /alets de Chambre ; he counted 
them (o little Inferior to him, that one would 
have taken them for his Equals ſometimes. 
This thing conduced much to mould and mo- 
del cheir Heart and Mind ; nay, moſt of them 


became Perſons of great Worth and Conſlide- 


ration in the World. Men have obſerved it 
In the Perſon of M. de ville Breſſiexx, a Phyſi- 
can at Grenoble, of M. Gutſchowen , Regius- 
Profeſſor at Louvain , of the Sieur Gill: the 
Mathemarician, and Sieur Schluter, Auditor,or 
Intendant of Juſtice in Sweden, and of a great 

Sy 3 many 
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many more” Perſons preferr'd'to great Places, 
who are at this day very eminent in Lay 

gacdoc. W775 
Il. The Expences of his Houſe was ever well 
His uncon- Tegulared, tho* his Paſſion was wonderful for 
cernfor multiplying. Experiments; yet he never ffs 
7 es Ged running in Debt beyond his yearly Re 
© £2uc, venue. This Revenue was abvut 6000 Livre 
and upward per-annum ; if you except ſome 
few years at the latter end of his life, where: 
in he had augmented ic. If (o be it had been 
not ſo plentiful at the beginning, it would ne- 
vertheleſs have ſeem'd ſufficient for him, 
Monſieur: Des Cartes did conſider the g00d 
things of the World, not as a covetous, indi- 
gent Gentleman; bur as a rich and contented 
Philoſopher. He carried, it always very highto 
Forcune,and amongft the Croud of thoſe that 


to (corn and laugh at her,contenting him(elfro 
deplore the Condition of fome Philoſophers 
his Friends, who -thewed ſo much Weaknels 3 
ro complain of her. So Fortune again hada 
mind to be eve; with him.ſeeming to be very 
{en{ble of his Diſdain , ſhe endeavoured co be 
revenged of him upon every occaſion that pre- 
{enced it felf of being Rich. Yer was he nat 
one of thote whimſical Fops, and churlith Cy- 
nicks that ſeek all occaſtons to dare her, or 
infule over her; no, he was never guilcy of 
the: Vanity to trinmph over her with ofterus- 
ti0n. 'And indeed, one of the Principal Max- 
1ns he preſcribed nimſeif for the guidance 
his Life and Conver{auon, was rs endeavuwr 
| rat het 


dore this blind Goddels, his (port was bravely. 
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rather to conquer himſelf, than Fortune ;, to change 

bus deſores rather than the order of the World. 

He was endowed with nv leſs generolity, 
than unconcernednels- his- heart would give 
place to no man alive but to his King in point 
of Liberalicy. He was-never-the man that 
would accepc from any private perſon whatſo- 
wer the relief: that was offer'd him; to ſupply 
the expences. that his Experiments required. 
He civilly refuſed a pretty conſiderable Sum 
of Money which the Count d' Avaux ſent him 
into Holand. He excuſed. himfelf in like man- 
ner-to Monſieur de Monemor; who with many 
iaſtanr encrearies, offered him to make his beſt 
of -one of his Country: Houſes and*Fartn'of 
4000 Livres per 4nnam. Ochet Perſons of emi- 
nent Quality,laid open their Treaſares to him, 
bur all ro. no purpoſe. He counted it a diſho- 
neſt and-uncivil:part'in him to borrow ought 
of any perſon, that he was-not able to reſtore 
wich intereſt: andheprerended ic would have 
been barthenſome to him to perceive himſelf 
indebted to-the-Pablick. Bur altho' he de- 
clared the unconcernednels of Philoſophers for 
Riches, yet- was he- not pufft' up with their 
Pride. -He did not only look -upon thoſe that 
make good aſe of Riches with a favourable 
Eye;--but he chought it his Duty not:tonegle& 
and flight that Eſtate his Father had the kind- 
neſs to reſerve for him. He accourtted a law- 
ful Patrimony as a Pre/ene of Nature, and not 
of Fortune : and of all the Goods that- one is 


capable of acquiring in this World, there is 


none more innocent , Or more according to 
S 4 that 


His retired 
Life. 
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that order God hath appointed. This made 
him one day tell-his elder -Brother in his Let. 
ter, That be more valued 1000 Livres by Inhe. 
ritance than 10000. Livres that came to bin 
otherwiſe. 

HI., .How you muſt not-aſcribe Monſieur 
Des.C artes, his being rich-and contented, to/hi 
modeſt Revenue, that ſeem'd competent ; nor 
yet t. his. Frugality :' It was his choice'of a 
{olicery Sequeſter'd "Life that rendred' him 46. 
He admitted-of very few Vitits art any time; 
and return'd yet.lels; yet was he.neither a 446 


[antbropws, nor: morolely. Melancholy : He cars 


ried along with him to the very receſles of 
bis Soligud " that.pleafant humour and natural 
brisgeels, thar” Props obſerved in him from his 
topos r years-y His uſual cheartulnels made him 

do thu ngyribou ſtraining ;-and xf we credit 
hun, facilitated their ſucceſs 3: yea; and cons 
tributed nota Jutle.co his health 3, for withous 
it, .he could not. have _fuſtain'd the weight of 
his retirement with ſo much perſeverance: 
that was.it, that changed+his inclination for 


retirement, awto areal dating.upon a confined 
Secret Life, And his defire..never-to relin« 


quiſh 1t, inducid him to'rake two'Symbolum's ot 
Motrto's very proper to hinder him: from fors 
getting this relojution; z pint out tot 0nd 


Bays, gui poker p via, 


The remembrance of which made him ofinis 
rime quitg« off: the \defign of - publithing -his 


Works... The qcher j 1s taken out of Serecas 
ir agedies 5 16 
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Hl; mars gr avis iucubat 
Lui unus nimis omnibus 
Ignotus moritur ſibs, 


Which is a ſmart Condemning of ſuch Per- 

ſons who love to be known by others, with- 

out knowing themſelves. - 

- After he had reduc't himſelf to a private _ 
conditzon, | he ever judged rhac che inconve- ,Po 
niznce, of "being roo well known was a dan- 

gerous diſtraction, and taking a man off his 

delgn, never to go abroad our: of himſelf. 
Buc-only when he had a mind ſecretly and fe- 


nouſly to converſe with Nature, and never to 


gait and forſake Nature, but to come home 
again »to himſelf, He lookt upon the defire 
menigre taken with, to-hive in the good opi- 
nion- aud minds of men as a frivolous vanity : 
Wees and neyer did Philoſopher make leſs ac- 
count,” of, that glory and ſplendour, moſt peo- 
ple fand in what hey call reputation - he had 
not ſuch over-weaning thoughts of himſelf, as 
take it ill, thatz/iif any one thought of him, 

ad not +2: good opinion'of him : buthe 
could rather have choſen that-he (hould never 
think of himatall. 

The trade of a ſolitary life,. coſt him bur a His habits 
few months Apprentiſhip to learn, becauſe the & writing, 
inclination he had to it, was {ſeconded by his ——— 
temper and conſtitution, and a particular hu- : 
mour of his. . The habit of mediration that 
he had got ever fince be left the Colledge, 
made him mighty reſerved and ſparing of his + 
ke ongue. * 
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Tongue. But altho' he ſpoke but very lit, 
at any time,'yet+ he ſpoke always to purpole i 
and very naturally. His converſing was ne- 
ver ſtarcht or afte&ed, never troubleſome 
unealie. He ſhunned above all things to ap 
pear Learned.or a Philoſopher in Diſcoutls, Wexts 
He was as little inclined co commit his Speew and 
lations to writing, as to vent them'by word wh 
of mouth.” He was' pretry much indiſpoſedl the 
to write, but his ſmall, cloſe, Rraight, rew ll ter! 
lar way of writing is ſufficient evidence, = 
he had conquered this idlenefs þy a long habit, IN: 
yet for all that he relgps't into it from timety 
tine, 25 appears not only from the great r6 
$549 om he reftified in compoting his Works, 
at alſo: from this ofual negligence to anfwe 
his friends. $4. 4p 
He had not doubtleſs, ſo much liftlefsnek 
and averſion for reading, as he thewed for 
writing. We muſt nevertheleſs grane- you, 
that he did not read mach, and that he had 
{mall parcel of. Books. Diſccuraged at the 
unprofitableneſs and errours he obſerved in 
Bookes, he ſolemnly forſook re»ding of them 
but that I may norte]! an untruch, he did not 
quite and clean forſake them, nay, he makes 
his forſaking even ſuſpected of diffimnlation. 
Some. believe:he made more uſe of Books than 
he waswilling every body ſhould know ; and 
they have been apt to ground-this opinion up 
on the quality of the ſtile, and the multiplici- 
ty of matter he treated of in his Works, but 
more particularly in his Letters, | 
This 8@ judgement, or rather a a_— : 
AS eche 
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Wiched from the elegance of his ſtile ; the re- 
Pole Wularicy of p 
 0&-Mneſs of his E 


y, and quaintneſs and exact- 
10Ns. 

IV. He had a mind of an almoſt infinite ex- His wir, 
rent, and of a ſtrength in a manner equal to the Memory, 
extent;his penetration was prodigious in depth 224 judy- 
11d" vivacity- This appear'd more eſpecially *** 
when the buſineſs - ig debate was, to fathom 
the depth of mans Soul, and preciſely to de- 
termine what is poſſible for a man to-do, and 
what is above his reach or power. 

!\Never did man under the cope of Heaven, 
nianifeſt that which wx call, a Geomerrical 
_ ; and an exactneſs of Wir and Solidity 

Judgment in an higher degree. He ſhewed 
it I fay, in his not confounding the principles 
one. with another, in penetrating all the con- 
ſequences that may poſſibly be deduc'd from 
them, and indeed never arguing talſely upor 
known principles. | F 

His Memory was neither- treacherous, nor 
unhappy z bur we don't fee that it was anſwe- 
rable to the greatneſs of his parts. It he was 
deficient in any thing upon that ſcore, it. was 
abundantly recompenced by that other portion 
of the Soul, which we call'/7#4gment, which 
isthe light of the humane Soul. He was ſolid 


and judicious inall reſpets.  Hehada ſhrewd 


intight into things, very exquiſite, and a mot . 

ſubril diſcerning of that which 1s in common 

uſe; which yourgreateſt Wits,eſpecially Geo- 
metricians are wont to pals by and overlook. 

_ Nothing ever contribuced more to bring His love 
this. excellent quality to perfection: in him, tor Truth. 
| than 
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than his violent paſſion for Truth, that nevelfflces 
forſook him all his life long. The upright. 
neſs of his heart. being always attended by thee 
rightne(s of ſenſe and underſtanding, his con; 
tinual care was to find out Truth in all bl 
Studies z and to make her appear nothing bu, 
the truth and the naked truth, - in all his a&- 
ons; in all his diſcourſes, openneſs and cap 
dour were at all times the particuiar charaQer 
that made him be differenced from thoſe, 4 
mongſt men, who ſeem'd to reſemble him i 
other reſpe&s : and all that police breeding hs Maſti 
might receive from Sis Education, and fre W of 
quenting the Courts of zreat Perions, was ne- I hx 
ver capable to make him double-minded or il fy 
falſe-hearted; nor to perſwade him, that fawn I a+ 
ing, counterfeiting, and lying ought to be I « 
raiſed. Faults that are committed agaiok I 44 
ruth, when they proceed from ignorance or Il & 
miſtake, where there-is no deſign at the bot. ll (© 
tom to injure truch, appear'd co him pardong-. il { 
able ; bur if he had been upon the Bench a ÞÞ 
a Judge, he would have proved inexorable as | 5 
co thole chat are committed againſt Knowledge, I ; 
and Love of Truth. Notwithſtanding, this I ; 
T 
\ 
| 
| 


kindneſs he bore to Truth, puſbt. him onto 
rae her whereſoever he ſuſpeRed ſhe might 
ye hid, yet he conciuded that for finding of 
her, he was to pitch principally upon the 
Sciences, in which he did ufnally examine 
what they contained, and what folidity was 
in them, to the end he might nor loſe his 
time, for that which ſignifted nothing; and 
: that 
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hat obſerve to others, what uſe and benefic 
vey were likely ro make of chem, 

V. A great many have believed that he was Ct 
x ignorant in any Science, and that he had © jean. 
kill in all the Liberal Arts. Bur it may (uf- 
ce us to believe that he might have a compe- 

«ht knowledge in the Nature of all the Scien- 
&, withour being verst in every particular 
kind of them. 

He thewed - more docibility and aptneſs, if 
1man may fo fay, than real Science : this ver- 
mein him was a jewel ſo much the more in- 
Mtimable, as ic is verv rgre in the ring-leaders 
of z Sect: The Paſſion He teſtihed to correR 
bs faults, was always attended with a grate- 
ful acknowledgment to thoſe who let him un- 
derſtand them. 

"The Price and Vanity his Adverſaries have His mode- 
taxed him withal, upon fore occalions, are ſty. 
frivolous and ſuperficial Fbecauſe they never 
rook place, in his heart. But in reſpe& of 
ſuſpicions of haughtinels and preſumption, that 
they have impured to him, .they couldnot hold 
out long againſt the brightneſs of his Modeſty, 
that diſſipated chem in a moment. This Mo- 
deſty accompanied with abundance of polite- 
neſs, as the Noble Cantibrigian Philoſopher, 
or Mere hath it, refided much more in his 
ſentiments rhan in-his diſcourſes. It was no 
where affected, but appear, as it were, 1n 
its proper natural places, if you conſider the 
little account he made of himſelf, and his 
productions, and the averſion he ſhew'd for 
praiſe and commendation. Ti 

is 
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His Meck- - This: vertuous quality lay not dormant noe 


nels, 
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barren in him,one may ſay withouta ſoeleciſme 
that it begot ore pretty like it 11 Regizs a Phy. 
ſician of Utrecht, by that incomparable mode 
of an anſwer he drew up for him againſt /g 
tizs the Miniſter, whom: he was obligedg 
refute, which is no leſs a maſter-piece-of mgk- 


_ neſs and civility, than of modeſty z this {wet 


His Mode- 
ration, 


His friends, 


neſs of diſpolition that was diſperſt through 
all his ations; and deportment, never went 
under another name amongſt his friends; 
but the trial his adverſaries made of--it), 
changed irs name to Moderatio» in reſpet 
to them +; it was not in its miridian againſt 
the turbulent Spirits of Gafſendus and Fermats 
temper : there was need of a. Roberval to make 
it ſhine out. But eſpecially there wanted 
{ome giddy hair-brain'd Miniſters, and wild 
extravagant Philoſophers to make it triumph 

The love he bore all his life long for peace 
and tranquillity,cauſed him by times to under- 
value calumny, arid forget injuries. He ws 
naturally an enemy to diſpute, eſpecially for 
that which is mixt with wrangling, conrteſta- 
tions and troubleſome heatsz3 and thence pro- 
ceeded his averſion to. rip up the faults of 0- 
thers,or to make them greater than they were, 
when he obſerved them in reading, this trade 
ſeem'd unworthy of a man that owed all his 
time to the inquiry after truth : nay he chougkt 
he went out of his road, when he ſtopt to look 
upon other mens wanderings. 

VI. So many lovely qualities could not chuſe 
but get him the love of every body, fo y 
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te'did not want forfriends, than whom no bo- 
dy could boaſt ro have more, but tho he did nor 
refuſe w; mans friendſhip, yet he uſed a grear | 
deal of diſcretion in affording hw, becauie he 
endeavoured as muchugs poſhbly he could, nor 
to ſeparate it from his eſteem and reſpect. 
He" never: placed confidence in any one, in 
whom he had not obſerved Wiſdom; perfeR- 
&-and conſummated with Science and Ver- 
tne. ates . | 
He was a man of the moſt tender Con- 
(ence in the World, evenaccording to the 
relation of thoſe who render'd themſelves the 
moſt unworthy of his friend{hip. He ſhewed 
2\ mighty kindneſs and faithfulneſs for his 
friends, which was proof againſt the incon- 
ſtancy and viciſhtude of - the things of this 
World. He 'was neither diſtruſtful nor ſuſpi- 
cious.'' He eafily gave credit'to the good, but 
hardly ro the ill that was ſpoken of-his Friends. 
His Maxim was to ſuſpend his conſent always 
10 difadvantagious reports, till ſuch, time as 
his own experience” or infallible demonſtra- 
tions ſhould aſcertain him of the matter they 

rted to him. - Another maxime of his - 
friendſhip was never to be troubleſome to his 
Friends, yet nevercheleſs to' render them all 
fervices he was capable of. Thinking that 
this good diſpoſition thar reigned in him,might 
beinftead of a rule whereby to judge char of 
another man, he raiſed the obligation of ami- 
to ſuch an' high pitch, that he pretended 
wood did good turns, are alſo the perſons 


A 
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His Ene- A perſon of his character ſhould-not have 
» vm had any enemies, nor wngdeed had he any bu 
ries, ®} ſuch who were enemies co Vertue and Truth, 
who made InſurreQion not {o.,, much again 
his Perſon, as againſt his Writings, The 
enmities of others never txoubled him : 
and without being too Inquilitive to-{py 
what ies he had, be was content tobe 
no bodies y, And to be alwaysready 
to be reconciled to thoſe who defred to come 
into favour with him again, 3. 4 
But he judged it not fit to pals by the end 
mies of his Philoſophy, ſome whereof beeame/ 
his envyers and emulators,and others openiads 
verſarieszthe little vanity that might bein himy 
was without doubt well enough farisfied with 
che firſt ſorc,. and his merit could not be more 
inhanced, nor (et off.to better advantage, than 
by the envy of others. As for his Adverſ- 
ries, whoſe number far {urpaſt cha: of his ea 
vyers, he never refuſed to anſwer thoſe, who 


notwithltanding their prez and ignorance, 
diſcovered ro him any tokens of honeſty and 
fincerity-- | 


As he had ſome Adverſaries in his life time, 
who, for all that, profeſt, to be his friends. 
So, we cannot queſtion -but he had ſome af- 
fections to check and reftrain them,as Adverl# 
ries and Enemies of his incent and purpoſe. In 
reſpet of the firſt he had nothing in a manner 
belides his own reaſon to follow, without 
fearing any thing from his inclination. But 
as for the others, where, it ſcems, his reaſon 
could not come 1n play, it was his beſt way © 
retail 


-  GEORSSFEESESTPIOIYD SHOES PIG «a» 3. = = = 23 


(273) 
Retain” his inclination. 6, Tre ene - 
im a ſtrong afſeQinn for pur-bli ple all 
ite- time, 'and 'wis occafioned from the 
effion made upon his Infancy! ze which 
he loved'2 licrle prerry Damſel thac was 
*Whar 


Y, 


of HS on 'he found rhem'more 


_ pc. doGle, ' and*'in a word, 
more void 'of prejudices and falſe doQrines, 
thar many men. © | 
"The advencare wherewith ſome idle {pi- 
rits have him, abont a Lady of Tuw- 
raine; named La Menaudiere'is 2 mere fiftion, 
forged upon a Picture of our Philoſopher, 
ſhe had feer-ar the houſe'of Abbor” de ToWebe 
lee.  He' never lai@his Eyes upon this Lady; 
and for her - part ſhe had never ſeen him, but 
mn Picture : but now che cale was otherwiſe 
3s to Madam ds Roſai,, whom he Corrred juſt 
when his Relations had chonghe of marrying 
him, for whom- he fought a Duel with a Ri- 
val of - his, encountring him upon the Road 
between Paris and Orleans : yet this Lady was 
to confeſs/ ar Jaft, that Monſieur Des 
Cates found more charms in Philoſophy than 
i» her :-and that altho ſhe did not ſeem ugly 
tokim, yer he-paſt 2 Ip compliment yon 
Tt 37 ep 
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of ' his Fnemies have giyen out His inciina- 
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| 
f 
| 


( 274 ) 
ber, whenhe told her, that he | faxn# yo brauy 


Comparable to that of Truth,,. 


The fault be but ance 1n'all his Life can- 
mired agajnſt che honour of his Czlibacy,s 
not ſo much 2 proof of his inclination for. the 
Sex, as of his weakne(s; and God having beg 
pleaſed ſpeedily to raiſe him up again, would 
have the remembrance of his Fall,co bematay 
of continual humiliation to him,and:that hises 
pentance ſhould be. a wholeſome. remedy + 
- gainſ being exalred above meaſuye. q 

He recovered: by this glorious reinſtate- 
ment, 'a}l the benefits wherewith it 
God to honour the Vertues of his Soul. + 
chat time, he never wanted any.of thoſe zhat 
are the ingredients of a Gentleman and an 
Haneſt man: and he laboured {ance to deſerve 
thoſe . that are able co make up a perſett 
Chriſtian Philoſopher. Thoſe who knew him 
oft intimately, have. all bora witoe( 


ae innocency of his Life. They found bith 
giOus. as to his Sentiments, Wile in bs 
demeanour, edifying in all his diſcourſes 


giving examples of purity and integrity, that 
were proof againſt the common corruption of 


the Age, a 
VII. After we have known what he-wasm 

Converſation with men, and toward 
it is c@nvenient to know how he demean'd hige 
{elf in his relation towards his. Creator, whit 
his Thoughts were about Religion, ..wheren 
his Piety confiſted, which was very. & 
ſolid, and was not allay'd with Bigacrry, a 
| action, 


% 
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Ration, in the opinion of perſons of both per- 
{ga . 


Never was 2 Philoſopher obſerved to bear 
1more-profound reſpect toa Deity, than him- 
elf ; He-was alſa ſober abour matters of Reli- 
on,he never mention'd God,but with a great 
of :circumipetion, always with abun- 
dance of Wiſdam, always in a noble and ſub- 
kme manner. The fear or ratfier niceneſs 
ke thew:d.in this point, made him ſcrupulayfly 
to ceclive entering upon queſtions of pure di- 
moe." Believing that it was todo wrong to 
Traths, that depend on Faich, and cannot be 
proved but by hatural demonſtration, to go 
abour co &rengchen them by humane reaſons, 
and they only probable. | 

His blood role againſt che boldneſs and 
rathneſs of certain Divines, who run away 
mom their guides, -that is to ſay, from the 
boly Scriptures and Fathers of the Primitive 
Church, char chey may be cheir own guides, 
through thoſe ways that they arenot well ac- 


nefs of Philoſophers and Mathewaticians, 
that dare appear {p poſitive and_peremptory, 
in determining What God can, and what be 
timer do z he '{aid, it isto ſpeak of God as of 
« Jupiter or a Saturn, to make him ſubje& ro 
Seyx, ox face, -fo hold chat there are ſome 
avths fr orcs Yo on him. 

As cencerring the exiſtance of God, be 
med fowell fatisfied in the evidence of that 


— 


@nankraio he op [ he had found m 
fd , 2 that 


__ with. Bur above all he blamed the 
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that matter, that made no difficulty topre. 
fer it to all the evidences and demonſtrations 
of Geometrical Truth. |t was. moreover his 
opinion that the Llniverſal content of al pec- 
ple, is ſafficien: ro maintam a Deity agaiuſ 
all the injuries of Atheiſts, and _ no 
vate perſon ihould ever enter 2 diſpi 
with ther, gxcept he were (ure 0 convinci 
them. 
It' is nor much material to call ro UY 
this place the calumnies - of Atheiſm 
Scepticilm, wherewithal his Woh cl 
voured to brand him, notwihſtznding 
ſucceſs hehad, in oppoſing Atheiſts and Scey 
ricks; one could not poſhbly have opini 
thar he ſtndied to refute. By a childiſh 1 ith 
pin making people believe that te 
lred berween holding, and refuſing chem 
VIII. The precaution he took along with 
him, never to incroach upon Divinityp w A 
nor quite (0 far as to deny, that humane r 
may have: any ſhare in Divine Sciences, oy, 
even in Hoyſet that were communicatedt 
os only by revelation from Heaven. He ws 
not fo ignorant of the great benefit of reaſon, 
for the eſtablithment of Maxims of Ws] | 
and he” was. perſuaded that , Philoſoph 
improved 'is one of che main kelps to Upper 
and juftifie fairh in an il)uminated mjpd. - . N cp 
Not that he pretended that - a _ pt \ 
needs be a! Philoſopher, to be Af 
HE 
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ſtian : but yet he chooght that WE there 
fon of a man ſabmits co Faith, x : 
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Faith makes uſe of humane reaſoning to cap- 
fivate reaſon; and bring it under, ſubjection 
to irs authbur.- 1 $0 
-He was perſvaded that this opinions might 
prove very ſerviceable for the explaining of 
the truchs-of/ Faith. He believed that ghere 
tould be nothing in'what{oever-concerns Divis 
ity and Religion, with which his Philoſopby 
would not 'much better agree than [the vu 

Philoſophy d&th; And as for ſome controveriies 


Fg Girvan in his time in-the Divinity 
js, *by- reafpn of che falſe: principles of 
ilofophy. pon 4 hich ce ad grounded, 


-hoped-rhty' would ceaſe and come:to ac 
hing ofthemiclyes. If ever it ſhould fo hapy 
pen, that his principles ſhould be admitted 
w come in vogue>: That: which putf up his 
mind rhe:mhoſt 1s; that, deſcribing the begin- 
mng and origen of the World, according to 
the principles of natural Philoſophy, and read- 
ngoverthEfirtt Chapter of Geneſis, he found 
thar-it, could be-all of it expounded «cording 
to his_coneepries, much becrer-thi®n by all. the. 
ways whereby+your interprecers-expound it. 
"Nevertheleſs from- the appegrances only of 
lis-undertakingy and from his'manner of the 
loloplizing;"Rveral bave-.judgedethathis Phi. 
loloptty -wayg-1f-not pernicians. at. leaſt vgry. 
dangerous «of Chriſtian Religion, and hace 

ually contrary to the Divinicy of P 


Th 
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f an-Frocelt fits:- " Andhet is, the rea 
lomecontrovertifis of both perſualions, woul 
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Y anhayenipre inthe bud and ſuppreRt it. |... 
- HT Men 


— w@4O_.wt cs Ov _—_—_— IE 0-099 


His manner 
ol treating CFE Conforttiry of his Opmions with that 
of Tr 


ani which the Church teaches, concerning/the 
2122 Truthsof Faith, chat TranſubRtantierion ir (elf, 


ſtaut 


 derfulprojudiciatro Calviniſan: anciuhey: lie 
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Men are delivered from theſe apprehenſion 
amongſt the -Catholicks , except here "and 
there a few Peripaticians hood wink'd: by their 
own Prejudices. But che Proteſtants that have 
not experienced it ſo favourable to their Do. 
Qrines have been a long time without pardow 
inghim for broaching 1t;- becauſe he hath ogg 
ſpoken as they do, 6f the Providence of Got 
29d of the Liberty of Man:the worſt-chat, they 
have been able codiſoblige him-in, is, making 
him paſs for a Felagian ; Burt chairiAccuſation 
is vaniſhed, rhey-not being able to groundiit 
wpon any Paſſfage"of his Writings; or npon his 
particular Behaviour and Condud&s, where the 
Grace of Jeſus Chriſt or Supernatural Glory is 
queſtioned. Fi 

IX. He w#s 40 much perſwaded:of the ens- 


which, according'to Proteſtants; is impoſhble 
tobe explamed by the ordinary Philoſophy,s, 
RY __ very _— his _— 
y : His. exptafation-inthe Judgment of ſome 
Carteſian! Cathdlicks-s much -tefs: intricate, 
nn pe che-Sthoo!s preſent ws'with : andif 
4'rhian will credit ſome Jeſuites He hath very 
cleahty explained the whole Myſtery of: the Bucht 
riff according 'to\lis Principles withonrt un Entity 
of Accidents. (vi ERR” 1 j/ 
This made ſeveral Proteſtant Univerſities 
to-{dge that this DeQtrme of his: was:wor- 
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had reaſon to reſpe&t- Ariforle, as more” pro- 
per than he, for the defipwof maintaining their 
Tenets, and to difpute againſt che Dopma's of 
the Church of Rome..! 6 f 
Honeſty obligerh us ro ackriowkedge more- 
over, 'char'rhe* beſt parc of ' other Proteftants 
have not been ſway d'by thefe Conſiderations, 
when 'they exploded © Arr/tor/e var of "their 
Shools, ro introduce Des Carter 3 who have 
in'cat"Point 'Jefs conſidered the jnrereft of 
their Divinity,” chan :har of his Philoſophy. 
Burche will*be for ever honovrable for his 
manner of explaining Tranſubftanriation; to 
anderftand chat it hath been ſo powerful as 
to Convert "'Mrguenors to the Faith of the 
Church of Rome; even as his manner of 
fpeakinz about (Religion hath brought ſome 
Profeſs'd Atheiſts over tothe faid Church. 

Neverrhelefs* God hath ſuffered Calumny 
ro-acrack juſt in the particular wherein 
confifted hs deſerved Praiſe. Some Catho- 
licks *rhere have: been, who upon unjuſt, 
groundlefs Suſpicions, have gor ſtuck to accuſe 
tim of®Calvieiſm : -and ſome Calviniſts agaih, 
out of -a-pi8e” of Malice-,. would fain' have 
dotte themfelves rhe honour to-:count him'one 
of chem : Bur their Slanders have been invali- 
dated by the "Teſtimonies of a great number 
of Perſons of bach Perſwaſions; by the Queen 
of Sweder's Certificate, by thar of the Princeſs 
Blizaberbs; 'of Father Viogut his ConfetTor; of 
Monſ1ear Clatnat, Clerſelier ; and?” in fine, by 
the Juſtice" che Church _ done* his rs 
ol 4 4 
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oy 5 blickBanal hich "ors take to be th. 
al OL.Ithe Of INUWGgpo wnts.: | 
| This Jes was @ . Deot- owing to ſuch-4 
Religious Obſerver of the Cangons-.of the 
Church as pur. Philoſopher was... Never did 
he vis Zeal for her.z yer was.ne4 bis, 2: wile 
£uided, bliad -Zeal, never was h&-a{hamed, 
publickly to. profels his Catholicplaz;awongh 
SOCIEGIES (epurared trom the Chuxch ; never 
did there elcape from his Pen,or -Mouts, any 
term that, ſavaured of liberty or.agrreverence 
touching. certain. Rites. and; Cuſtoms oh:our 
Church, upon. which Philoſophers and Wus 
do uſually play, and make (port; the relpedi 
that he entercained for the Golpg)-Miniſlry-of 
the Proteſtant Divines never made hin; utter 
2 word that (inell'd of Complailance, or tar 
your for Schilmon;Herelie. .., 1 -,, 3k 

The Caution whereta he had coptin'd hiny 
{elf ugon_ his. firit, entrance int&4.Covntriss 
ptofeſling a different Religion, had-made him 
10 diſcreet and. reſerved, that he {carce ever 
opened his Mouth without edifying, nor With 
out cauling ſome impreſſions of reſpect and 
eſteem far the Religion he profels;d.s -.. _ 

His carriage and behaviour was mo leſs ed 
fying than bis diſcourſe, he did, not make, all 
the Duties requilite to a true Chriſtian ro cot 
ap, in an inward worthipoal z as moſt part 
of your Philoſophers do ; no, he was extracp 
dinary.careful ro accompany -it-with ;all the 
exerciſes of a good con(ciencipus Catholick; 


© Bay, and he acquitted himlelf ot, all his Oblt 
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ations, 25 exactly as one of the'hambleſt and 
plaineſt of Believers wonld have done. . He 
frequented more eſpecially the Sacraments of 
Pennance'and:Eucharift, with all the diſpoſi- 
tions of a contrice heart, and humbled ſpirit ; 


as far- as-19 iced'to refer qur ſelves tq the 
honeſty and itrath of Confeſſors, -who had the 
ture of /his-$ou! in Hehend and Sweden © 


» His adhering ſo cloſely ro the* whole Bady His Sub- 
bf the Church, whereof himfelf was a Mem- ——_ - 
der, was kept up! by 2-(incere fubrmiffion; © ©<<hure®, 

chout 


its authoruy withoue any reſerve; - He decla- 
red'no ſmall deftvexce for whatſoever bore 


the; Character, or but the Name of the Holy * 


Seez He harboured very: great eſteem for 


the Sorbonne x; that 1s to lay, for the whole 


Faculty 'of+ Divinity itv Pars, that he _ 
Red as the Depoſrory- of the Key of Sci- 
ence ; Knowing that the Key of Power was 
in the - hands of the 'Pope and of Bithops, 
which --m3de him - firmly believe that his 
Conſcience ſhould be fecnre 5 fo long as 
he ſhoa!d have Rome and the* Sorborme on 
kis fide, 7/4 42 | 

His Submiflion to the Holy See did ex- 
tend -eveh-fo far- 2s to have ſome- 
for - the Rowan Inquifition, although he 
was. no Wwhere/ in 2 Premunire ,” wh 
ro become liable"40- its laſh. He was:nor 
ignorant of che gitfterance' one ought to pur 
between --the' $ Authority,,and har of 
the Congregation eftabliſhed © at Rome for 
prohibited- Books :- yer- did he not fail = 
' reſtifie 
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teſtifie reſpect for ir, and to fayg out of Ci. 
vility, that it's Authority had:l tle leſs power 
over his Actions, than his'ownt Reaſow had 
over. his Thoughts, and he took all meaſures 
aeceflary, not to- write any thing char might 
:ncurr its diſpleaſure ; it!isMorethan 
chat' this Congregation would '!have ' ſparef 
him, if ir could have got:clear {om the tis 
erignes of a particular Author. who' had: cun 
ningly ſlipr one part of his Works inro thf 
Index Expurgatorius, amongſt a Laralogue' of 
other Books: prohibited by a Decree of''the 
20th of November 1663. - 4 0 1 09 

X. Ir is poflible they could not devilea more 
ſpecious- prerence ro cenſure 2nd reject him, 
than the: of Novelry; which men believes 
might have amounted' ro a Crime 3 this, 
perhaps (amongſt al} thoſe rhey conld impate 
to him): 3s'the only ofle wherewirh they:could 
moſt reaſonably have charged himi!*To-fpeak 
the truth ,- be did nor {0 much 'boggle! at 
Novelty as they do, who fondly adore the 
Ancients 5 - he. judged - that in —— 
where the bufine(s is only rhe reſearc of 
natural 'FTraths, chat have not hitherto been 
Difcovered, it-might be pardonable” ro em- 
ploy new. means; efpecially:' (mce che An- 
aents have had the il! 'luck nor to diſcover 
them 'to os: Beſides, his Spirit was' 'not of 
che temper of choſe" 'whom -two of 
three Thouſand years'are effable to' imprels 
a Veneration for. Error. He was fore that 
the ancienrteſt rhings that have 'been __ 
| } 
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by Polterity 3 were new, at their firſt appea- 
rance. : and if Novelty had been an Obſtacle 
to- their- Reception, one {hould neyer have 
received any thing into-the World. 


' -+Bur, fince men are engaged upon honour, 


not -any Jonger. to. confound Novelty with 
lhood, nor Antiquicy with Truth , Eavy 
conld-aot endure chat Monſteur Des Car- 
:es {ſhould paſs Scot-free , hath. gone about to 
change the Scene, and invert this order to 
bring him in guilty 3 his defenders that plead- 
e&his Cauſe, that they might retort the Ob- 
jeftion of Novelty. did take upon them to 
—_—_—_— that his Opinions were not ſo 
eb as they would make them, and thar, 
ſeveral: of them had been defeared before 
hit; "thoſe that envied him , who thought 
all:ro be new , till-cthac time, were not 
wanting ro make their beſt advantage of 
this: Overture, and bave been ready to, ac- 
eſe him for having robb'd the Ancients, nay, 
and the Moderns too, who went before him 4 
for it- is the opinion of fame, that he ſtole 
his Method of Algebra from one Horrict, an 
Englithmans 


-The multitude of thoſe who ſeem to have His meer- 


bad before him- ſorry Sentiments reſembling 
bis, may very well ſerve to inhaunce the 
value of his Philoſophy, and ſerve to ler 
men judge. of the importance of the new 
things he hath fuperadded, both co Correa 
or Pertet that which was bur only rudely 
drawn; or but ventured at before his Tak 

without 


—— 
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without any Method, without any Principles; 
But this ſignifies nothing to prove him ' to be 
the Plagiary of ſo matyy Authors, the moſt 
part of which, it is well known, were ut- 
cerly unknown to him. This Mulricude, | 
ſay , makes. us. the more inclinable to be: 
lieve that.he found our more than all chele 
Philoſophers pur together 3 and that he hath 
been more happy and ſucceſsful than them 
all, -in matter of Probability and Solidity, 
for the eſtabliſhing his Principles ,. and the 
curious Connexion of his Conſequences. His 
Syſtem is, in all reſpects ſo compleat, and 
ſo well furniſhed, that one muft not thi 
it Grange , chat whatſoever hath been thy 
moſt plaufibly fancied by both Ancienrs and 
Moderns, is there couched and rectified, that 
there is little need of feigniug that'.he boys 
rowed it from their Writings. | 
Monſieur Des Cartes agreeing to what is 
commonly objected , that what he ſaid right 
poſſibly have been ſaid by ſome -other | bes 
fore him, judged that his Caſe was the ſame 
with a man, whom they thould tax for.ha 
ving plunder d the Alphabet and Didiona- 
ry, becauſe he might not have made uſe 
of any Letters that were not in the former, 
nor'of any words that were not found in 
the latter; Bur he adds further, That choſe 
who ſhould pleaſe 'to own and. acknow- 
ledge the neat Concatenation of all_his Con- 
ceptions that do ſo neceſſarily follow one 
another, would be induc't preſently to = 
els, 
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' fe, that he might be as innocent of the 
Felony laid ro his charge, as an' excellent 
Oratour , that mighe be condemned: for a 
Plagiary. of Calepin, or old Evandery for ha- 
ing borrowed Words from the one, and 
errers from the other. ' | 

"The main, arid only dufficulry that re- 
main'd to be removed out of the way by 
the Cartefians, conſiſted, in alledging that a 
man comes a Day after the Fair 'in his In- 
vention of a thing, when it hath been al- 
ready invented to his hanu. Bur, pray con- 
ſider, that Experience ſhapes us an Anſwer 
in behalf 'of them , (viz. ) That the very 
fime chg , may be invented more than 
Gnce at Tilfeteme times and in divers pla» 
es, by Perſons that might not have learnt 
ny . ching from one another, nor might have 
had the leaſt Communication together. - ** M. 
* Des Cartes makes \it evident, that it 1s not 
© much material-to his purpoſe for being 
®the firſt, or the laſt, in writing the things 
< he wrir; provided only they might be 
* rrne. He hath nor the vanity to boaſt 
that he was rhe fir/# Invenrer of any thing he 


bath advanced. - He is content to teil us. that 


if he received, and admicrea of them, it was 
not b=cauſe they were - produced, or not pro- 
duced by others ; bur only and principally 
becauſe reaſon had perſfwaded him: of their 

being rrue. | 
In a word, he was not one of thoſe reſt- 
le, byaſſed Spirits that are afraid let ns 
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body ſhould rob them of their Inventions; , 
nay, his Judgment was , that a noble gene. 
rous Sogl ought not to complain -of Plagia- Bot 
ries robbiagg of him , provided they do not 

wholly cenceal and ſuppreſs their Theft; ja £ - 
caſe they do not ſpoil, him , and that the 
Pablick be not fruſtrated Thereby. He hath 
left to Sm pa} very fair Examples of tha 
Generolity and Dilſ-igtereſt' which he exz- 
aed from -others upont ſuch Occaſtons : In 
reſpe& of two 'Hollanders, who torn'd Pla- 
giaries of his Wftings; and that, before he 
had Communicated ' them to the Publick, 
he thought ir ſufficient to take all neceſlary 
Precautions againſt the Vain-glory of the 
one , and Treachery of the other. Thk 
done, he -committed the reſt ro G 

mighty, as the ſole Author of wharſoever | - 
good there might be-found in his Writings, || T* 
without challenging any thing in them, be- | {7 
ſides defects; which Ignogance and Humane || 
mity might there have produced. 
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